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SEEGER EERERARNASSSS 


To his Reſpected Friend, Mr, NF. (. 
BOOK-SELLER. 


S IR, 


SRP He enſuing Refleftions were written about eng 
| 8&8 years ſince, and ten upon the coming out of a 
more particular Defence from the Worthy Perſon 
immediately concern'd,| call 4," The Do&rine 
of Schilm fully opened,and applied to Ga- 
thered Churches, 1672. \ were conſrened by the Author to a 
perpetual obſcurity : Bur ſmce this Daring Champion hath 
entered the Field again in bis batter d Armour,- and threatned 
0 appear ſtill further m the lelf-lame Caule and Argument, 
the Publication of theſe Notes is made {eaſonable, to the in- 
teut that he himſelf, and others, may take notice, what Ad- 
vances have been already made by him ; and how, not- 
pithſtanding the Flonriſhes of bis Anger and Oftentation, be 
hath really little afreſh to offer unto tne World, bur 
odious Reperitions only. 
And to this purpoſe, if you pleaſe, you may print them : 
Ani together with them, this Honourable Character, which < 


oe of his profeſſed Friends beſtows 1401 him: 


[© That he never. vet wanted Argzzzert againſt the Cauſe, or 
* Rebuke againſt the Perſor of any Van that ever oppoſed him. 
* That he hath Troops of Propo%tions always at command, and 
of m- a & an 50 50S» TREE L 
0 many Tokes of Diſtindions, as to make good what ſorrrer he 
hath ſaid, be it never fo bad. 
A 2 * That 


_ C4] 

| ©Thathe hath one very ſtrange and wonderful piece of Artifece, 
| © that be the Controverſy what it will, he can make his Adverlary 
<differ with him about the Exiſtence of a God and Chriſt, an 

© Heaven and Hell. 2 ' 

© Nay, that he can make him ſay any thing that he himſelf 

*thinks he can moſt eaſely oppoſe z or it he cannot make him fay it, 

© affirm and prove that he ſaith it, and then thunder out a Volume | | 


* againſt him for ſaying /0- 
*[ Onethat ©[na word, That Heis the Mar of * Art, that-can doand andy, 


Ne his * prove and diſprove the ſame thing. | 


- Commenta- 


s,] Anſw. ! | ; H th { is £ 
_ eſe. ' Which yet T had not added here, but that it is ſo very agreeable 


«P45: to his new Attempts. 


' + would have look'd more modiſhly perhaps, to have entitled 

the Book,Speculum Baxterianum, or Baxter agamſt Baxter, | 

. Thetruth w, as it was ſaid of Arceſilas, Fe hath introduced | | 
Geaus Philoſophiz «cv>aro, a ſelf-contradidting Philo- | , 
lophy, which, if it prevail, will fill the World with Scepticiſm, | « 
and endlcſ\s Dil; PUtAtIONs. Irs Aoy® Aoyos avTinara, | And * 
if there be any thing that ſeems levere in theſe RefleCtions, he 
mnt thank himſelf for it, who hath furniſhed the Colleftor with 
ſo many Materials : So eaſy a thing it 1s for (elf-efteeming | « 


Men to talk to their own Reproach, as be ſomewhere hathit. | * 

But nevertheleſs T am for rctaining ſtill the more modeſt. ul | © 

leſs affefted Tule. . 
SIR, Iam 

ſuly 20. 1680. Your Friend and Servant, : 

: 

AN. A q 
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ATTTIETEELELELAEETITDELELEEES. 


A moſt Serious ; 


PREFACE 


Out of Mr. RICHARD BAXTER. 


— 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


] I ſpeak plainly of the 2»ality of the Author's Arguings, Sactil, Deſert; - 


[ deſire the Reader not to interpret it, as if I had not the 5 + 
heartieſt deſire of Peace. — But Words are not anſwered 
according to their Nature, when the Nature of them isnot 
opened. — Plain-dealing is not the Sign of Enmity, but Love. Pag. 132- 
© The Law is open, our Writings and Doctrinesare eaſily tried. £2 
*If we ſay Evil, bear Witneſs of the Evil. Pag. 32. 
* Mark that Preacher, Conformable or Nonconformable, who py. gg. 
 ſtirreth hardeſt for his «4w-2 Honour, and would raiſe it by dif- 
* honouring others, and is moſt impatient of all that cloudeth 
*him, and 1s only for thoſe that (ct him up 3 and /ook out no fur- 
' ther for a Mark of Badneſs, but take that Man for one of the A 
' werſt, how wellſoever he preach or pray. 
* Art thou ready to cenſure the DoFrine of thy. Teachers, the | 
* AFions of thy Rulers, and the Perſons of thy Brethren  Be- gre att, 
*yond doubt thou art a proud Perſon 5 Pride hath ſeized on thy Ret. 
*Heart : There is too much Hel in thee, to have any acquain- 
(tance with Heaven. — There is no more Heaver than there is 
* Humility, | 


Cer- - 


| } 
| 

on. Caliian. 
P. 75: 


F pijt. Red, to 
Saumts colt, 


[6] 

© Certainly Pride is a greater'Sin than 1 Zoredow or Drunley, 
© eſs; and Humility 1sasneceflary as Chaſtity and Sobriety. Truly, 
© Brethren, a Man may as certainly, and more f{ily and dangerayſy 
* make haſte to Hell in a way. of *Profeſion, and carneſt Preacking 
* of the Goſpel, and ſeeming Zeal for an koly Life, as1n a way of 
* Drunkenncſs and Filthincſs. 

* Above all, ſee that you be Followers of Peace and Qnit, 
© both in the Church, and amcng your {clves. He that is not 1 
* $on of Peace, is not a Son of God, All other Sins deſtroy the 
* Church conſequentially, but Diviſon and Separation deſtroy it 


* directly. Building of the Church is but an orderly joining of the 


© Materials 3 and what then! is Disjoining, but pulling down) 


©Many Doctrinal Differences muſt be tolerated in a Church; 


Ret, 
0 
(/ 
07 
Ibid, 
= 2 
Ibid, 


| Pref, © C xe 
of Church Di- 


mf 


- © and why, but for Unity of *Peace? Therefore Diſunion and 
. © Separation is utterly intolerable. Believe not thoſe to be the Churches 


* Friends, that would*cure and reform her by cutting of her Throg. 


+ * Thoſe that ſay, No Truth mſt be concealed for Peace, have uſu: 


* ally 9s little of the one as the other, — Do not your Hearts bleed, 
© to look upon the State of. Ergland, and to think, how few 
* Towns or Cities there be, where there is any Forwardreſs in 
* Religion, that are not cut into Shreds, and crumbled asto Duit, 
« by Separations and Diviſons * To think what a Wound we 
© have hereby given to the Chriſtian Name ? — 

* [differ from many in ſereral DoGrines of Moment, — And 
* yet if I ſhall zcaloully preſs my Judgment on others, and ſeck 
* to wake a Party for it, and diſturb the * Peace of the Ghrrch, and 


* fepar.gte from my Brethren, | {hould fear leſt I ſhould prove 4 | 


*Frrerand in Hell, for buingd a Firchrand inthe Church, And 


* forall the Intereſt I have 1n your Judgment and Attections, I | 


* here charge you, that if God|(ſhould give me up to any Fadiow 


s *Chrhb-renaing Courſe, againſt which I daily pray, that you 


 for/ake me, and follow me not a ſtep, ——— 
* I thought once, that all that talk'd againſt SrGiſars and Sefs, 
* did but vent theite#uice againſt the beſt Ciriſtiars under thok 


* Names: But {zzce tht, I have ſeen what Love-kiling *Princi- 
* ples have done. I have long ſtood by, while Churches have 


been 
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then divided and ſubdivided 3 one Congregation of the Diviſion 
bouring to make the other contemptible and odious, and this 


called the Preaching of Truth, and the purer Worfhipping of God. <n 


[have ſeen this grow up to the height of Razters, in horrid 
Blaſphemies 3 and then of @xakers, in difdainful Pride and 
Gurline(s 3 and into the way ot Seekers, that were to ſeek for a 
Miniſtry, for a Church, a Scripture, and conſequently a Chriſt. 
| have many times heard it break out into wore horrid Reviling 
of the beſt Miniſtry, and gedlieſt People, than ever I heard from 
the moſt #24/ignant Drunkard, Thave lived to ſce it put to the 
Queſticn, 11 that which they call'd the Little *Parlianrent, Whe- 
«ther all the Miniſters of the Pariſhes of England ſhould be put 
down at once & When Love was once killed in their own 
Breaſts by thoſe ſame Principles which I here dete&. I have 


een how confidently the Killing of the King, the 'Rebellious = 


* Demoliſhing of the Government of the Land, the Killing of many 
'Trouſands of their Brethren, the Turnings and Overturnings of 
all kind of Rye, even that which they themſelves (et up, have 
been committed, and juſtified, and prophariely fathered xpor 
(Grd. Theſe, with more ſuch Fruits of Love-killing [| King- 
killing ] Principles and Diviſions, I have ſeen. Andif after 
'{o long, fo ſad, ſo notorious Experiente, you would have me 
{till to be terder of the Brood of Hell, 1 mean, theſe Love- 
deſtroying Ways , and to {hew any countenance to that which 
really bath done all this : you would have me as blind as the Sodo- 


| * mites, and as obdurate as Pharaoh and his Egyptians, and utter- 


ly reſolved never to [earn the IVill of God, or to regard either 


* Good or Evil in the World. — The ſame Sins are continued in 


| © vithout Repentance. And how guilty are thoſe Miniſters of the 


* Blood of Souls, that will not tell Men of their $7zz and Danger £2 

* He that after the Experiences of this Ace, will think 1t fit to 
* follow the Condud? of Injudicions Zealots, is left as inexcuſable, 
'asalmoſt any Man that never had a S7ght of Hell, 

*Preach Faith and Repentarce, the common Catechiſm- Prin- 
'caples, ( which are of greateſt need and uſe, and require the 
greateſt Skill in Preachers.) the * Bapti/aral Covenant, the (reed, 

| | the 


ED 


Cure of 
Church Divil, 


Pe 365», 
0 
Pe 94: 


 Thid. P.90, 91+ 


Ibid. Pp. 95,95) 


[3] 
© the Lord's Prayer, the 'Decalogne 3 and do not, : on pretence of 
© going bigher, trouble the Peoples Heads with unnece 
* things, nor turn them after vain Janglings, much leſs again | 
« Conformity, or any thing that refleFeth upon the Parifh- Miniſter, 
© You may quickly kindle in your Religious Hearers, a faGiog 
«© opinionative kind of Zeal, that ſhall make them Firebrand; jp 
* the Church, and no whit tend to ſave their Souls and yy 
© may deceive your ſelves by exerciſing an opinionative Zeal, whill 
«you think you are doing the Work of Chriſt. 

£ If there be any among you, that by ſuch a ſinful »-peaced( 

© Zeal, will be cenſuring and deriding Conformiſts , — and making 
© them odions to the Hearers, rebuke them ſharply, and cheriſh not 
«their Sin : And if they hear not, rebuke them before all ; an 
 ©if they amend not, caſt t/eme out of your Communion. And, x; 
© you love your ſelves, the Church, and others, let not the 
-. © proudeſt cenſorious *People be your eMaſters : Take heed of 
*that baſe complying Humour, that maketh ſome they dare ne 
« diſpleaſe them, leſt they ſhould call them as bad as they do the 
« Conformiſts. But if you come to this, it is the Women and 
* Boys, that have leaſt K:owledg, and moſt proud cenſorious Paſſion, 
* that will be the Church-Governours, Keep your Authority, let 
* them take it how they will, and be not ſervile Followers of the 
6 "Peoples Errors and Irregular Ways. 
- *If you ſet your ſelves in a dividing Way, ſecretly to rejoice 
© at the Conformable eMiniſter's diſparagement, and to draw s 
+» * many from him as you can, you are but Deſtrozers of the Church 
* of God : Call your ſelves what you will, Icall you Deſtroyer, 
<1t you are Dizzders. 

* Preach zealoully tor Love, againſt Love-killing exwious Zeal: 
© Teach them to know that all Men are imperfect and fauly, 
7 *and fo is all Mens Worſhip of God ; and that he that wil 
* not communicate with funlty Worſhip, muſt renounce Commu: 
<nion With all the World, and all with him. Unteach them that | 


of © faiſe Conceit, that all Book-Prajers are anlawful, yea, or all thit 


+ 18 impoſed. Read over tothem thoſe Pſalms, which have freque 


s Repectitions and Reſponſes, that they may know that ſuchar| 
| *ng 


[97 
not unlawful. If 1t be lawful for the People to ſing Cod's 
Praiſe, 1t 18 Not unlawtul to ſay itt: Do you doubt of the Con- 


«quence ? Prove to us what difference there was between the 
I: ircient Singing, and our Lavdatory Sazing, and you will find 


your Task roo hard. Unteach them that panliry Principle of 
placing, Religion in bcing croſs to the reſt of the Congregation 5, +9 
a when they will not ſtand ap at the Creed, or at the Fymns 

of Praiſe, when {xeaſon and Ofc tell us, that ſtanding up 18 a 
convenient praiſiyg Geſture : and when the Primitive Churches 
(from an unknown Origina), calling it an Apoſtolical Tradition, ) 
unanimouſly commanded Standing only in all the Lord's Days 

© Adorations 5 which becauſe we cannot now well obſerve, 1t 1s 
decently confined to Praiſes only. And in this the Conformiſts 

«do better and more decently than you. And it 1s ſorry Per- 
*rerſereſs to fly from a better Way, becauſe others uſe it. Un- 
teach them their unwarrantable Self-made Teſts of Church-(om- <= 
© 107, as if there mult be any other Proot of Holineſs needs 

* ven, beſides a ſober 'Pro ſion of Chriſtiatity, that 1s, of the 
optiiwal Covenant, not provedly contradiFed by Hereſy or a 
'vicked Life. If we are Nonconformiſts, becauſe we cannotcom- 

'oly with all 77vented uncapable Terms of Communion from others, 
\why ſhall we make ſuch Engines to divide the Church our ſelves, 
band do the wery things which we condemn in others * Unteach =» 
them their expectations, ' that all the Church mult be ſatisfed of 
the Sincerity of each Conmmunicant ; or that the Preſence of the <y 
*Unworthy, who are admitted by their own falſe Profeſſion, or 
*by the Miniſters Fault, doth make it unlawful to others there to 

* communicate, The Book called the Crre of Church-Diviſions, 
will tell you more ſuch dividing Principles, which you muſt 
*unteach them. .The Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed + 
* theſe, have been our Subverters, and are our Shame 5 and ſuch 

* Principles are the Shame of too many well-meaning honeſt People. 


'*Woto the ſelf/Þ Teachers, that for their Perſonal wg dare 


'not contradict them, but cheriſh them into their dividing 


* Errors ! 


B BR 


Ibid. p. 98. 

Ibid. p. 1cr- 

| (Eg 
i 


Ibid. Pp. 105, 


f 
[ 10 ] 
© In a word, Helpto ſave Religious *People from being ſuperſtition, 

© while they cry out againſt Superſtition : And make them knoy, 
«© that a Religion which conliſteth in our own eMz des and Way, 
c of Worſhip, and in decrjirg other Mens, may ſtand with all un. 

© mortified Sin; and that the Flelh is no more denied by ſting, 

* than by knceling. | 

« Brethren, ſuffer me to tell you, that pleaſimg the ignorant 
6 Prof, fſors Humonrs, is a Sir that ſheweth us too kumane ard car- 
@ al, and hath always ſad Effeds dt last. It any ſay, We (hall 
* thus /oſe our People; and the Separatiſts, who will cheriſh all 
(ch Humours, will have them all. I anſwer : We have tv 
*lorg tried the plealing Way already, and fee that we cure wot, but 
« cheriſh their Diſeaſe. Take God s Way. — And if they wil 
« follow Separatiſts, it 1s fitter they be miſled by ſach erroneous 
£ Perſons than by you. 
«Should the Miniſters of Lodo, that have ſuffered fo long, 

« but uſe any part of the Liturgy, and Scripture-Forms, though 
«without any Motive bur the pleafing of God, and the Churches 
* Good, what muttering and cenſuring would there be againſt 


+ *them? And Vo to thoſe few Teachers, that make up their Deſign 


| Ibid. P- IOZ, 
103,104 
['E x 


c by ckeriſhing theſe Dijt CNMALers / One would think that 
© their Warning had been fur. But, | nati ſint ad bis perdendan 
 Avigliam, the Lord have mercy upon us! 

© Let me ſay a word to this Kind of Religious "People : Ts it not 
© a Shame to you, that your worthieſt Miniſters ſhould be fain to 
* pO beſides their own Judgment in God's Worſhip, to humour 
*you? And that they mult tell the World, we would mis 
p Free-*Prazer and Forms in 'Pablick , but the People then will 
© be gone to the Separatiſts? But how come you to be ſo much 
© holier anc wiſer thai the holicſt and wiſcſt of your Teachers 
* Mark : ls it not more of the Women and Apprentices, thatarc 


e * of this mind, than of the old experienced Chriſtians 2 Is it not 


* an }ieb degree of Pride, in Perſons of your Starding and Ur- 
s derſtandirg, tO conclude, that almoſt all Chriſt's Churches in the 
* World, tor theſe 13co Years at leaſt, to this day, have offered 
* ſuch Worſhip to God, as that you are obliged to avoid it, and 

, « all 


CITED 
all their Communion 1n it 2 And that almoſt all the Catholick <2 


« (hurch 072 Earth this day is below your Communion, for uſing 
;Forms? And that even Calvin, and the Presbyterizmms, Gart- 


 {opricht, Hilderſham, and the Old Nonconformiits, were unworthy 


your Communion 2 Would you have run away from Dod and 
Perlins, or from Cyprian or Auguſtin, and ſaid, they are Formal 
Felews, not to be joined with? Doth God uſe by Miracle 
ito make ſelf-conceited Women, and zoung Mem, ſo much wiſer 
than the molt ancient, ſtudionr, and experienced Divines 2 
Brethren and Friends, I profcſs, for your Sixcerity many of you 
are our Joy, and it 1s not a little that we have doze and ſuffered © 
(for your ſakes : But I mult tell you, (for Adverfaries will tell 
it you ) that for your Tenorance, Injudicieuſneſs, Pride, Self- 
ronceitedneſs, you are our Griet and Shame : We are hit in the 
teeth with ſuch ſe!f-wiſe, ignorant, giddy, and wnpeaceable Fol- 
lowers: And we have nothing to ſay, but to bluſh, and fay, 
'you wear well, and that it 1s not long of us. Can God's Spirit, <1 
' which ordaineth Elders to be Paſtors in his Church, Le the Guide 
"of your Judgments, when with ſuch ſhameleſs Pride you ſet up 
'5our Errors againſt the Kzowledg of your Guides 8 — Tt ſhameth 
'us, it grieveth us, to hear from England, and from New-Ergland, 
' this co7720% Cry, We are endangered by Diviſions, becauſe the <2 
*ſelf-conceited Part of the Religions People will not be ruled by 
their Paſtors, but muſt have their Way, and will needs be 
Rulers of the Church and them. | 
*Yea, I tell you with Truth and Grief, I am confident, 
'( next to Mens own Sir, which leaveth them to a Judicial De- 
'Iuſton,) Notking hath dowe more to ſet up *Popery, — than 
'the ſcandalous Inſtances of your Uurulineſs, and Church-tearing 
'Humours, And that you, have made more Papifts, than ever 
'You or we are like to recover. Nothing is any whit conſiderable 
'that a Papiſt hath to ſay, till he comes to your Caſe, and faith, 
'Doth not Experience tell you, that without Papal Unity and 
'Force theſe People will never be ruled or united £ It is you t'-at 
'tempt them to uſe Fire and Faggot, that will not be r#l:d, nor 
'kept in Concord, by the wiſe#t, and holiei?, and moſt ſelf denying 
B 2 Miniſters 


En —_ 


t 
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« Miniſters on Earth. — Wo to the VVerld becauſe of Offences 

© and Wo to ſome by whom they come ! | 
Fpiſt. ro-ſepa- *The Hand of God is apparently gone out againſt your Ways 
rae Congreg. © of Separation 5 You ſee you do but prepare Perſons for a furthy 
's © Progreſs. Seekers,  Ranters, 2uakers, and too many profeſq 

« Tifidels, do ſpring up. from amongſt you, as it this were you 

| © Tourney's egd, and the-Perfection of your [Kevolt. 

M. againſt ©I think, Tal we have better taught, even our Godly People, 
 Crandon,p.83. ©xphat Credit and Obedience is due to their Teachers, and Spiritual 
” © Grides, the Churches of Englund ſhall never have Peace, or any 

+ © good and eſtabliſhed Order. We arc broken fur want of the 

« Knowledg of this Truth, Till this be known, welſhall never be 

< well bound up and healed. | ; 

Gild, Salyian. © To be againſt Diſcipline is tantum non to be against the M;. 
vp 179. ef niftry; and to be againt the eMimitry, 1s tantum 102 to be 
* © abſolutely against the Ghurch 5 and to be againſt the Church, is 

© zear to being abſolutely against Chriif, Blame not the Harſh 

© eſs of the Inference, till you can avord it, 'and free your ſelye; | 


© from the Charge of it before the Lord. 


* All which is the moſt ſerious Judgment, Admonition, an 
6 Adwace of 


RICHARD BAXTER. 


Which may redound to a Publick Miſchief. 


C13 -] 


ESO ALSHASBRS BERKS RUBENS 

The Proteſtation of the Writer of theſe Refle(tions, to all 
that ſhall vouckſafe to read them, touching Himſelf, 
and bus Deſron. 


> ets 
2 978 


de Writer of thete Reflections doth t.cre prote3t once for 
all, his real Belief of a God, a Chriſt, an Heauer, and 
an Hel/: And that he 1s neither 'Papijt, nor Popijhly 
afrecded, nor under any Covenant not to obey our Þlc//ed 
Saviour, againſt the World and the Fleſh 5 nor yet an- Emery to 
thoſe truly modeſt, humble, quiet, and peaccable Diſſenters, 
who do what they can of that which 1s enjoined them, and for the 
reſt, ſubmit themſelves wholly with Patience and Meekreſs, with- 
out contempt or reviling to the Laws and Government, 

That he hath no Malice, nor perſonal Grudg againſt Mt. Baxter 
n particular 3 nor any Cortroverſy with him, further than as in 
his publick Writings he diſagreeth with, and reproacheth his more 
calm, conſiderative, and ſober Self; or ſeeketh to andermine and 
caſt dirt upon the Venerable Eſtabliſhment of this Church and 
Kingdom, with the Biſhops and Governours of both, and A/ that 


| (as1t becometh orderly Chriſtians and Subjes ) pay their conſei- 


entions Obedience thereunto. 

And,. That his Deſign herein was not to 2i//ify and diſparage 
any thing that is otherwiſe good and commendable in this Author, 
( whereof a competent ColleFion may be ſcenin the Preface before- 
going) 3 much leſs to expoſe, real Piety and Yertve unto Scorn, 
by reaſon of the *Pretences unduly made unto them ; or to em- 
bitter the inordinate Paſſions and Rage of any, againſt thoſe that 


_ differ in ſome Opinions from themlclves. 


But only to check, and abate ſomewhat (if poſſible) of that 


fond Eiteem this Man of Contradidions expreſſeth of his own 


Abilities and Fudgment, and that Popular Admiration of Him, 


And: 


[ 14 ] 


And, To warn every one to ſtudy a due Conſiſtence with 
Fimſelf, and Deference to his reſpedive Superiors, Whether 
Civil or Ecclcſ1altical : 

And, to expoſe all Pride and Arrogance, Opinionatry and Af- 
fe@ation, Sineularity and Self-conceit, Envy and Ambition, (en- 
ſorionſneſs and Quncharitablereſs, Moroſtty and Peewiſhneſs, Fro. 
wardneſs and *Perverſencſs, Cavilling and, Pwarrelſomneſ, Strife 
and Contention, Schiſm and Diviſion, Fadion and Sedition, De. 
famation of God's Prieſts, and ſpeaking evil of Dignities, *Phari. 
faiſm and Hypocriſy, Headineſs and Kaſhmeſs, bitter Zeal and 
Giddineſs, Abuſe of Holy Scripture, and Superſtition, Rudeneſ; 
and Unmanrerlineſs, (thoſe Brats of Hel, Peſts of the Church, 
and Incendiaries of the World, which it 15 great crxelty to be 
tender of,) unto Infamy and Deteſtation. 

And finally, To admoniſh, if any have private Perſuaſions 
of their own, not to trouble the Church with the »ſeaſonable di. 


vHlging them 3 or if they have Petitions to preferunto Authority, | 


'Not to make them firſt to the People, nor to mingle them with 
Reproaches, Challenges, and Threatnings 3 or if they have A- 
polopies and Defences to offer for Non-conformity, briefly and 
cooly to give their Reaſons, with what zeroouſneſs they can, but 
without vain and idle digreſſrons, needleſs multiplying of Contro- 
verſies, ſlandering the Laws and Conſtitutions, or cortumelions 


and provoking Language. 


Rom. 14. 22. Hait thou Faith ? Have it to thy ſelf before God : 


Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf, in that thing wlich 
he alloweth. 
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Sober and uſeful Refletions, &c. 
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fitively, Mr. Baxter to be the Author of this Book, [ Sarri- Author of 
Sacril. Dc, £4 


[ it be demanded at our Eztrance, whence I conclude fo po- (routing the 


leg. dejert. | (ince there 1s not any Name affixed to tt? I 
anſwer : | 
As certainlv, as if both Name and Picture, with a Nos quoque 8 
forvimas,, — had been ſet to the Title-page of it. It hath 6 
much of his Likeneſs as to own the Father, and ſo reſembles 
others of his #»doubted and declared Off-ſprings, as to leave no 
room for helitancy about it, to any one that 1s but a little con- 
verſant with his Way and Writings. — But to ſatisfy the Rea- 
der, that I have not wrong'd him, I will ſuggeſt ſome matters 
here of eaſy obſervation. 
And Firſt; I note in the General the Imperious Stile of the Man, 
aſſuming to himſclt as Head of the Non-conforming Brotherhood, 
ſpeaking 1n their Name, and upon every occaſion, charging and 
counſelling of them. But more peculiarly I obſerve, what he 
tells us of himſelf, [.Apt to ſpeak ſharply againſt the Humors and Pap. 126. 
Weakneſs of Keligions People: Which is a Commendation hard- 
ly to be given to any other of the Way beſides. 
2dly; Whar think you of this? In the Preface to his Care of 
Church-diviſFons, he hath it thus: [_*If the Fierceneſs of any. 
* contradict what I ſay, I only add, that it is not an wnexperien- 
'ced Perſon that ſpeaketh it 3 and one who through the Mercy 
* of God hath long kept a 2umerons Flock, in Love, and Onity, * 
*and *Peace, by ſuch like means, and hath ſeen the lamentable 
* Effects of the contrary Way.” In this other Book thus: | <1 
think thoſe many Religious People I have had the Over-/ght of, ©5297: 
*are asready to be ruled by me, and as undivided, as any I 
© have 
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3 i B I 39. C havec known. | And. hs | Call confidently lay, that when] 


© had a Paſtoral Charge, where I nceded many Afliſtants, if 5 
© had known where that Man lived, whom the People would 
© have loved, honoured, and! profited by zzore than my falf 1 
© would have rid nicht aud day to get him to be the Man, 

And vet for all that, it ſcems he needed not to have rid Many 
AfGlzs noher ; for it follows immediately ;—_— [ * And when 
© [ have heard my Nerghbour- Miniſters, that were younger Mey, 


© ([ can ſcarce forbear naming of them ) preach much more af. ' 


© fect orndtely and profitably than my {-lf, I have ſat under them 
with Tears of Joy.] Now it much more affec/onately and' 


profit et.'y,, the Golly Peopic doubtleſs would more profit under 


fem, and conſequently for their WVork-ſake love and honour 
them. — But I quote this here by the way, becaulc I tind a like 
Obſervation dropp'd from Dr. Pierce on Mr. Baxter, upon ſuch 
an occalion: | * That you are below ſome of your Brethren, 
« jt 15 enough that you have told me: I am not concerned tg 


" « contradict you 5 yet ſome may ſay, you contradic? your own 


& ſelf, becauſe you add, you would preicntly quit your *Place, if 
« a probable Evidence could be given you of a Tetter Supph, * 
« Every Uſurper may ſay as much, it he be but qualitied with 

« an havehty Opinion of himiclt.| 
3dlz ; Scarce any Man hath boaſted more publick.y, (and 
pollibly with lefS reaſon ) of 'his own Study, V7/dowr, ind Ex 
perience 3 or betrayed a more arrogant Conreit of his own Abili- 
tics and Performances. — So that we might have known hifn 
without that Confeſſion : [ * For my own part I am conſcious 
© of Pride and Seltiſhneſs.'] As he hath alſo formrerly acknow- 
ledped. Mark his Vanity and Oſtentation in an Inſtance or two 
©1n Print. | * To the Praiſe of God I ſpeak it, (O Loyd, Ithark 
© thee, ) — that in thole ancient, common, dilturbing Contro- 
© yerlies,, between the Arminian and Anti-arminian, Lutheran 
* and Caltinist,” Feſuit and Dominican, I have diſcerned thoſe 
* Principles which quict my own Mind, and which, I am conf 
* dent, were they received according to their Evidence, would 
* quiet the now contending World.” | *I have ſhewed you,lI think, 
* the 
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the true Mean in the Doctrine of Juſtification and Redemprt1- 
 0n, @c.] In like manner for Diſcipline, as well as Doctrine, 
touching the Ditferences about Cinrcb-Covernment and Worſhip, 


1a fawning Preface to 'Kichard Cromwel), he adds: [| — © Int pi Dad. te 
©1z5 Beek, and ore of Confirmation, which Ilatcly publiſhed, tore kis kre | 


jv 


[ confdently affirm, 1s contained much of that reforming recon- © ** 
cling Truth, which mult kcal us, 1F ever we be healed. |] Did 
evcr any found the Trumpet louder, to ſummon all to take no- 
ice of him? Did ever £@x:k offer more to recommend his 
Pills or Balſam 2 — And after this, who can doubt whom he 
means, that the gourger Miniſters ſhould look upon as the 


Extraordinary of this Age? _ | * If God endow here and there Sacil. Deſert. 


ve Mun with an extraordinary Judgnrent, 1t is the Wiſdom and P:'t5: 

© Happineſs of the Times to 4now him, and to kindle their Torches © 

bat tis Fire. So did one Lnther, one M. landhon, one Calvin, 

*one Eraſnzus, one Few l, Whitaker, Reynolds, Davenant, &c. 

© profit many. You may go a hundred Viiles among the lefs ju- 

*dicious Sort, and miſs of that Light, which one Ameſtus, one 

t Ftrargins, one Le*Blaic, &c. could ſhew the World. And 

it is the Plague of corrupted Nature, that Jgnorance keepeth Me 

' from knowing it ſclf'; and not one of a Multitude,. even of Re- 

*Iigivus Men, who arc injudicious, will belzevethat they are injus 

* dicions ; but every Man 1s ſo much the wore confident that he | 
*11nthe right, and others err, by how much the more he erreth pag. 116: 
* himſelf: So that few 1gnorant Mimiſtcrs are teachable, be- 
*cauſe by Othce they undertake to teach. But through God's 

* Mercy,. /My own Converſe hath been with an humble Sort of Mi- -, 
* niſters, which was theOccaſon of onr Qnity and Peace. ]— Do 
you not ſee here the one * Baxter of the Age, whom it were the -:y 
Wiſdom and Happineſs of the Times to know better, and kindle 
their Torches at his Fire? The Gamaliel, at whoſe Feet the 


younger Miniſters ( Ay, and *Biſbops too ) ſhould all fit down, 
and approve their Humility, by learning of him, and ſubmitting 
to his DireCtions and DiQttes, for Uity and Peace ſake? And 
lo avoid that great Miſchief, which he thus ſpeaks of; — [*The pag. 115, 
*clf-conceitedneſs and Pride of the 30urger and more injudicious 
* dOrt. 
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© Sort of the Miniſters, ( and yet ſach he was certainly himſelf 4 


his early ſetting out,) © hindring them from tollowing the Coun. 


«© of wiſer and more experienced Men, For tho we mu 


© have no arrogant Lord!y Oſurpers among us, yet all that know 
© any thing mult confeſs, that inall Profeſſions wiſe and exinrious 
« Men arc few. It is but to few Divines that God giveth cleqr 
* and accurate Judgments.) $0 as to quiet the contending Worl 
in the moſt perplexed Controverſies, whether about Do@rine, of 
Diſcipline and Worſhip, by the Evidence of their Principles, & 


-[* And undoubtedly there is a threefold Superiority and Sub. 


« million of Divine Obligation: 1. Of Swbjeds to Men in Office 


< over them. 2. Ofthe Tonneer to the Elder. 3. Of them that 


© have les Knowleds, to them that have more. For Office and 


. © Seniority are but Formalities, did they not ſuppole an eximioy 


c Fitneſs by ſuperior K 1owlede. | 


He can therefore grant, we ſee, to Prince and Prelates, thoſe 


, two Formalities of Office and Senjority 3, and yet reſerve to himſelf 


the all-commanding Superiority of exi-ri0nus Knowledg, a molt 


clear and accurate Fudgnent, by virtue of which we are all under | 


the dizinesf Oblieation to ſubmit unto him. And thus he hath 
got the knack of 7-2poſtz7g upon others, beyond what the Laws 
and Canons are able to do. And this he knows well enough: 
—- * Do you think, faith he, that there 1s zo Jwpeſttion but by 
Force 2 

4ihly; Tf we look a little more into the Proof of his Accuracy 
and exactneſs, even to the ſplitting of an Hair, we ſhall get ſome 
further diſcovery of him. * An Epiſcopal Protcſtant of the ſe- 
© verc{t ſort, who 1s neither for Sects, nor for Church-Tyranny.] 
The Man evermere in the Mean, | between dividing Errors, 'and 
© the extreme of Formality, | tor the Point of Honour 1n the 
Eſcutcheon. Thus for Synads, his Rule is, [ © Be ſure to keep 


* out both the Tyranny of Major Votes, and of the proud mas 


© oiſterial Arrogations of any Individuals.] Thus all along his 


Cire of Church-diviſons, we find him brandiſhing a two-edged 
Sword, and (Ambo-dexter Nike ) laving about him-on both ſides, 
againſt the Conformilis on the one hand, and the Separatiſts on 

the. 


[ 19 ] 
he other. The ſame Courſe he exactly imitates in this : And 
© ellewkere again, 1n the Controverites between the Convention 


at Dort, and the Remonſirants, of which he may have heard 


ſufficiently from Tienus. And his Hap too, as well as Genius, 
:n all Diſputes almoſt, 1s mmmch-what the ſame ; pretending to the 
Mer, to take part uſually with one Extreme. 

;thlyz Obſerve this other Place well : [© The moſt Non- p,,.,,, 
«conformable Miniſters of my acquaintance, whoſe Judgment I 
tever asked of that matter, do ſeem to think, as I my ſelf do, 
«that the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, 1ndependents, and Eraſtians. 
have each of them ſome Truth and Good, which above the 
breſt they do defend 3 and each of them ſame ſpecial Miſtake, 
© where they err above the reſt : And, it we could know it, we 
«would take the bei? from among them all, and leavethe worſt.” 
And if you ow 7t mot, how came you to aſſert zf © But com- 
pare we this with Mr. Baxter elſewhere : | © For my part, were x4,;, Saribe, 
my Judgment of any moment to others, after ſerious Study in Pioot for 19- 
this Point, both in Scripture and Antiquity, eſpecially the Wri= 55, Chureh: 
ters of the three firſt Centuries, I am confidently perſuaded, that ft = FA 
the true way of Chriſt's Diſcipline 1s parcel'd out between the 
' Epiſcopal, Eraſtian, Presbyterians, and Independents, and that 
&every Party hath a Piece of the I ruth in peculiar. | 

6thly; You may know the Man by the Story of Ithariur, 
which he gives more at large in his Cre of Church-diviſſons, glan- <,,. .t 
cing at himſclf as the St. oartin of our Times, where he refers Church-Divif, 
likewiſe to other Writings wherein he had quoted it: And a- F373: 
gain, at the end of that Book, he recommends it from Mr. Hooker. 
[1 this Treatiſc of Sacrzleg. Deſert. we are pointed toit twice, and Pas. 17. 
from thence have the Elegancics of [ Ithacian Maſters in: our own Os. es 
Coats ] applied to the Conformiſts, and | Ithaciar: 950d] by my wp” 
proportion to the Convocation. 
 7thly; Look out the May of Eminencey among thoſe concern'd 
In the Work at the King's Return, 1660, who offered for Con- | 
cord the Ep:{copal Form, as he calls it, which Arch-Biſhop Oſber Tag 4 
Is ſaid to have proved to be the true Government of the Ancient © © 
Churches, *Tis Mr. Baxter's Glory, thathe convers'd with that 

C 2 Prelate 3 
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Prelate, and the Account of what paſſed between them he 
hath cl{ewherc related more at large. An again, in this Treg, 
tiſe ke rells us: [| © Beixter, (modeltly ! ) whom you name 
© hath told you, that Biltop Cher proteſled his Judgment to 
© tim. | | 

214; The other Phraſcs are chara@eriſtical enough of them. 
ſuives; [© We have aimoſt twelve years ago cried out, eventy 
© Onmanneriineſs, that, it polubly, we might have been heard 
© to the Reverend Prelates. ] And again: | *Have we not l 
© many years ago beſonght his Party, with all humble Petition and 
© Importunity, and diſputed it with them 2? ] - Again : | © Fathers 
© and Brethren, tho | have preſumed to countel the Noxcons 
© formiſts as my Equals, | will preſume no higher with you, 


<than to lay my (4 at your feet, and humbly a. ſecond time tg 


* become your Petitioner for the Souls of Men. | Once more, 
['* To theſe Revercnd Fathers I have formerly ſpoken, to their 
* preat Offence. | 

However, you will ſay, | here 1s deep Humility in the Caſey 
Hypocriſy rather, and ſrony or Abuſe 5 the Petition to the Prelates 
and Conformiſts, prelented to the People, as hath been the Puritan 
Faſhion. And it is no Uncharitableneſs thus to conlcrue him, 
who ſuith exprelly, the filenced Miniſters were | 4s wiſe and as 
good as themſelves, nay, and better too 3 it Tean rake any Sence 
of this other Paſlage: |[_* I muſt give them, ( meaning the /u- 
merous and weak Sirt of Religions People, there ſpoken of,) *this 
« Teſtimony, That tho many of them cannot judg of Jdiciouſ 


* neſs in their Teachers, yet molt of them love a ſerious Preacher 


© and a godly Liver 3 and few of them diſtaſte either Prelates or 
© Contormilts, if they preach ſerioutly, and live holily, But 


*zwhen in all the Ceuntries they ſee ſuch Preachers and Livers cho- 


« ſen out for ſlercine, all the World cannot keep them from 


| © difliking ſach Biſhops, as ſhall do thus.] Now what a wicked 


Generation, what an ungodly Crew of Men mult they needs 
be. who not in oze Country only, but in a the Countries of 
the Kingdom, thus wralicicuſly chuſe and cult ont the ſerious Preas 
clers and holy Livers for (iiencing & Are theſe Perſons likely 
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.o be revcrenced in good earneſt by him, as Fathers and Bres- 
thren 2? Ec 


Laſtlzz After all this, I need not add, | © Ball and Baxtey Tg 48. 


© have much againſt you, but nothing for you, and Rt 
* themſelves better than gou can unclerſtand them 5 and he that ſur- 
: viveth, (1. e. "Baxter, ) ©taketh himtcIf to be abuted by your 
Allegations, and provoketh you to cite, ©c. | This muſt 


certainly come from an ſ-tizrate, and had been | Mr. Baxter || 


it leaſt from another hand. And again, [ * We that have lived Paz. 110; 


4nan Age, when the Engines of Church-Diviſion have fo ſadly 
'proſpered, and born our Teſtimony againſt thew, — | The Au- 
thor then of the Crre of Church-Diviſcons, muſt be concluded 
by us, the Author of Sacrilegions Deſertion, &C. 


And now having given this particular Account of my Belief [ Of the 
touching the Arthor, ( whom at this diſtance from London I can- B29kit ſelf. ] 


' not otherwiſe ſearch out, than by theſe 7trinſrc CharaFers of the 


Book it {EY 1 paſs on to ſome bricf Reflections upon certaine 
other Paſſages of his Treatiſe, wherein yet Fdelign not at all to 
enter on Azother's Task, or prevent that truly learned and moderate 
Perſon whom he undertakes to an{wer, under the abutive Name 
of the Confident Pueſtioniſt, by offcringat his Defence 5 but will 
only drop ſome occa/ional Renarks upon divers Pallages, as they 
come to hand, | 


[ Mr. Bs 


[ =— © Iam not without fear, ſaith he, of the Weaknels, hog Arey 
*Rathncls, Injudiciouſneſs, and Imprudence of ſome, that are Gs þ+r oa | 


| yet earneſt and profitable Preachers.] And again, |_*Ireally7;,; 

' fear, leſt zzeer Nonconformity have brouekt ſ. me Men into(Repu- 51 © 

* tation, as conſcientious, who by weak Preaching will loſe the Pag $6,89/88. 
*Reputation of being judicious, more than their Silence loſt ut, - 
—* Verily the Injudiciouſicfs of too many among you 1s for a 
*Lamentation. Bur the grand Calamity is, that the moſt Inju- 

* diciaus are uſually the moſt confident and ſelf-conceited 5 and 

'none ſo commonly give way to thcir-ignorant Zeal to cenſure, 


' backbite, and reproach others, as thoſe that know not what 
they 
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« they talk of I impute not this unto you as Norconformiſt, 


_ ©hut as Sons of Adm : For Ex perience hath convinced me, that 


Cf 
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« Pride of Onderſtanding, when Men have Iittle to be proud of 
© or Confidence of all Mens own Apprchentions, 1s the Vice of 
© Mer, Women, and Children, when they are paſt eighteen years 
© of Age, which ſcems to me moſt deſperately incurable. |— | *Few 
* Sorts lo (illy, but are always m the right, and others errone. 
* ous 1n compariſon of them, as Bedlams pity the Ignorance of 
« their Keepers. ] And again, | * Partiality may make ſome of 
* your own Mind think all well that you fay, and all weak that 
Others ſay, but the reſt of Men will the more deſpiſe you. Be 
© not wiſe in your own Conceit. — Pride is the Firſt-born of the 
* Deril;, and Pride of Knowledg and Goodneſs 18 more common 
© and pernicious, than Pride of Comelineſs, Wealth, or Greatneſ, 

We may ſay of him, as LaGantius of ſome of the Philoſo- 
phers, that he is 77 ſua witia facundits, m nothing more elo- * 
quent than 1n his Invectives againſt /s own Vices. The proudeſt 
Man that lives, as I find it obſery'd, is yet a profcls'd Enemy to 


bis Brother's Pride, treads on Pride often with a greater Pride, 


Pas. 23» 24, 
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and cannot endure his darling and bcloved Sin in another : And 
all, as Mr. Baxter well hath it, | «* Becauſe Pride would make 
* every Man a God to the World, on whom all mult depend, whom 
*all muſt honour and obey, and »o Mar muſt contraditt ; and all 
* that depart from them are ſuppoſed to accuſe and undervalue 
* them. And thus as of our. own ſclves, forme Men ariſe to draw 
© Diſciples after them ;, fo others ſet the Churches in a flame, for 
* fear of loſing any of their Diſciples or Ejteem.] | © We have all 
naturally, ſaith he, a *Pope born 37 us 5 and, when Men have 
* never ſo much talked againſt Popery and Prelacy, too many 
© cenſure, and run away from all that are not of their way.] 
—— Here 1s now muſt certainly the Koot of all Contertion, Schiſm, 
Dijobedience and Nonconforunty to the innocent and wholſom Eſta- 
bliſhments of cur Superiors, both in Clurch and State, And the 
Brethren he ſpeaks unto, have reaſon to take it to themſelves in 
a pecuttar manner, whether as Nonconformiſts, or Sons of Adatt, 
I will not diſfute, We may rather comprimize the Buſineſs, and 


for 
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(or Peace-ſake allow them both Titles, or grant them Sons of 
Adam upon a double Score, onceas Mex, and again as Noncor. 
prmiſts, 

But how ſhall the Weakneſs, Raſhneſe, Injudiciouſneſs, and <3 
Imprudence of theſe proud, ſelf-conceited, and ignorant, yet ear- 
weſt and profitable Preachers, ( as we are often told concerning 
them ) which is ſo juſtly to be feared, and may prove fo hurtful, 
he either prevented or remedied, whillt thoſe to whom it belongs 
t0 ſuper-intend, corre, and regulate ſuch Diſorders, are utterly 
abandon'd by them 2 Whilſt they are al/ of equal Power and Lz- 
lerty, and will not erdure a 'Biſbop over them, and none may pre- 
ſume to [lence them 2 

[© I have met with few Preſbyterian Miniſters in Ezgland, tho [Of the 
© moſt have that Namegiven them in their Licences. — Impu- pa" Pref 
«dence hath called them Preſbyterians many ycars, who offer'd 2p - 

; oo © Grp Noncont. ] 

the Epiſcopal Form which Arch-Biſhop Oſher proved to be the 
'trae Government of the Ancient Churches, ] It there are but Pag-4 & 5: 
few Preſbyterians 1n Ermgland, the World is well amended fince <9 
the Scot's Invaſion, the taking of the (ovenant, the [ting of the 
Weſtminſter- Aſſembly, and the Seitlement of many Claſſes in Lon- 
don and eljewhere, What 1sbecome of them all, lincetherewere . jo hog. 
0 other of, any Nane or Account, but a few Diſſenters only 2 And 1 confe(s, of 
yet, 1f moſt have that Name given them in their Licences, why ne veg being 
ſhould any own them for other than what they are there call'd ? a.m: he would 
Or, it they renounce the Ajpeliation, what have they to Juſtify "Ang oar ut 
tkeir Licence £ * But the goo Man grows warm upon it, as if could reſolve 


the Name row were an Abomination < [ [© Impudence, faith he, = Fn _ 
ut a XN. Cor 


hath call'd, ec. ] And this Impudence, it ſeems, their very c- 4i{ſuisfed 
Licences are guilty of, fall the Reproach where it will, for therein, withibe Eita- 

as he tells us, 1s that Name given then, ns 

Well, but what 1s the Appellation they are willing to aſſure 

in lieu of this £ | * An Epiſcopal Proteſtant of the ſobereſt Sort, Pas. 5 & e. 
neither for Sets, nor Church-Tyranny.] I know many that 
are for a Paſtoral Adminiſtration, without Churck-Thraxny and 
* Clif, ] Good! | © An Epiſcopal *P roteſtavt, | but againſt 
| ÞB: 1100Þs . 

3 


ff 


| Pas, 59. 


TL, Primarc'; 
Cenf, of Pref- 
tit, Ordioat. 
By Ur.B. pag, 
1351 120, 


"Biſhops + [* Of the ſobcreſt Sort, ] others, it ſcems, are drunk 
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or ad. { * Netther for Seus, nor Ckurch-T granny, } But will 
not the Seclaries and SclLiſmaticks tax him with C burch-Tyrany, 
whom they find an Enemy 10 ti-wjelves © ' And 1s not this toy, 


i the ſetting up of 4 new Self under another Name 2 Mark well 


the Apoſtle: Fucry ee of jor faith, I am of Paul, [ of Apollo, I of 
Cephag,ard [ of Chriic, 1 Gor. 1.12, INor Were they lefs carnal that 
pretended to Chriſt ozly, againlt Paul, Apeto, and Ceptar, than 
tholc that laid claim to «ry of theſe Aprſiles, as the Head of thei 
Futtion, and took their Names from lem. 

Diogeres Laertins makes mention of an &/þto5 WwArumy, 
Seda clefliva, introduced by one *Potazron of Alexandria, whoſe 
prof. led Principle it was, to pick ont of ceery Sect that which beſt 


liked kis Enmour. — And of this, it fecms, Mr. Baxter Is, 25 


we heard before, however here he call himſclf an Epiſcopal 
Proteſtant, In truth, a FÞ ree-'Pliloſopher, another Potumon, net- 
ther. Epiſcepal, nor *Presbyteriar, nor Indeperdent, nor Eraſtia, 
but ſozrewhat of each, could he once tell wicat, 

Ay, but Arch-Biſhop Cſher's Form of Epiſcopal Government 
would down with him, and others of his Pcrſuaſion. This is 


pretended often, ſince that Learned *Prelate's Death, How far 
he might condeſcend in the worlt of Times, to keep up ſome 


appearance of Autkority in the Church, when Prelacy was abjured, 
I know not : But can it cntcr 1nto any Man's belief, that lis 


Grace would cvcr call the Gor c:2:vent of the Clurck of England, » 


or of Ireland, as it was in ts Time ſettled, and now again'1s re- 
ſtored, Thzrarnical £ Or, that he ſhould ſubmit to do Penance 


himſelf for Church-Tzrarny Or did he ever allow of Ordination 


by meer Presbjters kere as valid & Mr. Baxter hath it : [ *The 
© Biſhops to ſome of us, and Ser7or Paſtors ( 2 new word for 
**Presbyters,) to others, by Miniſterial [nveſtiture impoſed the 
* neceſlity ( of Preaching ) on us.] Hear we now the Pri- 
mate, (as one who well knew reports it ): © Holding, as Ido, 
* that a Biſhop hath Swperiority ir degree above a Presbyter, you 
* may eaſily judg, that the Ordination made by ſuch Preſbyters, 


Lo 


( 


« as have ſevered themſelves from thoſe Biſhops, unto. whom they 


[ 25 ] 
« had ſworn Canonical Obedience, cannot poſſibly be excuſed by me 
6 from being Schiſmatical.] Will theſe Epiſcopal Proteſtants 
hold, 45 he did, a Biſhop to have Superiority in degree above a 
Preſbyter > And will they declare, as be did, the Ordination 
by Presbyters revolted fron their Biſhops to be Schiſmatical £ Then 
xerhaps they may begin to lay ſore claim unto his Patronage : 
But until then, for Epiſcopal Proteſtants, they may write them- 
flycs, with more both of Truth and Ingenuity, Proteſters or 
(ovenanters againſt Epiſcopacy. —— But all this while, do any Ry gs -} 
mongſt us plead for Church-Tyranny £ No, that ts the Abule 41a, to make a 
of the * lawful Power our Biſhops are inveſted with, and which Cy Hep? : 
they diſclaim no leſs than he. But here moſt i»vidionfly deſign'd, 4, Magftre- 


| | fear, it was, to 72ſ//zmate into the Peoples minds, that our #- etedrants 


"Magiſtrates 


- | Biſhops are but ſo many Church-Thrants, God bleſs his Majeſty 755% Legi= 


next from the Imputation, which his Father of bleſſed memory, 4. 
with all his ſzzocence and Condeſcer;ſton, could not eſcape ! 

*Be it known to the Reader, that the Name of Nonconfor- Pag. 7. 
miſts was not made by our ſclves, but by others, as the Names 
'of the four Confeſlors, Dar. 1. were. | Sure this muſt needs 
be thought a matter of ſome great moment, proclaimed, as it 
were, - with a Noverint Oniverſi, to the World ; and we are 
much to blame, if we make not ſome Obſervations upon it, But 
what! is the Name of Noxconformiſts ſo odious, as not to be 
owned, when the thing it ſelf is a Glory 2 Doth meer Noncon- Pag. 86. 


formity bring ſore into Reputation, as conſcientious £ And is the 


Name yet deemed a Reproach £ © The thing it {elf is ſure odious, 
*it the Name be ſo odious, as to turn your Stomachs. How Gil. Salvian. 
ſhould the Preſence and Guilt of it terrify you, if the Name ?' 29% 292: - 
*make you ſtart? So Mr. Baxter elſewhere reaſons. — But do 
you conform to the Ecclchiaſtical Laws, or do you not 2 If 
not, why are you ſo ſhie of the Appcllation of Nozconformiſts, 
%1f there were ſomewhat in it that you were really aſhamed of? 
[have ſometimes ſeen a Book entitled, A ſhort Surzey of the 


* grand Caſe of the preſent Miniſtry, by ſome Conformable Noncon- 


formiſts, printed in the Tear, 1663. $0 there you prettily ſtile 
your ſelves, Conformable Nonconformiſts ; i. e. 1f I underſtand + 
£ D | Englifh, 


J 
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Ezgliſh, Nonconformiſts, which do or can conform. Nonconfor. 
miſts, which do conform, ſounds a Contradidion ; Nonconforarift,, 
Mo can conform, but will not, denotes Perverſeneſs. Chuſe 
whether you hke beſt : Non-conformiſts you are {till by your 
own Subſcription 5, and it is not unlike, but Mr. * Baxter among 
the reſt may be concerned in it. — But there 1s ſomewhat elſe 
the Reader is to gather from this grave [ntimation : The People 
by all means forſooth muſt look upon you, is ſo many Confeſſors, 
Danicls, that will not be defiled with the Portion of the King, 
Meit, and rc{olved with the other three, whatever come of it, zu 
' to bow down to the Image which the King hath ſet up; no, tho you 
were like to be cat into a fiery Furnace, heat ſeven times hetter than 
ordinary for it, We take the Hint : The King # or may be — And 


you are the Nonſuch Confeſſors, Dan. 1. 19,20. None like Daniel, 
Hananiah, Miſhael, & Azariah: Therefore ſtood they before the King, 
and in, all matters of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, that the King 
enquired of them, he found them ten tines better than all the Mi- 
gicians and Aſtrologers that were in his Realm. The Application 

and Uſe 1s left to the Populace. 
However, for once let us bear the blame of aming you what 
you are. You certainly, who take offence at ſo ſmall a matter, 
muſt be preſumed innocent and blameleſs your ſelves, as to dt 
others, and thoſe eſpecially you here challenge : Then whoſe, 
$eethe Key beſeech you, are all theſe? * The old'and new Strain of © Biſhops : 
"oli The old Epiſcopal Divines,. and the new reconciling Papiſts or Groti- 
Grot. Relig. as 5 The new Prelatical Romaniſts and Separatiſts, 8c. 1 need 
_— ; 29, Not ſend you from the preſent 7 * A ſilencing Dioceſan : 
39,3968,113, The Sed of the Dioceſan Prelatiſis : QOſurpers: Mr. Fulwood, 
ng _ and ſome ſuch other "Pamphleteers : Ithacian Maſters and Synod : 
- $56 * Learned, zealous, High-Conformiſts : Selfiſh envious Conformiſts: 
S»ber, godly, unwilling Conformiſts, who have ſtretch d themſelves 
to do what they have done: Maſters of the Game: Got into the 
Saddle : Lovers of Church-"Power : Self-obtruding Prelacy: 


CEnrch-Thrarny. — Sir, you have the Hint with you, and can 
coin what you pleaſs, 


O 


As 


[ a7 ? 


« As to the Point of Church-Government, the Quarrel of the [ Not all of | 
e preſent Age, we eaſily confeſs that we are not all of a mind 5 a mind, } | 
« which is no Cauſe of Alienation of Aﬀections, nor ſhould be a 
« Cauſe of mutual Perſecutions : It being ow Judgment, that 
(Chriſtians are to bear with one another in greater Matters, than 
« Epiſcopal, Presbjterians, Independents, and Anabaptiſts diſagree 
'4jn, And if any among us have doze otherwiſe heretofore, it was 
| «from a Vice homogereal to that of the preſent Conformiſts, which 
«now they ſmart for, andthe Conformiſis may repent of in due 
*time. ] [ *If we have been at Cudgels, we mean not to live Pag, 52. 
and die at a Work ſo unſutable to our Religion, and to our 
(Minds, 

[4 Tic narrel of the preſent Age. ] Examine well the Qnar- <q 
relers the Law on the one ſide, and the ſeveral Parties that 
contend againſt it on the other. | * — Confefsd, we are not 
all of a mind :] Tt is well you will corfef any thing 3 it ſhall 
be no more, we may be ſure, than you muſt needs: For 
what here you ſentence as a Vice, is very canteloyſly expreſs'd, 
with an If as to your former Guilt, and a Mitigation of it, by 
reflecting the like on others : [| — © If any among #4 have done 
yoriins; þ — If we have been at Cudgels 5 — Tt was from a Vice 
* homogeneal, Rc. 

It is to be feared, the Caſe 1s yet much-what with you, as it 
ever was You are well enough agreed, and all of a mind, as 
tothe pulling down the eſtabliſhed Government and Worſhip, in this <2 
part of the @warrel of your Covenant ; but when you ſhould 
come to build and ſeitle any thing in the room of what yon de- 
moliſh, there you fall into Confuſtons, like the Workmer of Babel, 
not underſtanding each others Language. Here it was that the 
Dear Brethren firit began to quarrel, But certainly it behoves 
wiſe Men not to conſent to the Extirpation of that which #, rill 
they find the Enemies to it better agreed upon a more perfec# 

Model to be erected inſtead of it. 

You tell us yet : [ © This isno (arſe of Alienation of AﬀeFions, 

"Nor ſhould be a Cauſe of mutual Perſecutions, it being your 
D 2 x . Judg- 


Pag. 7, 8. 


£28) 
< Judgment.) The Caſe 7s altered, it ſcems 3 wellaltered indeed, 
ſince the Presbyterians were Maſters of the Game, and got injy 
ihe Saddle, (if I may borrow your Elegarcies ) till the Indepen. 
dents Cautfied the Cards otherwiſe, and wnkorſed them, — We 
have kcre, may it but kold, what they "are loth to come to, 2 
' Recantation of all thcir once zealous Purſuit of the Holy Cove. 
nat, for maintaining PresLytery in thc Church of Scotland, and 
Reforming themſerues to an Oniformity, and the Kooting out 6 
$: hiſan and Hereſy, that the Lord might be One, and his Numy 
Ore, — The Independents began ſooner to look uponi/zs League 
as an Almanauck out of Date 5 and now the Presbyterians follow 
them, confeſs themſelves Perſecntors, and guilty of what theDiſ. 
{enters then laid to their Charge, O the Ett:&s of mutual Syfh. 
rings and preſent Interesf ! What ſtrange QOxriters and Reconci- 
lers they are, of the moſt diſtant Appretenſions and Aﬀedions,. al 
of a. ſudden. 

But 'tis not ſafe Truſting you for all this: Egrotat Demon, - 
Monachws tunc,— Nor may weeaſily believe, that you are re- 
ally ſo kind each to other, as 15 pretended, remembring what you 

Pag:24. Jour ſelf have told us : | © It 1sfo rare for ſeparated Afſemblie 
© not to make it their Religion and VHork to make others odiow, 
 <cand faTiouſly to draw Diſciples and Aſſociates to ti emſelves, that 
 ©they mayalſo thank themſclves that others are ſo 7patient with 
Pog. 127, * them.] And again, | <I confeſs, I have ever been jealous of 
| © ſach arbitrary Churches, ( where there ..is room for all in one 
* Church,) leſt they ſhould turn Ati-Churches, and Theatres of 
* Emmlation and Contention. | — Had it not becn to charge an 
Homogeneality upon the preſent Conformiſts, which reflects wholly 
upon the Law, we ſhould ſcarce have had jo zmch in your Con- 
telltions, And yet it 13, methinks, obſervable, that though 
you acknowledg, that you ſmart your ſelves for what you 

have done, you are willing to leave the Repertance unto us. 

[ Their Can- 

. dor& Chari- <©T pray you try, if you will not belicve us, whether Papiits 
ty to Confor- © gr Puakers take us or you for their greateſt Adverſaries, Re- 


wiſts ] © member, after the Fire of Londor, the Papiſts in Print did 
Rag: - | 6 court 


| 


C 29 I 
£ court you, 45 eMemn mich nearer to them than we are, and »mch 


© liker to befriend them + And I doubt you will never make them 2 
« think otherwiſe. ] An wely Inſfruation ! That we of the 


' Church of England are greater Friends to the *Papiſts and 


Ouakers, and much nearer to them, than the Non-conforming 

Brethren, who in Recuſancy, ( not to name ſome other Princi- 

ples,) agree 1n part with them. * But if ſo, and we cannot __ bog "ag 
make them believe otherwiſe ; it is to be hoped, they will in wire, who 
requital prove greater Friends to us too, provided any Spark of an i Rangy 
good Nature remain in them. What the Papiſts have ſaid that |:,;;rg up ro- 
way 1n Print, I cannot tell but this I can, that 1t 1s 0 more P*), Py ny 
Argument that therefore it istrue, or thattherr Words and Hearts 7, b 
agree together, than it a Presbyterian had ſaid as much. — We Humour:. 
know by too ſad Experience, that the Church of England is the _ # the 
greatest Eye-ſore to them in the World, And what ever Conn- 

tenance you put on, we do confidently affirm, that you are all 


ſo far their Eriends and Inſtruments, as you wiſh and ſeek the 


| DeſtruGFion of it. But let us know the Depth of your Charity 


to us, 

© We take you for Men of the ſame Religion with us, and Ibid. 
*much fitter for our Communion, than ſuch A\onconformists as 
* Papiſts and Quakers are.] An Act of extreme Grace and Fa- 
vr | © Much fitter for our Communion, than fuch Noncon- 
* formiſts;,] but not, it ſeems, than {rdependents, and Anabap- 
tiſts, &c, And 'tis well yet it you flinch not before the end ; 
or elſe there 1s ſore Salvo relerv'd in the Caſe, You take us 
for Men of the ſame Religion with you 3 but have a care, I pray, 
how you pronounce your ſ{lves of the ſame Religion with us, 
[© Tho we differ not at all from the Doctrine of the Church of pag. 45: 
f England, till the New Do@rine about L:fants, &c.) Of which 
by and by. 

[© But we that ſuffer from you, ( hear it now, for you ſhall p,, s, 
* hear it from God ere long,) all the Poverty, Confinements, 
* Calamitices, Silencings, that have been inflicted on us, becauſe 
* we would not ſubſcribe, ſay, ſwear, and do — you know what. 
* Can no more go againſt our Conſcience in conforming to one 

* another,, 
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7 +* another than to you. ] No hopes of any Settlement then, 1 
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perceive, among you 5 no, not among the Soberest of the Party: 
for yon tell us of them too, that they are not all of them of one 
mind, — But ſee we here a Specimen of the Juſtice, Meekmeſe 
Humility, and Modeſty of this Man. [_* We that ſuffer from 
* you. — ] How from Us, when the ſame way of Impunity is 
open to you as to cur ſelves £ Tf any thing mult be arraigned and 
condemned, 'tis in plain terms the Law, or elfe the Guilt lies at 
their Door who diſobey it, | * All the Poverty, Continements, 
« Calamitics, &*c.] : It may be ſo, and yet not very mmch neither, 
as tO the greateſt part among you. Leves cure loquuntur, ingentes 
ſtuypent. "To be ſure, nothing comparable to what the Horeſi 
and Legal Clergy fuffered in Times laſt paſt, ( you know by 
whoſe means ) and nothing ſo illegally as they 3 whoſe Kew 
to their proper and long detained "Rights was the Riſe and Occa- 
ſion of moſt of your Calamities, whom they found in the pyſ: 
ſeſſion of them. — [* Becauſe we would not ſubſcribe, fy, 
© ſwear, and do — you kyow what, ] Speak out, Sir, what you 
mean, and leave not ſuch a+ filthy Slander upon Authority, to be 
ſupplied from the worſt of Conjequres whichyit is poſlible for 
any to make 3; as if ſomewhat had been required of you by your 
Governours, that it were an horrid [mpiety and Blaſphemy but to 
name. — | © Hear it now, for you ſhall hear it from God ere 
long. ] What a Thunder-Clap is here! But are you privy to 
the Divine Counſels, that you thus preſume to threaten us ? Or 
is it a Cat of your good Will only > Dat Dens immiti. -— We 
ſtand and fall to our own Maſter ; and who are you, that you 
ſhould take upon your ſelf thus to judg us ? | 

[_© They, (7.e. the Nonconformilts, ) ſuppoſe, that the Mini- 
© {try doth not ſave Men, as Wizards think their Charms do heal, 
* by their Preſence, Titles, Names, or Habits, by ſtanding in 
«* the Neading-Place, or Pulpit 5 og being called, the Parſon of, 
* the Pariſh; or ſaying his ſet Words over them, when they are 
* dead : | As Conformiits 1gnorantly believe ; for that is to be 


ſupplied, And fo this is but a ſquinting and obliquer Way of Cas 


lamny, and Falſe Witneff- bearing. 
[ © They 


En. nnd Fo. OS , 45S. Mae iS. Tis. Rot Ai 3% 


tation and Eiteem of Wile and Conſcientious, gained by t 
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6 than they are willing to mention, do preach ſo ignorantly and dully 
©;n the Pulpit, and do ſo little of the perſonal private Work, be- 


| * ſider, as that there 1s great zeed of a fargreater Number of 4+ 


«Hants, than all the preſent N onconformiſts be. ] I obſerve, 


at Parſon, and *Prieits, and *Pariſh-Priests, are words uſed Pag. 12. 
by this Author, when he expreſſeth his Di/iike, ( in which he 29 


ſ\mbolizeth with the Herd of Fanaticks ); but Paifors or Mi- 
miters, where he approves: yet we love the good old Words 
never the worſe. But he would have us beholden to them that 
they publiſh not a Continuatiqn of White's lewd Century of Igno- 
rant and Scandalous eMinifters : To ſuppoſe at leaſt, that all 
the preſent AN onconformiſts, if made their Aſſiſtants, would 
preac more knowingly and zealouſly ; otherwiſe what would the 
Supply avail us ? And then farewel altogether to his former 
Fears and Fealonfies of the Weakneſs, "aſhneſs, Injudicionſneſs, 
and Imprudence of ſome of his earneſt and profitabe Preachers, 
whoſe Openings and Holdings-forth are like to forfeit the 0 

elr 
Nonconformity and dS3lence, 


[ * They find, that ſome Places of many years paſt have had Pag. to. 


no Minter at all. ] Nor are they hke to have from there 
for the future 3 for they are not wont to fiſh in ſuch Waters, 
' (tties and Corporations call for them, 

© They are not able to confute the People in many Places, who 


tell them that their publick Prieſts are fo defeftive in their ze- ©8 '9- 


' ceſſary Pualifications tor their Ofhce, as that they hold it wnlaw- 
*ful to hold ſuch for tre Miniſters, and to encourage them by 
* their Preſerce, or to commit the Care of their Souls #0 ſuch. 

[ © They are not able. ] To their great grief wemuſt believe 
they ſpeak it, aud to aſſure us of their diligent Endeavours 
this way Well, let them comfort themſelves 3 where there is 
but a willing Mind, it is accepted according to what a Mar hath. 


| — How, alas! ſhould they be able to confute the People, when 


themſelves have firſt learned them thus to cenſure their Preachers, 


and communicated that fowr Leaver of Prejudice to them 2? — 
Yet 


[ * They ſuppoſe, a greater Number of the Conformable "Prieits Pag. 10, 


Pag. 6g. . 


Five Di[put. 
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Yet, to do' Mr. Baxter right, he hath given the'People'a Dj. 
ſtindtion of ſome uſe here to be remembred : | *© Obſerve this 
*neceſlary Diſtintion, faith he : It 15 one thing to ask, Why 
© is to take himelf for a call'd and true Miniſter, and to do-the 
© Work as expeting Acceptance and "*/reward from (20d & Andit 
* it is another thing to ask, Whom are the People (or Churches) 
*to take for a true Miniiter, and ſrt to, as expecting the 
« Acceptance and Blefſing of: Gud in that Submitlion, from his 
* Adminiſtrations? Orit is one thing, to have a Call, which 
© will before God juſtify his Mii/tration 5 and another thing, to 
© have a Call, which will before God juſtity the Peoples Sub. 
© xilſion, and will juſtify in Foro Ecc/efie both him and them, 
© And ſv it is one thing to be a| Miniſter, whom God and Conſci- 
* ence will juſtify and own as to himſelf ; and another thing, to 
© be a Miziſter to the Church, whom they muſt own, and God 
« will own, and blel(s only to their Good. — In the firlt Sence, 
* none but truly ſand ified «Men can be Miniſters ; but in the 
latter, an #nſundified Man may be a arty os — As there is 
* a difference among Members, between the Viſtble and Myſtical, 
* (o 1s there betwixt Paſtors : Some have a Title,that in Foro Er 
« cleſie, or Eccleha Judice, will hold good, that have none that 
* is good in Foro Dei, In one word, the Church is bound to 
* take many a Nan as a true »Minifter to them, and to receivethe 


* Ordinances from him in Faith, and expeQation of a Bleſſing 


* upon Promiſe, who yet before God is a /fnful Invader, or 
* Oſnrper of the Miniſtry, and ſhall be condemned for it. As 
* in worldly *Poſſc;ſions, many a Man hath a good Title before 
* Mer, and at the Bur of eAew, fo that no Hin may diſturb 
© his Pollcſlton, nor take it fromhim without the Guilt of Theft, 
* when yet he may have no good right at the Bar of God, to 
« juſtify him in his "Feterſ70z, So it is here. It is too common 
* a Caſe in Civil Governments, the Ignorance of which cauſeth 
* maniy-to be di/obedient. f A Man, that invadeththe Sovereignty 
* without a Title, may be no King as to Himſelf before God, 
* and yet may be truly a King as to the People ; that is, He 
* ſtands guilty before God of O/urpation, and ( till he repent, 
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* and gel 4 better Title, ) ſhall be anſwerable for all his Admini- 
* rations, as unwarrantable and yet, when he hath ſcttled 
© im{clf 1n the poſleſtton of the Place, and excrciſe of the So- 
« yercigntY, he may be under an Obligation to do Juſtice to the 
People, and detend them 3 and the People may be wnaer an 


' +0/;2ation to obey him, and hononr bir, and to receive the Fruits 


© of bis Government as a Bleſſing. | 
But let us hear further, what kind of Thoughts poſſeſs the 
Noncon formiſts Mitas. 


Noncenformiſts Sentiments. 


[ © They think, that the Mgiſtrate' hath the Power of the Pazyromrr. 


Temples and Tithes, and Publick Maintenance, and Liberty 5 [ Ofthe Pow- 
 *hut that he hath not the Power of Ordination or Degradation. |] er of Magiſtr, 
To ſay nothing of that affected word, Temples, ſo often uſed by © Biſhops, to 
lim, ( perhaps, .that the Churches might with-the greater colour ain and 
be reſer/d for themſelves.) It the Magiſtrate have the Power of ſilence. } 
Liberty, as 1s here acknowledged, what can they plcad, to juſti- #y 


fy them(ſclvcs,for 20t ebezing his Commands, touching the Reſirairt 
of Number in their private Mectings, and keeping of them to their 
Five Miles diſtance & To this latter Inſtance indeed he faith af- 


terwards: [© We have been hainoully accuſed for coming p,, «,, 


* within Five Miles of any City, Corporation, and Place, where 
we lately preached 5 when Chriſt ſaid, If they perſecute you in 
* one City, flee to another, ] Strongly argued ! Therefore they 
muſt always have ſome City to fly unto ; or therefore they muſt 
Keep in or ncar that City or Corporation, where they reckon on 
tiemſclves perſecuted, — But this ſaits well, doth it not, with 
owning the eAZagiſtrate to have the * Power of their Liberty in his 
nand, and at his diſpoſal > And the *Pretence for their Diſo- 
vedicnce makes it ſtill the worle 3 when, to arrozate unto tLenr- 


ſerves the Privilege of Saizts, they tacitly proclatm the King a 


erfecutor. 
but then, if the Magittrate have not the Poiyer of Ordinati- 
. "he «4 . 4 
1 cr Degradation, fure the Biſhops have. Ordination hath 
E been 
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been allowed them by thoſe, that would otherwiſe diminiſh their 


Power 3: and when they have alleged ſome Teſtimonies for the 
cxaltation of *Presbyters, were yet forced to add, excetta Ording. 
tione. And Degradation, as it 1s here uſed for Silencing, one 


would think ſhould as eaſily be granted to them. The matter 


among us is beyond diſpute and controverſy. But this Author 
ſeems to teſtify againſt the Power of Degradation and Silencing, 
in any Perfon whoſoever ; for fo his words are : [* All this j; 


© * utterly impertinent to them, whoſe Confciences er er allewed 


« them to forbear their eMiniſtry, in formal Obedience to any Man! 
« Prolibition, but only when they had not Power (that is here, 
« Ability, ) or Opportunity to exerciſe it. ] They are ſuch, jt 
ſeems, whorr no Man may forbid; And tho their Ordinatio: 
and Commiſſion be con'elledly from Men, yet will not their 
Conſciences allow of any Mir's Prohibition. ——— 

Again, [ * The Nonconformiſts hold, that the Miniſterial 
© Office is not tobe taken up on Trial; or for a time, but diane 
«Vita cum capacitate 5, and that it is no leſs than, 
| © r. Horrid'Sacrilege,. : 

* 2. Perfidious Covenant-breaking, 
* 3. Diſobedience to God, | 
* 4. Cruelty to Souls ;| and, 
* 5. Unthankfulnels for great Mercies : 
* If any of us ſhall deſert our undertaken Offices, ( yea, tho 


LS, ſilencing Dioceſan ſhould forbid us the exerciſe of it unjuſtly, 


Therefore preach and officiate, while we cax we mſi. | 
Durarte Vt cum Capacitate, might be explained unto a tole- 
rable Sence, if the Moral Capacity were here intended : And 
ſo, [ \Vhen we car | reſtrained to qurd jure poſſummns., And bo 
when he mentions, 4 ſelencing Dioceſan forbiddine the Exerciſe 
of the eM-niftry unjuſtly ; one would think he might allow him 


ſometim.'s ro do it j»/tly alſo, at leaſt before Mer, and in For 


Eccles : Andif juſtly, then the Party is judicially incapacitated 
for the everciſe of his Miniſtry, by one that ſeit and «rdained 


him. He that gave him the Facwlty, ſuſpends it. And his Obe- 


 dience or Subnutiton here is no Deſertion of his Office at all, for 


the 


358-1 


he exerciſe of which he wants Commiſſion. Who ever acculcd 
a dicbanded Souldier, or a caſhiered Officer, for dejerting his 
Colours or Command £ So that he might have forborn all his 
Tragical Aggravations of the Matter. _— But he pleads an ex- 
emption, 1t ſeems, from all kane Prohibitions. And accor- 
dingly in his Title-Page he gives us this ſtrutting Deſcription and 
Account of Himſelf (© One that is conſecrated to the Sacred 
Miniſtry, and 1s reſolved not to be a wilful Deſerter of it, in 
truſt that any Undertakers can juſtify him for ſuch Deſertion 
at the Judgment of God, till he know better how thole cat 
come of themſelves, who arc unfaithful Paſtors, or unjuſt $;- 
jencers of others : ] That 1s, we may ſuppoſe, till Doomſ- 
Day. 

Dr. IWiltiane Gonge long fince reſolved this Caſe, with much 
more Ingemtit; and Clearneff : 

«(1.) Difference muſt be made,ſfaith he,between 1T7mes of Per- 
& cation, when 1»fidels, or Ico'aters, or the open Enemies of Chriſt, 
« bear Rule, who ſeek wtterly to ſuppreſs the Truth of the Gelld 
«and root out the Profeſſors of it and Times of Peace, when 
* Chriſtian eMagiſtrates, who defend the Goſpel, and ſcck the 
* Progreſs thereof, govern the Church. The Inhibition of In- 
* fidels and Idolaters, made ſimply againſt Preaching the Goſpel, 
* becauſe they would have it wtterly ſuppreſſed, is 1n this Cale 70 
* ſufficient Inhibition to bind the Conſcience, being diretly and 
% apparently contrary to God's Word : But when Chriſtian Mas 
* giſtrates 1nhibit Miniſters to preach, it is becauſe they think 
* them #xfit and a1meet, either for ſome 20torious Crimes, or 
* ſome erroneous Opinions, to exerciſe their Miniſterial Fungions. 


| *In theſe Caſes ſuch as are inhibited ought not to preach 


* neither are particular and private Men to judg of the Cauſe 
* of the Inhibition, whether it be juft or unjuſt ; but as they 
*who are appointed by the preſent Government to ordais 
*Miniſters, are to judg of their Fitneſs thereunto, ſo likewiſe 
* of their Onfitneſs. And (2.) Difference muſt be made again 
* between the Kinds of Miniſters that are inhibited to preach : 
* Some were ordained 7mediatly by Chriſt, and particularly 

E 2 E - - os 


Whole Armour 
of Lud, P.$5 70, 
d] 7 I, 


ED 


[ 36 | 

« (6214114: by lam to preach the Goſpel ; all the World there- 
« fore could not lence {tick - and if they were 1nhibited, ye 
? « Ou7ht they not to be lilent,] 3t no! tOrciviy reliraincd, And 
EL wa the Aroltle: Cale, ( and the Itke may bc la1d Of the 
« *Projkets, who Were CXETMUFOTNATHY {ent and appointed by 
«God himſelf.) But ouers [ i all m our Days) are ordained 
« by the hands of Men, even of the Gorermonrs of the Chun, 
« Now as they have Power to ordain Miniſters, when they 
« juclg them fit for that Place 3 ſo have they power allo to ge. 
(44 prive Miniſters, when they jucg them wn fit . And therefore 

« Obedience maſt be yielded to their Iutibition. ] Thus Pe, 
And why ſhould not this ſober Reſolution of his be [2 y. 
lowed by them 2 — That noted Paſſage of Mr. (alvir, in his 
Fdit* Gen. in Epiſtle to Farel/us, deſerves a Remembrance here. Confliun 
Lol. p.12t. jyterea Fratribus non poſſurt alind dare, miſt ut Collegam tunm <- 
rans Magiſtratu moneant, ut ſe patiatur in ordiner redigi. nod 
* {s pervicaciter recuſare inſtiterit, denuncient, ſub 102 eſſe loco Fra- 
tris, qui communem Diſciplinat contumacid ſus perturbat, Jem 
1 per hoc in Eeeleſia valuit, quod veteribus S ynodis fuit decretum, 
ut qui ſubjici communis Diſcipline legibus noluerit, munere abdi- 
cetur, Neque hic quarenda eſt hominum aithoritas, cunt Spirituss, 
de talibus pronunciaverit, Eccleſtam non habere more contendentl : 
V alere ergo enum jubeant, qui communis Socretatis Jura reſpuit. This 
I could be content to leave to Mr. *B. himiu lf to con{true; 
but when I conſider, that ſome of his injudicions Teachers may 
need a plainer Admonitior, | will tor their ſakes alſo engliſh it — 
« In the mean while, I cannot give other Counſel to the Brethren, 
&« but that they admoniſh your Colegue (or Aj/iſtant ) before 
« the Magiſtrate, that he would ſuffer himſelf to be reduced into 
«Order. But if he (hall obſtinately go on to refuſe, let them 
_ «denounce ( or ſignify) that he is not in the place of a Brotker 
* to then, who diſturbs the common Diſcipline by his Contumac, 
© « This Practice hath cver obtaincd in the Church, which hath 
« been decreed by ancient Synods, that whoever will not be ſubs 
« ject to the Laws of common [iſcipline, ſhould be outed from bis 
* Office or Fun@ion 3, (that-is, 1n our Author's Phraſe degraded 


ard 


L971 
and fenced.) © Nor needs the Authority of {cn to be enquired 
& for here, when the Holy Ghoſt hath pronounced of fuch, thar 
« the Church kath not the Cuſtom of contending. I o« them 
« therefore command him to be packing, who re{uſeth tte Liws 
& of 004/12. 17 S513. | And this indeed, if we advite upon It, ts 
no more than what 18 adjudged reeeffary in every well-ordered 
(11777K13tz 4 According to that Oath, which all. when come to 
Ave, were to take at Akers, as Stews records It, — *T will 


& ſerve the afjointed Laws and Decrees, And 1t any one ſhall 
* attempt to di/anzul thoſe Laws, or refuſe to obey them, I will 
&not zcz/d unto it, but both with my ſclf, (ſo far as Ican;) and 
& with the hclp of offers, revenge it. | 

But it is time that we return to our Diſſentire  Þrettrens 
Thoughts, who are given to differ much from the reſt of <3{un- 
kind, 


bt t4 $05. S21rm 43s 
6always prudently obey the Zagiſtracy fot over nic, and ob- de Repub. 


[ * They think, that ſome of the Nonconformilts were true ' Of cicfiedt 
Paſtors of their ſeveral Flocks, before they were lileneed, and Miniſters & 
caſt out, They think, that the ejccting them from the [emp/es their Succe/- 
*and Tithes, did not degrade them, or make them no truc Pa- /0#s-] 


« {tors to their Flocks. They think, .that the Magiſtrates put- pay. 14. 


ting another Pariſh-Miniſter in poſlcfton of the Terzpie and 
(Tithes, did not diflolve the foreſaid Relation of the former. 
* They think yet, that Prudence requireth Miniſter and People 
to conſent to ſuch a ditlolution of their Relations, where they 
* cannot hold it without greater hurt than benefit 3, yea, and to 
f conſent that the impoſed Miniſter be their Pattor, when he 1s 
fit himſelf, and the Worſhip performed by him, fit for them 
to join 1n. | 

[ © The Magiſtrates putting into poſleſſion of the 1 exrples and 
* Titfes,] 1s Larguage we arc not ſed to, Tis the Eiſhop with 
us, that gives us the Inſtitutior, and Mandate for Indudiion, 
which 1s executcg alſo by the Clergy. But it is a pretty World 


indeed, when nothing muſt be done without the Nowcorfor- - 


miſts leave: and Obcdicnce to Authority, both Civil and 
Eeclcit- 


> 


io 
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Ecclefmſtical, cannot oblige unto, or cect as much, as it i, 
here acknowledged, Frudence requires Miſter and People tg 


I C NT Ne 
. do. — Theſe are the Nonconformiſts avowed Principles, of 


this Author wrongs them. I ct us leari, from him next, what 
Uſe and Improvement they make of them, 

* The Nonconformiſts will hold diſtin Church- Aſſemblies 
© from the Pariih-Church, — when the ejected Miniſter, in Fory 
* Conſtientia' & Eulefic ere fe die, retaineth (hll his ance 
© Relation to 1s Flock, and part of them ſcluiſmatically ſeparate 
* from him, and join with an Intrudcr publickly, that never had 
© a lawtul Call ; -and the other hilf ſeparate not from their anci: 
* ent Paſtor. It is poiltolc tae Intruder, tho he hath the Tem- 
* ple, may be the Schiſmatick. Ask Dr. Wild, and Dr. Gunning, 
* whether t].cy thou hr not ſo fourteen years ago ? ] And of 
this again he tclls us, that thuir Churches arc gathered, as 
« Dr. Witd's and Dr. Gunning's were fifteen years ago, Where, 
I know not for what reaſon, hc advaiceth a Year of his former 
account, 

* But fadions Diſtuters, ſaith he, ſee but 072 one ſide. You 
* thought not that your ſelt were all this while proving your 
« {clves Sctiſmraticks. T undertake to prove, that Paſtors and 
© People are the conſtitutive Eflentials of a true Church ; that 
« Dr. Seaman, Mr. Calamy, Dr. Manton, Mr. Gonee, Dr. Bates, 
* Dr. Facomb, and abundance more ſuch, with the People ſub- | 
{ ject to them as Paſtors, were true Churches : Prove you, if 
* you can, that on Arg. 24. 1662. they were degraded, or their 
* true Churchcs diſſolved, [| Who but he would dream of the 
* Diſfolution of Churches, upon che Death of their [ncumbent: 
or Paſtors, which is yet more than a Deprivation, a Remove 
beyond the poſlibility of Return, e*c. ] * on any reaſon, which 
* any Churches for 600 ycars after Chriſt would own. If not, 
* you ſcem your {lf to accuſe their Succeſfors of Schiſm, for 
* drawing away part of the People from them, ' ( meerly by the 
* advantage of having the Temples and Tithes) and fo gatherin 
* Churches out of true Churches. So ordinary is it for {el 
* elteeming Men to talk to their own Reproach and perm, 

© nation. 
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nation. ] Again 3 [ * What Law ticth us to be ſich Schiſtza- Fas 4% 
ticks, as tO renounce Communion with all other Churches, ex- 
« cept Parochial and Conforwiſts? ] { * Whoſe Conſcience 
«ſhould ſooner accuſe him of Schiſm, a Conformiſt, that will 
: hold Communion with none but his own Party, but feparateth 
« from all other Churches in the Land 2 or Ours, that refolve to 
« hold Communion ſeaſonably with all true Chriſtian Churches 
© among us, that teach not Hereſy, nor preach down Holinefs, 
© Love, or Peace, and deny us not their Communion unleſs we 
will fin. Let the Irapartial judg, which of us is the Sechiſmmatick Pag. 4: 
© ind Separatiſt. | He 1s mightily tranſported with the evidence 
of this Charge, and thcrefore we have it over and over. —— 
« Ae far as I can diſc-rn, this Dult of Schilin, which vou would Paz. 43. 
« cait into other Nk'ns eyes, obligeth you to wk hard, left it be 
blown back into your own. ] Again, | * Is it not as eaſy 
for us to ſay, that you have need/eſly, and frnful'y, and ſranda- 
* louſly taken our Places, (I mean, as to the © hurch-relation, and 
not as to the Temples and Tithes,-) and drawn ſome of our 
* People to Separation from thole that were before true Chur- 
* ches. We ſay not ſos but put not your ſclves on the hard 
* Tack of diſproving it, it you are wile. } That is plainly, at the <2 
leaſt, we 1hink ſo, and would kave the People to believe ſo of you, 
and that yor are not able to diſprove it, and will hazard your Re- 
putation for Wiſdom by attempring it 3 tho yet we would eſcape 
theOdinn of down right aftirming it. And yet ſo much is (aid 
by this Author this way, that T cannot excuſe his | We ſay not +» 
ſo ] from a dirc& and known Fa!ſhood, For thus he procceds 
to arp ſtill on the ſame String : | * Do you draw Churches to Paz. 60. 
* your fclves out of our Churches that were before you, and then 
* charge your Aion on us?}] [* Why come you not to the pris 
' vate Churches among you, that have all this while been kept 
*up? E. Gr. in Lo-don; Why may not Dr. Mumton, Dr. Anneſtey, 
* Dr. Facomb, and abundance ach, as fairly charge thoſe that ga 
*only to the Temvlcs, for ſeparating from them > They ſay, 
* they are 4: t1,e Churches as you, If their not hearing you is 
* Separation, why is not ycur #0t hearing of them ſo * Big words, 
_ * when 
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- £ when: Mer are oot into the Saddle, make not their Cauſe 
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© go6d, 7] And yet again, [_ * Are you Separatilts for not hcar- 
ing them? If not, why-are they ſuch tor not hearing you ? 
—— Now this way of ©neſtioning, by his own Contcllion, is byt 
avot or munaer of Sajizg - For lo he takes up his Ant agoniſt ; 
** Hor ſhould you by a Preſtior, ſaith he, have vented ſuch a 
 Faijhood & 

It is enough to expoſe theſe things without a more particular 
Refutation of them, that we may taxc notice of the Spirit of 


' the Men. They, alas | arc not for big Words, and yet in their 


low, calamitens, and perjecuted Eſtate, can ſwagger after this high 
und miclty rate. They are the Eccle{a' vere fre dicta, the true 
Churciics, we have only the Temples and Tithes » Weare Schif. 


 rratichs and Separatiſts from them, ( the Sons of yeſterday,) and 
gather Churches out of their true Churches. — And ſure they con- . 


ceit, we have as bad Memorics as Judgments, when they report 
themſelves inthe ſame condition now, with the honeſt and loyal- 
kearted Sons of the Church of England fourteen or fifteen years 
ago, hept out againſt all Law and Conſcience from their Cures and 
Livings, — Mr. Baxter, T perceive, hath not profited, as he 
might have done, by Dr. *Pierce's good Admonitions and In- 
{tructions, given him above twelve years ſince, which duly con- 
ficdered, would certainly have ſuperſeded all this idle Cant and 
Expoſinl.tion. IT will only be his Moritor in a Point or two, and 
lo lcave him to cor kis Leſſon better, 1f he be not now too old, or 
too frond to learn. 
« T ſhall defire to know of you, ſaith the DoQor, who are the 
* $c>1/aticks and Separatiſts, and ſo the Breakers of Charity, 
& and P edare, and brotLerly Onion 4 We, who continue aud Per- 
1 ſerere in the £0'<> old } ay of the Church of England, 1n which 
* we were bern and bittized, and to which we have vowed 9 
* dize Conformity and Goedience 5, or Tor, and your darling Pres- 
* tzterians, Who have acpuirted from our Aſſumblies, and ſopara- 
* ted your ſelves from our . Communion, receded aeanly from 
* your Subſcriptions, and bound your ſclves by an Oath to 
« extirfate jour Feticrs, Who were over you in the Lord, whom 
* YOU 
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« 0011 had "folemiuly promiſed reverently to obey? ] And again, [| © You ,,.., _. mw 
Np charge ek ort of Men for having ſeparated from you, without <a aac 
« incurring, the fame Charge for having ſeparated from us. When 
« Mr, Caudry wrote againſt Independency. and gave it the Title of a great 
«Sch;ſm, I could not but ſmile at the Retortion which Dr. Owen very ſpce- 
« dily and fitly-made him. Nay, it is publickly declared, by a great Body 
« of Congregationals, * That they did not break, from the Presbyterians, but * Prefat. p. 13. 
«he Preebyterians rather from them. You are ſo far from agrceing one 
| © with another, that you can never expect to be at Unity with your ſelves, 
® unleſs by being reconciled to the Church of England, whole Calamitics 
« have obſcured, : but not deſtroyed her. The Sin of Schiſm is contracted, 
« gith the judicious Dr. Hammond, either by ſome irregularity of Aftions 
* contrary to the {tanding Rule and Canons of this Church, or by diſc- 
© bedience to ſome Commands of Ecclelialtical Superiors, And then, by 
« home it is contracted, I need not tell you. But bleſſed be God, ( as he 
20es on) © the Church of England is not inviſible 3 it is Qill preſerved in 
% Bops and: Presbyters rightly ordained, and Multitudes rightly baptized, 
© none of which have fallen off from their Profeſſion. To your prepoſte- 
« raus-Demands then, Why we ſeparate from you, and refuſe to go to your 
& Communion ? The firſt and ſhorteſt Anſwer is this: That we are paſ- <5 
© frely ſeparated, becauſe you aCtively are Separatiſts, We, by remaining 
*25We were, are parted from you 3 and you, by your violent departwre, 
*have-made our Difference unavoidable. We are divided by Neceſſity, 
* andyou by, Cheice: We from you, exr Dividers , but you from us, 
* and between your ſelves: You (like Demas) having forſaken us, and 
' © embraced this preſent World; it is our Lot, ( as it was Paul's) to be wna- 
© voidably forſaken. When the Times are changed by ſome, and others 
* are changed by the Times, you mult at leaſt excuſe (if not commend ) 
* us, that we -medale not with thoſe that are given to change, For you to go Prov, 24.21. 
"from us, and then to chide us for being parted, is the greateli Injuſtice 
" to be-imagined, becaulc it requires us to verity the two Extremes of a 
" Contradiction, &c. : 

Had theſe things, offered formerly to our Author's conſideration, been 
digeſted by him, hc had certainly been antidoted, in a great meaſure, 
2gainſi thoſe odd Prejudices, which do now ſo exceedingly ſwell him. 


Of Sc! iſin, 
chap. 11. page 
178) 179, 


[*Weare told of Schiſm from the Church of England, when 1 would p,, 35 
give him all the Money in my Purſe, to make me underſtand what the © 

"Church of England is. ] I know not well here which to admire at more, [ Of # 520m ch 
| the Swery it (elf, or the Manner of propounding it 3 both for certain are 7H 821d © 


of Sc {ſm from 


cxireme idle and extravagant, Had this been faid in the Times of Defor- ;; e Church of | 


mation, when the Face and Appcarance of our Church had becn obſcured Englind. ] 
F by 


[42 ] 
by the thick and black Clords of Perſecution, ( or by one born and beeg up 

altogether in tholc timcs ) there might have bcen lome pretence perha 
for it; But lince the Kectuyn of the Stream, and Tide of things into their 
ancient Channcl, to wake this Enquiry, is little other than groping for 
the Sun at Mid-day, He may publiſh himlelt an Epiſcopal Proteltant, 
and one of the greateſt Adverfarics to the Papilts, as long and as loudly x; 
he pleaſe : Here is an evident Diſcovery, whoſe Friend he is, and what 
Side he takes to. —— Had he lived in King David's or Solomon's time, 
or any other religious Prince's, on record in the holy Scriptures, he might 
have bid as fair to make him underſtand what the Church of the Jewy 
was. ——- But who can cver hope to make him underſtand againſt bis Wit 2 
He could have eafily enough reſolved himſclt unto a tolerable $ tisfatting, 
had he not delign'd to become troubleſom.——{ © I confels eafily, faith he, 
© that many Churches, unitcd under oxe King, and living in one Kingdom, 
*and having thereby ſpecial Opportunity for Synods, and Correſpondence, 
© and Concord, ( he might have added, obſerving the ſame Liturgy, 2greeing 
in the ſame Arti-les and Protcflion of Faith, and guided by the ſame 
Laws and Canons in their Government and Worſhip 3 ) © may be called 
© one Church, by a Denomination, (1.) accidental, (2.) humane, not uſed 
© in Scripture 3 ( he ſhould have excepted the Old Teltament.) * And 
* we will not be fo quarrclſom, as to avoid that Language, where Men 
£ will nceds ule it. } Time was, when a National Church was no ſuch 
\-  MAlight matter in the cſteem of his Erethren, — | * But it is the thing it 
| * felt, faith hc, and not the Namc that we enquire of, What is that one 
* efſential conititutive Head, which makes the Churches of England to be 
*all one Church, in a proper political ſence, as a Governed Society? 
* None queliion the Civil Head + none quelition the need of Agreement 
* among all theſe Churches: But the queliion is only of the one Eccleli- 
* altick conltitutive Head, ] Are not our Ecclcſiattical Governors as un- 
queſtionably known as the Civil ? ?Tis difficult therefore to know what 

' he would be at, unleſs he would have us declare ſome one Pope over us. 
[_ © Tell us what you mcan by our Schiſm from the Church of England, 
* faith hez we divide not our fclyes from the King or Kingdom, or from 
* the particular Churches, as concordant in any neceſſary thing. J- If you 
divide your fclves from the tithops or Governors of the Church, and op- 
0, pole and confront thoſe Ecclctialiical Conliitutions, which are the ſtand- 
ing Rules and Meaſures of the Churches Concord in Doftrine, Diſcipline, 


- - 


| Pagl 3% 


Pap. 35. 


this Schiſm 3 and ſo far you divide your-ſclves from the King and King* 


dom too, as that Government, and thoſe Conſtitutions, are «dopted into 
the Laws ot both. | 


Pay, 39. [| © But perhaps, *tis our Difobcdience to the Church, that is our Schilm 
* trom 


and Worſhip, and ,what things are neceſſary thereunto, you arc guilty of 


L 43 ] 
{om it. But cvcry onc that maleth himſelf an Ecclchhaftical Governor 
© oyer other Paſtors and Churches, is not therefore their rightful Lord. 
© The King we know, and his Officers we know 3 but we know not all that 
© call thenifclves our Lords and Maltcrs. Not but that Obedience is the 
© eaſieſt Courſe of Life to a quict humble Mind, C as yours, I doubt, is 
©not )z but Fidelity to our King commandeth the diſowning of Uſurpers. ] 
The Intimation here is too foul and ſcditious, that our Lord Biſhops are 
ſuch, none of the King's Officers, but Vſzrpersz fuch whom the King owns 
not, but they make themſfclves Ecclefialtical Governors. © The ſelf-obtrr- 
© ding Prelacy, as he cl{ewhere hath it, — | © The King we know, and 
his Officers we know 3 but — | This Rhetorick was learned of an 
evil Spirit, As 19, 15. — But O the Tenderneſs and Loyalty of a 
Presbyterianiz'd Conſcience ! | © Fidelity to their King commandeth them 
* the diſowning of Uſurpers. | Jult as formerly, Fidelity to King Charles 
the Firlt, made them down with the Biſhops, and raiſe and maintain a 
War, under pretence of evil Counſellors cleaving to Him, &c. — Or ra- 


TV 


Pag. 114 


ther, as Fidcl'ty to King Charles the Sccond, made R. B, to diſfown R.C. 


wi dicit que non debet, neceſſe eſt, ut, que non velit, aliquando andiat, 

[ © Where the Pariſh- Miniſter is faithful, and the Pariſh ſmall enough, 
* and ncar enough to aſſemble in one Place, and the People ſatished with 
* the Liturgy 3 I ſuppoſe, the S»bereſt of the Nonconformilſts, ( for they 
*are not all of a Mind,) will gather no Church out of that Pariſh. ] 
They were mad certainly, thould they endeavour what they have no more 
hopes of, and calt their Nets where they are like to catch nothing. But this 
yet is the Wiſdom only of the ſobereſt of them3 and we are lett to ſuppoſe, 
that they are not all thus far refolved to be ſober and diſcreet. | 

| *He that had rather Ten thouſand Perſons fiay'd idly at home, or 


*went to Sports or Drinking in Stepney Parilb, or Giles Cripplegate, or - 


* Sepulchers, or Martin's in the Fields, or Clement-D.nes, &c. ( how lhic 
he is of naming Saint ! ) * than a N.C. ſhould preach to them, I will 
*not toul my Paper by calling him as he deferveth, tho he pretend, that 
* gathering a Church out of a Church is the thing that he oppoſeth. |] —— 
Theſe, it ſeems, are the Godly Party, who would flock to the N. C. in 
thoſe great Pariſhes, (for otherwiſe to what purpoſe doth he here mention 
them?) Such, viz. as would otherwiſe ſtay idly at home, or bctake 
themſelves to Sports or Drinking, And yet, as the N, C. and his Prea- 
cling polſibly may be, not much to be preferred to cither. And, if you 
call the Man that ſaith ſo, by no other Name than he deſerves, you need 
not tear the fouling of your Paper by it tho that be a thing too, I per- 
cave, you arc not always fo {queamilh at. 

[.* What if any Number of Perſons, as good as yort, ſhou'd think that 


'the Liturgy is guilty of all the Diſorders and Defe4s wh'ch once were 
F 2 * charged 


Paz. 13. 


Paz. 14» 15. 


Pag. 15- + 


Ibid, 


 Pag, 27,30. 


Pap. gn. 


Papi 93. © 


. weate, [© Per- 


[ 44 } 
"$4 it. and of ſome Doftrinal Corruptions ſince ? And what if 
Ra rhe that the Pariſh Churches are void of Ln 's trae Diſcipline, 
© and are under an Alien, one which they judg unlawful? What if they 
« yet ſay, that your Churches may be true Churches £Þ 

Truly we thould look upon them as Men of crazy Judgments, and: we. 
oxbitant Underſtandings, and watch ovcr them, and bewarc of them, (with 
{o muck the more diligence for their Number fake ) as Enemies, that 


would undoubtedly, upon the tirlt opportunity offer d, down with: that * 


which they charge with ſo much Guilt, and cycct thoſe whom they ad judg 
Aliens, and Unlawful; to advance, as they lometimes ſpeak, a pure 
Worlhip, and the Scepter of Chriſ# in their own hands. 

—— | * And it withal you ſay, that you refuſe them, and they refuſ; 
* ot you, You will not give them the Lord's Supper, unleſs they take it 
* kneeling, ( which I think they may do, but they think otherwiſe.) You 
* will not baptize their Children, without the tranſient Image of the 
© Croſs, as a dedicating Sign. — | This is wholly levelP'd at the Law, 


- requiring thoſe things in common from them and us, which hath alſo a; 


charitably provided for the explication of them, (0 far as might latisfy 
the moſt t:nder Conſciences, were not ſome Men ambitious of keeping up 
Scruples; by putting ſ#ch Notions into their Heads, of ſacramental and 
dedicating Signs, which otherwiſe they would never think of; and when 
hey hear, underſiand as little but the Byg-bear Sound only, And if after 
£ this, People will be contentious, we have no fuch Cuſtom, nor the 
:hurches of Chriſt. They may. be all admitted, if they pleaſe, upon the 
fame cqual terms, as their Chrittian Neighbours are. 
[ © But in this laſt Caſe, I fuppoſe, the moſt of the N.C. that live in 
* Country-Pariſhes, which have good Miniſters of their own, will-not call 
* themſelves a diſtin Church ( totally ) but will hold their Meetings, as 
* Chappel- Meetings are held. ] This Notion of Chappels he is muchtaken 
with. | * Chappels ſubordinate to the Pariſh-Church, | Which we alfo 
thould like the better, were we once well ſecured ot that Subordination, 
But this, I conceive, is chiefly deligned to wind themſelves by degrrees into 
the eftabliſhed Church. | © Suppoſe your (elves, faith he, as Chappel-Curates, 
* under the Pariſh-Minitters, and. ſo in Concord perform your Work. | 


: This were ſomething indecd, could we reconcile it with what hc obſerves 


in another place. — | © I doubt the Separation is in this, that the tole- 
*rated Miniſter will not be your Crate. | But remember, that ſome are 
* Prerbyterians, and theretore tor Parity of Miniftersz and 1, and many 
* others, are fo much tor Epiſcopacy, (it mult be thea ſurely in your ſelves) 
* that we would not have Prelatical Juriſdicion given, to thoſe Pariſh- 
* Priefts, who themſelves are. againlt Pre;byters, ' ( Elegant! Priefts 
againſt Presbyters, ) © and tor Prelacy. ] Very good! Let us be then as 


F 
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[ © Perhaps ſome N C. own Ariminifirations may be as defective ag Page 16. 
the Liturgy. ] How wary we are! ——* Some N. C. may be as de- Pag. 17, 
(EE ive, —— perhaps, —-\ vet thcy prefer thcir own Manner of worlhip- 

* ping God, as vetter 1 thcir O, inion than the Liturgy, and therctore to be 
tcholen, when they may chuſe. } QGriſque ftzi ſuffenw. But Iet the <9 
People note well, That is not always better in it ſelf, which the N,C. in 
their own Opinion prefer as ſuch. | | 

—— | * They are driven from the Pariſh-Miniſtry againſt their Wills, Ibid. 
©2nd had far rather hold thcir ancient Stations. ] That is, the Temples 
ind Tithes ; for otherwiſc, as we have heard already from him, the 
Church-Relation Gill continues. —— |. © They will thankfully return to 
ithm, whenever they have leave. | Namely, upon their own Terms 
and Conditions 3 and ſo we eaſily believe them. — | © And do earnelily 
tray, that theſe Seemings and Shews of Separation may ceaſe, the occaſion 
'of them-being taken away, ] That is, either the Law, or their Preju- 
dice and Objtinacy. This diffcrent Sence of the Occaſion divides us in our 
Prayers 3 we are for the latter, they for the former Acceptation. 
But he doth ingenuouſly acknowledg, after all, Seemings and Shews of 
Separation in their Prafiice. Oh! that they were but more tender in a+» 


voiding this appearance of Evil! 


| | 

And how great the Evils arc juſily to be feared, by their gathering into [ The grere E. 
Liſtinii and ſeparate Churches, he is very ſenſible 3 for he gives us: a good Ys of gather. 
account of them in ſix Particulars, worthy to be thought upon 3 and ;'* nePoA 
therefore I will repeat them here after him. Een reals xl 


Pag, 20. 


* 1. The exaſperating the Minds of Perſons, for Number or Quality Pag. 19, 20, 
\*confiderable 3 and fo alienating them from their Brethren, and hindring 42 


"their Good. | 
'2, And thereby weakyning the Proteſtant Intereſt, in a time which re- 


quireth our greateſt Concord. 

"3. And ſetting of Parties againſt Parties, and Churches againſt Chur- 
| *ches, and turning Religion into Contentions, and mutual Oppoſitions. 
*4. And the. countenancing of #nlawful Separations, which will all ſhel- 
- 'terthemſelves under ſuch Examples : And the Dividers will not ſee the 

Son Principles on which we go, whilſt our Practice ſeemeth to be 

the ſame, 

'5. And fo it may be injurious to future Ages, by ſceming to give them 

Prelidents tor their #nlawful Separations. 

6. Anditis not the leatt evil Conſequent, That we ſhall cheriſh; not 

- Only the Error of thoſe, that think worſe of the Pariſh- Worſhip and 


Aſſemblies than there is cauſe 3 but we ſhall alſo accidentally nouriſh 
*their 


| T THe] 
«© their Pride, who will think themſclves an holier People, becauſe they e- 
© roncouſly cenſurc the Perſons and Practices of others, } 


God keep theſe Corfiderations warm upon their Hearts! And then, ng 
doubt, they will tind thcſe evil Effetts or Conſequences much more in 
Number, IFetgnt and Certainty. than ally Bcenchts to be ballanced againſt 
thom. 
3 But may any onc beſides Mr, B. be allowed to fay thus much? How 
angry is he for anothers reporting in a few other words, what himſelf 
hath confeſſed in the fourth Particular bctore recited ſee with what x 
Paz. 53. Pallionate Preface he quotes them; | * But my expectation of Modeſty, 
* (ce, by the following words, necds a Pardon. Cenfider, I beſeech you, 
how like Independent Apes, your new Congregations will make you look, —] 
In the Author himſelf the Words are thus: | © Contider, 1 beſcech 
Tolerat. not to © 1.01, and ſce before hand, how like to Independent Apes, ( parden the 
- aſl * Expreſſion ) your new ©'onyregations will make you look. | But inſtead 
+ of pazdoning the Expretſion, ſuch is his good Nature, he lays on un- 
Pag.53- mecrcitully for it, | © That is to ſay, Come N. C. it you will not be 
* beaten from your Maltcr's Work, we will try whether we can feof 
*and ſcorn you out of it : If that will not do, we will pretend Chrift's 
* Name and Authority forbidding you. For as Chritt, Mat. 4. fo you, 
* mult encounter a threefold Ternptation, But we take pleaſure in In- 
*firmities, and can bear to be made as the Off: ſcouring of all things, remem- 
* bring who was cloathed with Purple, and then mock*d, as being like a 
* King, ] All this Vent but on the warning of them againſt that Symb» 
Pizing with the Independents, which he himſclf alſo reckons up, asa gret 
Evil attending their withdrawing into ſeparate Churches, So that it we 
make any Sence of what he faith here, to ape or imitate the Indepen- 
dents or Scparatilts, is to be made in his Opinion, the Off- ſcoxring of al 
things, &c, \Were it not ſcaſonable therefore to irmmind him upon this 
Pay. 29, oOf his own words cl{ewhecre to that Author : [ © You underlic.nd net- 
A * ther the Men you talk of, nor their Cauſe Thcy take not the Inde- 
* pendent Aſſemblics to be the Tents of Enemies : they leave Terms of | 
* Enmity an.ong Brethren, to thoſe. that have Enmity in their Hearts. | 
And yet, alas! how unpardonablc a Crime is it to ſuppoſe: and repit- 
ſcnt them, as Imitators of theſe dear Brethren ! It wee well if Mr.Þ. 
Cid not take pleaſure in ſuch Intirtyities as theſe arcs | 


I 


Ga ; [ © The prime preat Obligation for tht Curc of all this, doth le upon 
thre cnre'of cur OMe of the Conforming Side. ] How pronc are we to excuſe ourſelves 
Dive(. chieth and ſhift off Duty and Obligation to other Men! | * It were ealy fot | 
bes. ] * them not to filence Chrift's Miniſters, that arc as wiſe and as good © 


« theme 


—_ 
bo 


[ 47 ] 


© themſelves. ] The Aim is here manifcitly againſt the Law and Biſhops ; 
and the ſilenced Miniſters are all voiced up for the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and as wiſe and yood as the bcii ot them that filence them. — This we 
call Mortification, S-if-deniat, Humility, and Modeſty. 

[ © It were caly tor them, not to punith a godly Perſon ſo heavily as 
© an Excommunication comes to, tor the Weakneſs of ſerupling a S2- 
«© crament Geſture and not to punilh their Children with being wnchri(t- 
© ned, or them. Ives with Excommunication, who think the dedicating 
© Image of the CroGG unlawtul, or think it their own Duty to cnter their 
© wn Children into Covenant with God, rather than God- Fathers, that 
* have no propricty in them,” and they are ſure never intend to take them 
© for thcir own, or uſe them as they covenant to do, | It were caſy for 
you, Sir, not to ſlander the Government with ſuch like Imputations, Tt 
were caſy for you to make a fairer Confiruction, both of our Conltituti- 
 onsand Uſapes, When did you know any godly Perſon cxcommunica- 
ted for mrer Weakneſs and Thoughts ? It were caſy for you to forbear 
that invidious Phraſe, the dedicating Image of the Cr:ſs, and ſuch like, which 
you too frequently abound with, when our Liturgy hath no ſuch Scare- 
eo word 1n it. . It were caly tor you not to have ſaid, you are ſure of 
what you know nothing of, v:z. the Intentions of God-Fathers at the 
Font, &c. 

But atcer all this, ſpcak out the N, C. for your ſelves : Is here all you 
are offended at ? Will, it fully fatisfy you, - it the. Biſhops filence not the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, that are as wile aud as good as themſelves ? And, it you 
ſhall not be excommunicated tor the weakneſs of fcrupling a Sacrament» 
Gejture, or thinking the Sign of the Croſs unlawtul, nor your Children 
unchrittncd upon this Score, (.tho in truth they are all chriftzed, before 
fizned,) and you your (clves permitted to enter your own Children into 
Covenant with God ? Will you ſubmit heartily to all the reſt, 1t kneeling 
at the Communion, the Croſs at Baptiſm, and God- Fathers be remitted 
toyou ? Subſcribe honelily, and declare you will and to it. — Bur 
alas! *tis in vain, I fear, to talk of Condcſcenfions. We have bcen 
too much fool'd already with theſe Pretences, to be confident that no- 
thing elſe ſticks with you. You are a craving Generation ard the Con- 
deſcenſion of your Governors in two or three Points may but open your 
Mouths-wider to ask more, They will gain, in all probability, as little 
as the laſt King of bleflſcd memory did, by all his gracious Condeſcenti- 
ons 3 and the Ifſue is like to be their own Ruine, as it was his 3 the only 
diffcrence this, that their condition will be the Icls piticd, for loving 
Danger, and defpiting the Warnings given than ot it. 

"It on ſuch occafions true godly Chriſtians are al cut of their Pariſh- 


Ibid. & Þ- 20s 


ay | 
Chur.h, whether they err or not, all Miniſters are ncithcr obliped nor Pay. »1, 


* allowed 


[48 ] 
© allowed to deſert them, and ſo to add Cruelty and Affliction to the'gF. 
; <fliccd. ] In the Caſe of Excommunications, Sir, it would betrer he. 
come you to ſay tothoſe in Authority, as you do well in another place; 
Pa". 659. | © We leave your own Works to your own Wiſdom; other Mens Actions 
= "orc not ours. ] But yet remember, there arc thoſe among the Confor- | 
miſts, that have compaſſion for the AMidted, no Jeſs than you: And 
11pon this Suppoſal too, you arc to congregate none but our Excommy- 


< 


Sy p 
nicates, and thoſe among them who are truly godly Chriſtizns, and thoſe a 
( 


calt out of their Pariſh-Churches, on fuch occaſions as bctore were ſpeci. 
ticd: And then, I conjecture, your Meetings will not-be much |}, 


: thronged. | ; T 
| Pay, 21. [ © They that think they anſwer all, by ſaying, thoſe Peoples Scruples c 
© are but Errors, do but (1.) ſhew their Self-eſteem, who can call that 


| 
*Error, which they have ſaid ſo little to prove to beſo ( in ſome of their J 

* Inſtances). (2 ) And he talketh ncither like a Paffor, nor a Chriſtian, ( 

© nor a Man, that thinketh -all that err ſhould be caſt out off the { 

* Church. ] ( 

cz Heis yet to ſeck,' I believe, for that Paſtor, Chriſtian, or Man, thath | « 
talketh. — But is it- Selt-eſtecm at this time of day in the Chriſtian 
Church, to call theſe Peoples Scruples Errors ? And hath there not enough | 
been faid by our Judicious Writers, Whitgift, Andrews, Morton, Hooker, ( 
Paybody, Sanderſon, and others, ( to name none who arenow living,) | * 

| 


to prove them ſo? What will ſome Men think enough ? — Burt how | * 
"*\tiould we have heard of it, if we had called them falſe Conceits, paultry 
Principles, and Perverſeneſs, as we find ſome of the hike Principles, that 
-have no leſs to be ſaid for them, defervedly cenſured in this Book ? By F 
' Pag 96, 99. name, The Unlawfmlneſs of all Book:prayers, or all impoſed : Placing Religion d 
in being croſs to the reſt of the Congregation, in not flanding up at the Cred | \ 
end Hymns, &c. But, I beſcech you, Sir, are you the only Man that r 
EE may ſpeak ſharply againſi the Humors and Weakneſs of Religious Peo- | '$ 
| Pag, 126, ple? Orare. you the fole Demonſtrator of thoſe Miliakes which you I 
inveigh againſt? Or have you the Monopoly of Names and Cenſures? | x 
Abate but a little of that great and ungrounded Eſteem you have of your | , » 
{cIf, and you will ſoon perceive it, not to be Selt-efteem in others, to ( 
call thoſe often baffled Scruples, Errors at leaſt, it no worſe. The truth v 
is, you would be well adviſed, to ſpend that time (1 will not ſay, as d 
ſome have done, in your Greek, Grammar, but ) in prattical Meditations, tf 
wherein lies your chiefeſt excellency, that you walte in theſe crude Scrib- | t: 
lirgs, which you have ſcarce the Patience your (elf to read over, and | a 
correct, before you ſend to the Preſs, 0 
Pag: 23: [ © As the Weakneſs of the People enclineth them to cauſcleſs Separa* || n 
| * tions and DiskmRionss 1o the doleful Pride and Scltiſhneſs of the carns 
© Part 
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i Part of the Clergy, hath in moſt Ages made them too impatient with 
i the peoples Weaknels, and make ſuch a Noiſe and Stir in the World, 
(if a few do but draw trom their Communion, as if all that difowned 
(them, diſowned Chrilt 3 and all, becauſe Pride would make every Man a 
(God to the World.) For Inſtance ſake, when the Afſembly at Weſtminſter 
were ſo exaſperated at the Five Diſſenters, and the City- Miniſters exclaimed 
{o zealouſly, both from Preſs and Prlpit, againlt the Independents 3 who 
were then the carnal Part of the Clergy * Who, by theſe meaſures, guilty 
of dolefiul Pride and Selfiſhneſs * Which, where-ever tound, deſerve a 
Condemnation. | 
*If there be any ſuch conformable Clergy-Men, as firſt will do all Pag, xs, x6. 
OY can to ſilence and ejed us, and forbid us to preach the Goſpel of 
©G:lvation 3 and then will do all they can, to hinder our Reftauration, and 
ito keep us ſilent : And laſtly, when his Majeſty's Prudence and Clemency 
'piveth us Liberty to preach, when they can no longer hinder us by 
' Force, would ſtroke us into Silence, and Neglect of our Office, by a 
'few ſuch: filly and confident Reaſonings, as this Author uſeth. — I will 
(not offend the Readers ears, by giving them the Name chat I think they 
(deſerve, but wiſh them to read, 1 Theſſ. 2. I5, 16. and to tell them, 
{ by what Names or Titles ſoever they be diltinguiſhed, ) that I, that am 
*z dying Man, would be loth to ſtand in their;Caſe before God 3 and 
'that, it they and I were well agreed, that there is indeed a God, a 
' Chriſt, a Heaven, and a Hell, I think, we ſhould be eafilier agreed in all 
the relt of our Differences. Some Teachers necd thcſe plain Admo- 
*niti0nS 
You of the Conformable Clergy. now look to your fſelvcs3 here is 2 
Fiquis you are nearly concerned in. If there be any ſu.h among you, as 4p 
do all you can, in your reſpeQtive Places, (1.) To ſilence and ejedt the 
N.C. who will not ſubmit to the common Orders of Publick, Diſcipline, but 
reviſe them 3 and forbid them upon this account to preach the Goſpel of 
Salvation, who have ſometimes preachcd Sedition, Rebellion, or Schiſm, 
nliead of ic 5 and, *tis to be feared, upon an opportunity may do fo as 
"Fain. And then, (2.) upon the ſame Score, do hinder thcir Reſtauration, 
, without they change, or renownce their former Princi les, which they refuſe 
fo do, and keep them filent Rill, continuing in the ſame Grounds, for 
which they were at hilt legally ſilenced. And then, (3.) perſuade them, 
by Presbyterian Motives and Reaſonings, heretofore avouched openly by 
themſelves, which was the rebuked Author's Scope and Drift ) not to 
take the Liberty of running into Separations, Whoſoever you are, I ſay, 
and by what Names or Titles (oever diltinguiſhed, (. whether Arch-Biſhops, 
or Biſhops, Prieſts or Deacons,) you deſerve a Name too ugly and abomie 
rable tobe mentioned 3 and were it not for fouling of Paper, or offen« 
G ding 
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And to a like purpoſe cltewhere: © Alas! what thoughts have theſe Ma 
* of Souls, of Sin, of Holineſs, of Kepentance, and of their own: Suffice) 
* and Labours ! | Go ye now, and chew upon this bn private. . , th.” 

Sometimes he parallels the N, C, Miniſters Caſe, with the Loyal Cleyy, 
ejcated without and againſt Law in the Times of Rebellion but here, and 
in other Places, he riſes higher, and rcpreſents them to us, as the very 
Apoliles, ſent immediatly by Chrijt, perſecuted and ſilenced by us, as ſo many 
curſed Fews or Heathens : For which he likewiſe tells us, the Day uf an 
Deſolation is approaching, and Wrath from God coming wpon us to the wtter- 
mo#t. 

Such 1s the Truth and Modcſty of the Man, that will yet preſume no 
higher, than tolay himfclt at the Conformifts Feet, and ( under the ſweet 
and affectionate Appcellation of Fathers and Bretbren ) humbly beleech 
and petition them, 
But, to do him right, I muſt alfo tcll you, that he is not always thu 
tranſported, and in his Altitudes, In his lucid Intervals he is far more 
diſcreet and moderate, and in an, eb/iging manner a&ts the Advocate for us 
againlt the more Fanatick, Objeciorfg, Thus in his Cure of Church-Di- 
vifons © 

[+* Object. It is one thing to perſecate for particular Opinions and Inte- 
< relis, as almoſt all Parties have ſometimes done; and another thing, to perſecutt 
* fur Godlineſy it ſelf 
© Auf 
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« Anſ, 1confels, it is, and the difference between theſe two is very 
cpreat. But, I' pray you, conſider 3 Firſt, they are vety"feww, perhaps 
« none at all, that you ſeparate from, that* ever perſecuted you thy way'the 
all, nor can you prove, that ever they ſo much as allow'd 'of it," "$0- 
©condly, That they, whom you and I do ſuffer by, do not believe that 
« they perſecute us tor Godlineſs, but think, that here the Caſe is more 
$ defenſible than yours was 3 for you had no jult Awthority over us. 'When <7 
* the Anabaptiſts did pull down the Miniſters, they pulled down the Magi- 
« firates t003 | And when the Prerbyterians, and other Noncorformiſts, 
outcd the Bilhops, they rebell'd againſt the King tro, [© And therefore it 
© was a Perſecution of Equals without Anthority : Bur thoſe that we Mi- 
©nilters ſuffer by now, are our lawfil Rulers, ( pray, remember that, no 
 SUſurpers,) who hive made-Laws to ſubſcribe, and ſay, and ſreear, and 

© dy the things which we do not. And theretore they think, that we ſut- 
« fer but for a different Opinion, joined with D1ſobedience. *Tis not all 
© Men whom thcy forbid to preach, but only thoſe who diſſent, and do not 
' obey them: *Tis not all Men that are godly, whom they impriſon, but 
thoſe that mect to worlhip God, in a Fay and Manner differing from 
© theirs, and forbidden by them, So that how can you {iy, that this is 
not for differing Opinions ? 
© Object. But we forbid them not to holl their own Church-Communion : 
*Tho we ſeparate from them, we never denicd them the Liberty of theiy 
f Conſciences, | 

* Anſ. Some of your Judgment denied many of them much of that 
* Liberty, which confilteth in worſhipping of God in their own. way, 
* when you werc in Power, But, ſuppoſe they had nor, it is but another 
* ©WWay of Uncharitableneſs; the Vice expreſſed ſeemecth to be the fame, if 
* you condemn them as nit for Chriftian Communion, and therefore you 
exclude them trom yours3 and ycu take their Communion among 
*themfelves, to be but a Prof ..nation of holy things, which maketh them 
* the mare impious, and you the more odious : And you tolerate it in them, 
as you tolerate Mens Folly an4 Madneſs, or Leproſy, or Plague, becauſe 
"you cannot cure it, And, I pray you, judg, it there be ny more 
*Chriſtian Love in this kind of Dealing, than there is in that which you 
* call Perſecution, | We are beholden to him for this kind Apology, = 

But can 2ny, amongſt the molt bitter S-paratilts, call us worſe than 
; hehath done, by Interpretation at leatt, in the Scion we have peruſed 
before? Who would ever think, chit he had elſewhere (id of the 
Learn, zealous, high Conformijts, arid that in this very Treatiſe, that, Pas. 119: 
[-* They are not; by any fober Man, to be accuſed of doing, cither | 
' they knew nt wh4t, or whar they did mot” ſuppſe was prod,” aid Would* 
|? It ſuch are not to 


* countervail all that it ſhould coſt to procure it | 
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accuſed by any ſober Man, we may appeal to him as Witneſ7, that þ 
ves ah C w with Paſſim and Prejudice, that rails upon them in the 
maner even now exprcls'd.  O! that he were once ſo happy, as to reap. 
eile the Differences, and care the Divifiens, between Himſelf and ſober 
Mr. Baxter. 


Pap. >®. © 1, Ibdlieve the Presbyterians will joia with th: Independents, wt & 

[ Prodyrertim os you call them, but io all that they think good and lawful,) 

Refoliotrurs. } "Tic Bo long ſince the Presbyterians call'd them a Sec too, and their 

' Jerier «f 2.:4, Way Schiſm, a Schiſm, the Toler«tion whereof they judg's repugnant utterly 

Mini.i. to he to their Solemn League and Covenant. And they agree now, "tis like, juſt 
AmnlY> a5 they did betore, that is, againit the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

$4: 1.11645 < Thar they will exerciſe their Miniltry, as they are by Covenant eq. 

Rs gaged, tor Chr:(t and Mens Souls. | 

| | [ © As they are by Covenant engaged,”] That juſt now mentioned, 1 

Ste thei: Torm Teitimonial of the taking whereof ws requir ed frm every one that addreſſed 

of C-:rch-U,o himſelf to the Presbytery for Ordination. And ot whi.h Mr. Caſe laid, 

\&nment,p 20 K The Waters of this Covenant have been a notable Purgation to the 

Quarre! of the © Rebels, — Ir hath-bccn a Sbibboleth to diſcover them, and a Smerd in 

Covenant, © the hand of the Angel of th: Covenant, to chaſe or ſlay them, The 

 Serm. 2. p48. © mjphty Armies of Malignants have not been able to ſtand before it: 

653 66. &® The Walls of Jericho have fallen flat before it. The Dagon of the Biſhops 

| < Service Book brake its Ncck dctorc this Ark of the Covenant, Prelacyand 

© Prerogative have bowed down, and given up the Ghoſt at its Feet, ——. 

Ibid. p. 62, And again: **I am humbly contident, that the ſame Shores (hall not 

* bound this Covenant, which bound the two covenanting Nations 3 but, 

« as it is ſaid of the Goſpel, ſo will it be verified of this Goſpel-Covenant : 

-- "The ſound thereof wiil go into all the Earth, and the Words of it to the 

« ends of the World, Rom. 10. 18, 


's * 3. They will worſhip God with the Sed? of the Dioceſan Prelatiſts in 
7, 20, 

* their proper Minitiry. ] That is, till, according to their Covenant, 
they can revot them out 3 which that they may effe&t the more ſuccefſ- 
fully, the Independents now are not a Set, but Brotherhood, — No; 'tis 
the Set of the Dioceſan Prelatiſts, — Divine Mr. Herbert, in his Poem of 
th: Britiſh Church, ( who. very well unduttovud what was meent by it ) 
gives her this deſerved Commend ation above all others, that the ſits in the 
Place of Vertue, betweeen Extremes on either hand: *The Mean thy Praiſe 
* and Glory is. But here 15 one that rudely and inſolently thruſts her out, 
to flep himſelf into *b.y Room 3 and juſt/es ber, firlt to one Extreme, and 


then to another, betore to Charch-Tyranny, and now to Schiſm. 


You 
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* the Pariſh-Churchcs alſo, as far as will ſtand wich the duc exerciſe of: 
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© Othe Confidence of this Adviſer in his own Underſtanding, that dare Pag. 29. , 
t {ay, he is ſure the Presbyterians have no reaſon to engage In a way of. LEE B's [c- 
«publick Worſhip, contra-diltinct to the Parochial Congregations ? Y Low ag $45 
Leaving the 4dviſer to his own Vindication, I will only take occaſion Adverſaries. 
here to note out fome of the paſſionate Exclamations, and feornful Vilifica- 
tions of the Anſwerer, that we may {ce at one view, how able he is at this 

of Rhetorick, | © O the Confidence of this Adviſer in his own Unaer- 

ſor of w: 
funding i J This is one of che modeſter Sort, | *© Such ſilly and confident Pag. 25. 
eReaſonings, as this Author uſeth. ] That we had betore. [ © Alas! Pap. 44. 
*poor England! whoſe Teachers talk confidently at this rate. | Alas! 
for the People, that cannot try Sence trom Nonſence ! with what Stuff Pag, 61, 
&will ſuch Men carry them away? ] | © Some Men can triumph in fach Pag. 60. 
© Reaſonings for themſelves, as would make another ſick, to read them. ] 
© He will bring us into Vtopia, Morws invented it, F And again : | © It Pay. 48,50. 
© we mult foilow you into Utopia Or Moria. ] Here is a childiſh Clench, 
and ſomewhat elſe 3 05 of &v &Ty Mopt, Mat. 5. 22. — [ * Such Confi- p,, oy: 
: * dence upon ſuch inſignificant Reaſonings, is a great diſhonour to the Wit 
' and Humility of the Author, | | © His next Section is as meer delafion as pyg. g, 
*any of the relt,} [ © What doth this Man, but talk confirſedly f [ © Look 
up, Man, without Bluſhing, ] | © Sir, villify not the Wits of thoſe Clergy- 
' * Men, that chiefly contributed to our — ] | © Honour their Underſtandings Pay. 64, 
© more, | | © His pitiful Objedtion is but a contemptible ſporting of himſelf 
© at the Game he is beſt skill'd at, objecting nothing, that he may ſeem to Pay. 48. 
anſwer it with ſomething, ] [© O for Modeity! ] | © With fill Sail of ,.. b 

© Self-conceitedneſs, he next comes upon us. | bs His next hath no Pay. 43. 
 * bounds, and grieveth me to read it, O Poſterity, how will you know "OP 
© what to believe! ] {| * He addeth old Speeches againſt Toleration, ** *** 
$ wherein we lament his want of common Sence or Modeſty, | &c, ——— b. - 
What a Fountain of Virulency is there within, which ſends torth ſo many ** fx 
Streams of contcmptuous and provoking Language, againſt a learned, 
charitable, moderate, meek, and ingenuous Writer ? 


*Is the exerciſing of a Worſhip and Diſcipline, more agreeable to [0/7 N.C. bem. 
©God's Word than yours, ( we are ready to give you the Proof, when we {{*4 $<«/0ns. } 
* have leave, ) no reaſon. — © Had we hid lee to have contfuted the ſilly þ < 
* Reaſonings of Mr. Fulwood, and ſome other ſuch Pumphleteers, produced - Sa 
* againſt the N.C. we had long ago fhew'd you Cault to repreſs ſuch 
'Sell-eſteem, — ] | *He knoweth, that we muli not give him our Keas pag, 41. 

* fons againlt Conformity. He cannot but know, that many that con» Pag. 32. 
* form not in all the Matters of Subſcriptions, Declarations, Oaths, 
* Diſcipline, &*c. ( not meddling with other Mens Conſciences) do think 
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*it would be in them, a Compoſiti.n of ſuch hainous Crimes as they forbear 1 
© 1ame hens for fear of ſeeming to be aocuſers of *ofbevy, and to\be nnpeateabl, 
© And if he'think that ſuch Toyes as Mr Fulwood, ' Mr Selemans,-and Mr 
© Hinkleys 8c. ſhould ſatisfy them; he thinks Contemptibly of theie rendey. 
* ſtandings, And he that upon ſre2b poor Temptations as theſe, will yield to 
* what their Conſeitnces fear, can ſcarſe tell what he may yield to before he 
*dycth. Lct him procurc us Leave but {to publiſh our Reafors again 
© Conformity; and then let him tell us that we were better Contorm when 
© he hath-Anſwer'd them, It is caſy to talk, when none mult: Config, 
© him, and to hrave it out againſt one whoſe Tongue 15 tyed. | Apain — 
[ © The, Loveof Peace, and the fear of f righting any further from Pariſh. 


 * Communion than T deſire, do oblige me to forbear ſo much as to deſcribe 
"© name the alditional Conformity , and that Sin*'which N. C. tear ang 


© flie from, which maketh it hirder for ns that delire it, to draw. many 
* good People to Communton with Contormitts than It was of 014. 
© But, when both Law and Love of Peace and Concord torbid us ſo much 
© 35 to ame the caules, it is difingenuous tor the C#/pable to take that ad. 
© vantage againlt us, and to force us to do that which they themſelves &n.' 
notibear. } ©: 

- Good ran! How ſcrapulous and carefull he is to do nothing withewt 
Leave ! Not to Print Book without a (Licence, or Imprimatur, from Authority | 
How he fears and trembles to be an, acuſer of the Conformiſts, or frighten, 
others from their Communion, or ſgem unpeaceable ! How powertul is the 
ſence of the Law, and the love of Concord in him, fo that he dare not ſo much 
ir name the Compolition ot thoſe hainous Crimes which the N. C: Con- 
ſcience dreads in the point of Conformity ! — And yet, notwithſtanding 
this profeſſion of Tenderneſs and Conſcience, and civility in the caſe, we have 
them over and over named an1 pointed to, -— | © Itis nolefs, ( as we heard 
© before ) than ( 1 ) Horrid Sacriledge, ( 2 ) Perfidious Covenant-breaking, (3) 
* Diſobedience to God(4 )Cruelty to Souls,and (5 ) Unthankfulneſs for great Mer 
© cies, if any of us ſh4]l deſert our undertaken ofhces. | And again,elſs where 
— | © What if a tolerated Pres byterian ſhonld- read the Common Prayer” 
* in his Church 3 and ute all your Cercmonics, trough he tear Perjury and 
* Lying, and Violating bis Baptiſma! Vow ? | Have we not here enough of that 
Compoſition of Crimes which you N. Cz tear ? -— But, it there be nor, you 
ſuppoſe us in another place to know well ena:tgh without yorr telling, 
[ © We confeſs that we do not actually obey the Civil unqueſtionable 
* Power in every particular aboutGod's Worthip, which: hath been- com> 
© manded us. I need not tell you why. ] — O' but the Additional' Conſe 
mity | that you dread fo much as to point at. ' What thenis the meaning 
of | © Docirinal Corriptions | p, 15. and | © The New Doftrine about Infants 
brought into the New Rwbrich, | p 45.1 appeal to the Maſters of Ingepwity 

| whether 
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heather this be nat the worſt and moſt empoatical way of hinting and ox- | 


g to tbe People, when you pretend a thing ſo Egormouy, that you fear the 
ery naming ot it. ,— But then, ,what mult we ay of this, ef ter you b vg, 
aamed it over and over? —after your Reaſons publiquely given in, your Due 
Account, as you call it, to tbe Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 166 4, -— Aitcr 
the Survey of the Grand Caſe of the tpreſent Miniſtry, 1663 —— After many 
Other unlicenſed Pamphlets and Sermons? —— This, Sir, is*Uapardonable, 

Yet we cannot blamic your Policy, who would be thought till to have 
Gmewhat more to ſay for your le]ves than hath hitherto been offered, T his 
 weare (uffcicntly affured of, that No man, heartily reconciled to the Antient 
Eltabliſhments of the Church of England ſince the Reformation, would boggle, as 
you do, at the preſent Conformity there being Nothing new required, but what 
was wholly occaſion'd by the inſincerity- of ſame in their former Conformities, and 
| the villopy of others in Covenanting againſt, and caſting down the former Eſtabliſh= 
ments, And lct me freely tell you Sir, ( what you have, faid yoyr ſelf ſome- 
time to other Separatiſts ) | * Read but the writings againſt the Scparatiſts of 
* hoſe times, and you may learn, that ozwr Ligyt is not greater but leſs than 
' theirs, and that we ſee not farther into that cauſe than they did, and the Change 
' of times doth -not change 'the Truth, nor will warrant us to change our 
Relighon, } | 
— |, *.He& that ſaich our Preaching is Evil, may tempt. men to.think that 
fthe--Goſpe), which we Preach, is Evil 3 or that Infidelity, Atheiſm, Sen- 
F ſuality and Wickedneſs which. we preach againtt, is good\or harmlc(s. — 
*If you turn to them that Calumniate us of Preaching Error or Sedition, the 
(Law is open. Our Writings and Dotjrine arc calily tryed. If we ſay Evil, 
* bear Witneſs of the Evil. ] | 
- Blame us not then fox uling, upon occalion, , this Liberty and Freedom, 
which you znvite us to, and ſtand in. ſome xced, ot, whilli, you remain ſo 
ſecurely Conſident of your own Tunocencies, — Too much Evil hath been 
ſaid and Printed — And ſome Witneſs hath been born of it too, in the Rebels 
Plea, the Evangelinunm Armatum, thc Biſhop of Warcefters Letter &c/— And 
ſomewhat is added farther, for the ſatisfaction of your deſires here, in theſ 
Reflections, which I have not yet done with. | 
[© The Presbytcrians dittinguiſh between a Parith-Church that impoſeth 
*not9i;1g on the Miniſters or people that God forbids, and one that doth.— 
* And between a Parith-Chureh that is reformable' in that which nororiouſ- 
ly needeth Reformation, and one that Solemnty covenanteth again(t Reformas 
tion, | The intimation here is, that ovr Pariſh-Churchcs impoſe on the Mi- 
wiſters or People, what God forbids, and do ſolemnly Covenant againſt Reforma- 
tion even in that which. natorionſly: needez, it, —— Ang this he often glanceth 
at, — | © For my ſelf, I have:long) been of Opinion;which one day you will 
"pardon, that Perjury, Perfidiouſneſs,: and .Perſcentian, Frond contending rtho 
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© 211 be preateft, and Covenanting never in certain points to obey Chriſt apa; 
he W.rld and the Fleſh, is not the way of God, ] nd again, ſpeaking *. ou 
Pap. 132. of the Conformiſts, whom he calls Godly and ſober. [{_ © Plain dealing is noe 
© the Sign of Enmity but Love. I muſt tell you, that we cannot but thinkthgy 
'' © you need Repentance, Great Repentance for Sinning more, and that by Pxbli 
| * Deliberate, choſen, Covenanted, miniſterial Sin, Proteſting againſt Repentance, ] 
Thiz is plain enough, and the Charge high and bom:. Covenanting, Solemaly 
Covenanting againſt Reformation z and that not for a twme only, but for ever; 
nor in ſome one thing but ſeveral, | © Never in certain points to obey Chriſt 4. 
 gainſt the World and Fleſh, and this Miniſterially, Publiquely, Deliberately, 
upon Choice, and this beſides other horrid Sins of Perjury, Perfideouſneſs, Pre. 
ſecution, and Proud contending who ſhall be greateſt, adding that unto all, 
which makes them moſt #npardonable,| © Proteſting againjt Repentance. ]There 
had need be good proof giv'n of this Accuſation, whereot yet none is. offered: 
or we muſt record the Accuſer for a ſhameleſs Slanderer, and admoniſh him, 
in his own words, to | © Repent of ſuch Calumnies, and not fiudy to aggre- 


Pas. ey: vate his fault by Excuſes. — And, after all this, we mult till believe; that 
| CE he loves #s and ſpares ws, and is extremly loth to ſay what evil 'he knows 
 - Pag, 47-. by us, unwilling to frighten others from onr Pariſh-communions, and loth to 
| phy 44 provoke us more then needs, or to meddle with our Conſciences, Is not here a 


Compoſitian of bainous crimes, ſufficient enough to ſcare men from our Conmu- 
wion ? Is not here enough t'» brand us for a ſort of the moſt flagitionſly wicked 
wretches under Heaven ? For who can lay on greater loads of aggravation ? 
And that Preaching , which can reconcile ſuch Immoralities as thele, with 
the attributes of Godly and >ober, diſhonours Chriſtianity, and debanches- the 
World. | ky 
' of Drunken _ [© He, that is fallen under ſuch Drunken Readers. as I was bred un- 
Readers} *der in my youth, that were Drunk many times ofter then they Preached 
Pag, 44 *(T am ready to prove it, for th. y never Preached, but were Drunk- oft) 
| * This poor man and his Family muſt venture therr Souls on this f.itifh 
* Drunkards condu@}, becauſe it isa True Church. What a trick hath the 
*Devil tound, to bind mien to conltancie in his fervice, fo it be done in a 
* True Church ? | 


Eating the ſpitefulneſs of the Refletion, and ſubtilty of the D:monſtratia 

[ © Many times oftner Drunk thin they Preached, for they never Preached, 
The Church of England, Sir hath berter provided for all ber ( bildren i: tht 
neceſſaries to Salvation,than toleave them barely to the private Diſcretion or cox 
dutt of the Beſt, much lels of ſortiſh Drunkards. And, it ary ſxch there be, 
.C-” 1t were a greater charity #0 the Publick, to complain of them to thoſe, unto whom 
it belongs to admoniſh, ſufpend and remove them, than propagate idle flories.asthe 
manner is, ftrom hand to hand, to the prejudice even ot the innocent. 
But as there are more ways of Preaching in a true ſenſe, than that which 3 
val- 
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rulgarly cried up for ſuch 3 fo there are more ways alſo of being drunk, 
than thoſe two common ones, by Wine and firong Drink, Iſa. 29. 9. 
'We could calily tell you of Men drunk, with Paſſion, and Self-concett, . 
and Error, and a Spirit of Giddineſs, Mr. B. can tell you at another _ 
time, That certainly Pride is a greater Sin than Whoredom or Drunkenneſs, 8c, Gild, valvian. 
And Dr. Pierce hath formerly recommended this uſetul Remark to your P: 179+ 
Conſideration: { © Many are no Drunkards, who are yet more ſcanda- Anf. toMr, 5, 
& low than if they were, The Devil himſelf is no Drunkard, but he <h2p. 6. $13. 
« is proud, and envious, and hypocritical, rebellious, ſacrilegiow, and many the 
« other ways worſe than a common Drunkard: His frequenting the 
« Church, and transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, appearing 
« like a Saint, and putting on Godlineſs for a Diſguiſe, doth make him 
© much more ſcandalous, ( 1n the true importance of the word ) than he 
« could poſſibly be, if he could be drunk. And altho a Drunkard is fo 
« deteſtable a thing, as not to deſerve a Toleration in the meaneſt of the 
& People, much leſs Imprnity or Connivance in any Prieft ; yet I would 
* not have him puniſhed more for his Judgment than his Life, ( as I can 
© prove many have becn:) becauſe a Drunkard may be Orthodox, and a 
| © dry Man may be an Heretick; a Drunkard may be loyal to God's Anoin- 
*ted, whilſt one, who never was drunk, may be a Rebel. Nor can I 
© think it __ worthy, Ad Rempublicam perdendam, aut Eccleſiam, ſobrium 


6 accedere- 


—— [ © Tho we differ not at all from the Dodtrine of the:Church of Pag. 4s. 
* England, till the new Dofrine about Infants was brought into the new oy 0 m—_ C 
* Rubrick,, yet it is not in minutioribus, that we differ from the Conformiſts : ,# aw; args 
* Gather from it what you can, God knoweth, we think, the Matters in' ;4e church of 
* difference, very far from things indifferent. | England, } |, 
—— [ © We differ not at all from the Doctrine of the Church of 
* England. ] What, not at all from Artic. XX, where it is declared, SeetheXXXIX 
That the Church hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies. Not at all Articlcs, 
from Artic, XXXII, where it is declared, That that Perſon, who, by open 
Denunctation of the Church, is rightly cut off from the Unity of the Church, 
and excommunicated, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the Faithful, 
« an Heathen and Publican, until he be openly reconciled by Penance, and re- 
ceived into the Church by a Fudg that hath Authority thereto * Not atall from. 
Artic. XXXIV, where it is declared, That whoſoever, through his private 
Judgment, wittingly and purpoſely, doth openly break, the Traditions and Cere- 
montes of. the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be or- 
dained and approved by common Authorit 'y, oxght to berebuked openly, that others 
may fear to do the like, as be that offendeth againſt the common Order of the 
Church, and burteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and woundeth the Con- 
H ſerences 
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{ciences of weak, Brethren j | Not at all from Artic. XXXVI, where jt is 


declarcd, That the Book of Conſecration of Arch- biſhops and Biſhops, and . 
daining of Priefts and Deacons, —_ doth contain all things nec(ſſary to ſuch ; 
Conſcerztion and Ordaining 3 neither hath it any thing, which u of it ſ{lf ſuper. 
fiitions or ungodly? | And arc not theſe, part ot the profeſſed Dotirine of 
the Church of England ? But why chatcchize I you thus tar, when YOU 
have befurc protcls'd your Ignorance, what is meant by the Church of 
England £ How then can you tell, what the Potfrine of that Church i; 
and whether or no, or i: what you agree and dittcr with it ? ; 

of Ca [ © Till the new Dotirine about Intants was brought into the nn 


© Rubrick. | It you differ not at all from the old Dofi-ine Ot the ol 


Rubrick , as you would ſeem to tell us, ghere needs no quettion about the 
new; for Ict us view them well together. 


The O14 Rabrick thus : 


That no Man ſhall think, that any Detriment ſhall come to Chillren, by de- 
ferring of their Confirmati-n : he ſhall know for a Truth, that it is cer- 
tain by God's Word, that Children, being baptized, have all things neceſſary 
for their Salvation, and be undoubtedly ſaved. 


The New more ſtortly, thus : 


It is certain by God's Word, that Children which are baptizcd, dying befor: 
they commit aciual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved, 


Where indeed the Preface of the former is omitted, but nething is 
taught tor a Truth, cert2in by God's Word, but what was to acknowledyed 
betore: For the Omiton of that one Cluule, | hare 2!! things neceſſary t 
their Salvation, | is ſufticicntly included in, | are andvrbtedly {av d | : and 
the inſerting that other, | dying before they commit afiual Sin] tendsratha 
to reſtrain, than to cnlarge the Propofition, as the in.partial Obſcrvcr will 
ealily judg. | 

And yer, forſyuoth, this new DoGrine, as he flandcrs it, flicks niuch 
with thcm, who avouch theniſ{clves not to dificr at all trom the Lodtnile 
of the Church of England, till that new Rubrick which contains it, was 
introduced. And here is the Sum ot his Dotirinal Corruptions, in the 
Plural Number, which we had mention of betore, And he hath yet anc 
ther Fling at it before the end. | f I read in tie Rubrick, of ſumething 
*about Intants certain by the Word of God; but I ncvcr read, in whit 
* Chaptcr or Verſe it was. Þ Now mutt he not evidently. affirm as much 
of the 0/4, it he agrce unto it, as he would be thought todo? Isitndt 

there 
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there a5 expreſs, He ſhall know for a Truth, that it is certain by the Word 

Grd ? Is not that Fanatick, Exception, every whit as pertinent and a- 

recable there? | © But I never heard in what Chapter or Verſe it was ] 

what nced of this, I pray, to either? What Chapter or Verſe? As 

if Scripture Sence and Conſequences were not as truly. the Word of God, 

25 Scripture-Words, and exprels Afſertions ? That which is there dtia- 

wetice, as well as that which is there axiomatice, as ſome love to ſpeak. 

Or as if Holy Scripture were not, betore Chapter and Verſe were de- 
termined in it, — But this 1s the doughty way of arguing, which the 
Prebyterians have furniſhed the other Sects withal againli themſelves : 

What Chapter and Verſe ſaith ſo and ſo? And this great Rebuker of 

' other Setarics, ſeems mightily taken himſclt with it, { © What Chapter Pag. 75- 
{and Verſe faith, that only Szbſcribers, Swearers, Declarers, and Conformers, 
*arethe Church of Chritt 3 and thoſe that fear an Oath and Conformity, are 
"none of it? ] This, one would think, were matter enough for many 
Verſes. 
$ Yet it is not in minutioribus, that we differ from the Conformiſts, ] Pag. 4c. 
$ it appears. [© God knoweth, we think the Matters in difference very 

' far from things indifferent : Gather from it what you can. | We mult 

gather from it then, That they are not minute or {mall Matters, upon 

which you are rejected 3 and that the Church and you are not like to 

agree, until cither the renounce her Doctrine, or you alter your Judg- 

ment about it, — We can theretorc the more calily believe you, when 

you ſay : 

— | *We have almoſt twelve years ago cried out, even to Unmanner- res — 
'lineſs, that, it potſibly, we might have been heard, to the Reverend &[7'd Unmau- 
'Prelates, — O drive not godly People from your Communion for no- nerl-neſs co che 
thing! ] Unmannerlineſs with a Witneſs ! But can any thing be of 3/1 
ſs weight than nothing ? Elſewhere you have it ; | © Do you excommus- pag. 92. 
'Nicate, and drive from your ſeveral Pariſhes, the Members of Chriſt, 
for not eating'with your Spoon ? ] And can there be any thing almolt 
more minute or indifferent than that? But clſcwhere you are ſtill more 
rreverent, and in your own word, unmannerly, ( male morati ) : [ *Do Pag. 62. - 
You lilence us, and depoſe us from the Miniſtry, and forbid Baptiſm, 
and the Lord's Supper, to all that have not as wide 2 Swallow as your 

(elves? ] And yet all this while you meddle not with our Conlciences. 

It were obvious to retort, that their Swallow was wide enough, who 


could let down the Covenant, Biſhops and their Lands together : and may \ 


claim Kindred with thoſe on Record, for ſtraining at Gnats, and ſwal- 
lowing Camels, 
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Pag. v5. «© Why may not we in the allowed Places exerciſe our Miniſtry, in 
[ Some Toft ' ©xizing As Children of any of your Flocks that ſhall defire It, or giving 
. what the N.C. « 1, the Sacrament # I yet underſtand not, unleſs for avoiding your Envy 
C 


would be 14 1þ= 


p - C ill 3 : 
"1c: 4112.5 © and Diſpleaſure, ] Again, | * What harm will it do you, it a N.C 
2 Das 124. F- preach by you ? I _ follow him, it ſome prefer him before you > 
© Yea, further, Brethren, what if the Noncontormable Miniſters do give 
* zþe Sacrament to ſome, as-you do.to others? What it they call them. 
© {elvesa Church, or exerciſe Diſcipline, ( which without need I would not 

© have them do ) what harm will this be to you or others ? } 
5 Werethcy once permitted, we may perceive how they would be gjj 
bitching forward, and encroaching ſtep by ſtep. For I note theſe Paſſages 
only as a Specimen of thoſe Liberties, which they. delign to take from 
their Toleration. And we mult believe him: [ * We never. defired 
Pag. 55. . * to play the Biſhops in other Mens Dioceſſes. ] What ! not in. the Biſhop of 
Worceſter's ? not in the Biſhop of* London's ? &c — But to the Quelti» 
ons, briefly: Why may we not do ſo and ſo ? Or, What harmwill it dþ 
2 | to you or others ? We may anſwer, as the Presbyterians themſelves ſome. 
| Teiter againſt times did their Independent Brethren; | © The whole Church of England 
| Tolerat. p.4:5. © in ſhort time will be ſwallowed up with Diftra&ion and Confirfion;. — 
© And the Miſchicfs in the Church, will have their proportionable Influence 
© upon the Commen-Wealth, — The Kingdom will be wofully weakned by 
© Scandals and Diviſions. — And it is much to be doubted, leſt the 
© Power uf the Magiſtracy be even utterly overthrown, conſidering the 
© Principles and Practices of ſome, together with their Compliance with 

* other SeQarier, (ufficiently known to be Antiemagiftratical. ] 


Pag+ $6. 6 Baxter hath told you, that Biſhop Uſher profeſſed his Judgment to 
(or Ec © him, that even Biſhops in Council, tho they are the Governors of the 


med: } © Flocks, yet meet not for Government of one another by Vote, orof 


© other Biſhops, but for Concord, And Grotius, de Imper. ſum. Pot, hath 
© hewed you, that Canons are not Laws, but Agreements, ] Add to this: 
Pap. 113. # © Be ſure to keep out both. the Tyranny of Major Votes, and of the þ- ond, 
* magiſterial Self-arrogations of any Individuals, that think others muſh twp 
© 20 them. — Voting is not for Government, but tor Concord. 
Whatever Arch-Biſhop Uſher profe(s'd to Mr. Baxter, or Mr, Baxter 
| hath here told us from himſelf, he hath ſpoken ſomewhat further 
- Five Diſpur, and better in another place ; | © The Uſe of Synods or Councils is, faith 
P+ 12,13 * he, diredily, (1.) For Information and Edification of the Paſtors them- 
* ſelves, by the Collations of their Reaſons and mutual Advice: (2: ). For 
* the Union and Communion of the ſaid Paſtors, and of the particular Chur- 
*ches by them, that (hey may agree in one. — But then, theſe dire Ends 
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* of Synods preſuppoſed, indirefly they may truly be faid to be for Go- 
cement. — For Unity ſake it becomes our Duty to ſubmit to. their 
igt 4 reements 3 and ſ@ the forming of ſuch Agreements or Canons|/is 
conſ.quently a part of Government. — Synods, as Synods, are diredly 
' thr Un.ty and Concord, — by conſequence, atter a ſort, regimental. |. 
and for Grotius, whom he refers to, he hath ſufhcicntly rold us, that it 
w:«nonc of his meaning to deſtroy or take away the dircive, declarative, n. mper, 
@aſory, and > "0h Regiment of the Church in Councils, which he phinly Sm Po. ch.g, 
aſſerts 3 but only that- Imperium, which is proper and peculiar to the higher $: 10. 
Pzwers, and to be derived from their Authority. To this purpoſe he in- 
#anceth: (1.) Ia the Obſervation of the Lord's Day; and, (2.) In the 
Choice of Deacons, | © In both, faith he, we ſee ſomething defined, and 
& conſtituted or appointed, by common Conſent, which none could oppoſe 
* without heavy Guilt : For ſomewhat certainly ought to be determined, 
«.nd nothing could be ſo, one or other, it may be, diſagreeing, unleſs 
either the leſſer Part ſhould yeild unto the greater, or the greater to the 
@*vſ7; which latter, ſeeing it is manifeſtly unjuſt, it follows, that the 
* former was neceſſary, This Right therefore of Conftituting and Deter- 
* mining, is nacural to the Chxrch, | Thus that learned Man. But we 
taveno ſuch word from him, as the Tyranny of Major Votes, which once Pag.-113; 
telieved, we ſhall p. eſently conclude: the moſt Arguſt of all Aſſemblies, | 
Tyraruical.. — Nor can there be any.way poſſible to keep out the Magi- 
terial Self= Arrogations of . Particulars, where many are concerned, if the 
Majority of Votes midſt, not carry it. As for what he annexeth: [© When 
'it is once thought, that the Major Vote mult cazry it, an Ithacian Synod 
' will tyrannize, and every weak ſelf-conceited Man, that hath nothing of 
*Sence to ſay againſt you, will charge the learned, judicious, grave Dj- 
'ziner with Inſolency, if they will not be governed by Ten, that areun- 
'karned, or injudicious Self-efteemers. | He might have learned from 
Grotius, That no ones Right is to be denied for the poſſibility or danger of bir Chap.8.$. 2. 
abafing it : For otherwiſe no Right. at all will be certain unto any. And our 
only Solace in #his Caſe is in the Divine Providence. 


( 


—* We that have conferred with: all the People of our Pariſhes, when Pap. 57, 53. 
we were permitted, found the Multitudes were almoli as ignorant as [7% N C. y3- 
 Heathens: And yet our excellent Succeſſors, that do no ſuch thing, ( as Pa_bap' Þ ther 
| (@ any two of them. that ever I knew or heard of ) but ſee their Fa- MYW 
\&s 1n the Church, ( Ingenuows ! ) nt nt all our. Teaching needleſs, 

to thoſe poor ignorant Souls. Is this Humility, and Miniſterial Fidelity 7} 
Ye are they that applaud and juſtify your ſelves, and ſound the Trumper 
loud in your own conumendation.. We ſhould be glad enough of your 


Help, could we be ſecurcd of your Integrity and Honeſty. But till then 
Wc 
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pj - we muſt ay, with him in Valerins Maximus, Non opns efſe eo Cive Reipuy, 
Lib.6. C.3 $:4- qui parere neſcirct, The Church of Chritt needeth not Paterns of Diſohe. 
dience, which, by how much their Place and , Office, Parts and Abilitier, 
Devotion and Holineſs, are reputed greater than others, by [') much the 
more effectually infin:ate and recommend I)iforder and Contutton to the 
Pcople. — Or, as Chil, one ot the ſeven wiſe Men : Optimam eſſe Rempu), 
que maxime Leges, minime antem Rhetores audiat. —— As tor your admired 
Teachers, they arc known to love and frequent thoſe Pla.es molt, which 
themſclves cannot but judg to have leaſt need of thcir Inſtruction, And 
| you may pleaſe to take notice, how jultly you your ſelf have charged they 
| Pag. 93,94 home with Hypocriſy in this matter. —— [ © Beſtow the greatcr halt of your 
* Labour in private, in skilful exhorting Peopl-: from Fuſe to Houſe, If 
* you did not ſo bctore you were filenced, repent betimes : it you did, 
© you have fornd the Benefit of it, ( more ways, 'tis like, than one.) This 
© is that which few Nonconformiſts do; and in this you may belt live as 
- © their trae Aſſitznts, (and ſometimes UVnderminers too), Brethren, let 
© mc ask you, as before God, why hath no more of this been done, while 
e ©you were lilenced? Is it not too much Hypocriſy, to cry out againſt them 
* that forbid us Preaching, which is one half of our Duty, and in the mean 
* time, wilfully to neglect that Part which none forbid us ? This Way 
* the Papiſts have done their Work, | Mark that Argument! | © Anditis 
© very conſiderable, that mt thar come to your Chappel-Meetings, are ſuch 
*as you ta ke for the leaſt needy, as being already trerned unto God , but from 
* houſe to houſe, you may ſpcak with the more ignorant, —- And Sin- 
* cerity enclineth Men to that Way of Duty, which hath leaſt Oftentation.| 

But that is not the common Way of the Presbyterians, 
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Pag. 61. | * Look up, Man, without Bluſhing, and tell the World, whether ever 
[ How far * the Presbyterians maintained it a Sin to tolerate Presbyterians, — It is 

Lond, oy * ſtrange. that any Party, who think themſelves only or chiefly fit for 
hrs i...,, © Legal Poſſeſſion, ſhould yet think themſelves intol-yable,] I no where 
Pag. 69. hnd the Presbyterians apt to think meanly of themſelves; nor doth the 
Author you thus challenge, as far as I diſcern, intimate any ſuch thing: 
but wholly reflects upon thcir preſent Conjentfiom and Union with fuch, 

whom themſelves have ſometimes reported intolerable. Conſult a whilc 

Teſtim. to the the Teſtimony to the Truth of Feſus Chriſt, and Solemn League and Covenant, 
4 ſubſcribed by the London- Miniſters, and there you will tind, among th: 


BL Eodoue, abominable Errors, aamnable Hereſi:s, and horrid Blaſphemies, not to bt 
1647. tolerated, | 


© *Moxe particularly, we abominate theſe infamous and pernicious Errm!, 
* of latc publiſhed : | 


© That 
Fa, 
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© That no Man (hall ever periſh in Hell for Adam's Sin. Pag. 8. 

© That Chriti was given to undergo a ſhametul Death, voluntarily, on .- 

«the Crofs, to ſatisty for the Sin of Adam, and for the Sins of All Pag, 9g. 
Mankind. 

© That, as the Death of Chriſt was extended to All ; ſo likewiſe the Bene- _T 
fits thereot were, both by the Father and the Son, intended for All, : 

* That, it God command the Goſpel to be preached unto all, and Chrilt Pas. 10. 
©dicd only for ſome then God commands a Lic to be preached to the 
cnt Part of Men. 

© That if God ſhould deprive Men of all Ability and Power to repent 
© and believe, and then ſhould be (till moving and perſuading, ill catreat- 
*ing and beſecching them to (' repent and |) believe, with that Pathetieal- <5 
© neſs of Aﬀeion, wherein he expreſſcta himlſeclt in Scripture, even to 
' them that periſh, as well as tothole that are ſaved 3 this would fecm very 
& bard. yea, ſomewhat barder than Jajuſtice it ſelf : But this is not ſo. 

[ How could our - Anſwerer have cſciped here with his, O for Modsfty ! 
1ze Mens feet, and reproach them for nt going ? pag. 54. ] 

* That ncither Pal nor James exclude or ſcparate faithful Afions, or <9 
© Afis of: Faith, from Faith, or the Condition of our Fuſtification, &c. Pag. 15, 

* That an enforced Vnformity ot Religion, throughout a Nation or Civil 
* State, contounds the Civ! and Religious, denies the Principles of Chriſ[z- Pag, 22, 
© anity and Civility, and that jeſus Chrift is come in the Fleſh. 

* That little cin be done, unleſs Liberty of Conſcience be allowed, for x 
' every Man, and Sort of Men, to worſhip God in that IWay, and perform Ibid. 

* Chriſt's Ordinances in that Manner, as (hall appear to them mot agreeable 
to God s Word, and no Man puniſhed vor diſcountenanced by Authority for 
* the fame 

* Thele © (iy they ) arc ſome of thoſe many horria and prodigious Opini- p; 
*onr, Which do in theſe urhappy Days ſwarm amongſt us which, not. 
* without Grief 2144 Horror of Spirit, we here rccitc, that by this (mall 
'Tatic of their Wormwood and Gall, all the Weld may the better judg 
' of the deadly Litternets of the reit, and the more freely juttity the Fer- 
'voxr of” our Indign tion a, ainſt them all. — Hoping, that as God hath 
*litrred up the Lords and Commons in Parliament, to publiſh their Ordi- 
"Nance Concerning the Growth and Spreading of Errors, Hereſczs, and 
 Blaſphemies 3 \{cirtin; apart a Day of Publick Humiliation, to feck Gud's 
' Aftiliance tor the tuppretiing and preventing of the fame: fo in his 
"rich Macy to England, hc will at Icngth hind out forme effeciuzl Means, pag, 24. 
*by Authority oft Parhament, tor the utter Abo/ition and Extirpation of <1 
"them ail out ot this ditifſed Chur he — Furthermore, we arc akun- 

' dantly convinced, that the Presbyterian Government, ( truly fo called | by Ii i4, 


' Presbyterics and Synods, in a duc Line ot Subordination of the Lefſer *-! 
* tO 
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© tothe Greater, with proſperous Succeſs exerciſed in the bift Reformed 

«© Churches, is that Government, which is moſt agreea'le to the Mind of Jeſug 
© Chrilt revealed in the Scripture, concerning which the Reverend Aſſembly | 

«© of Divines have long fince drawn up and preſented to both Honourable 

© Houſes of Parliament their humble Advice 3 which we conclude ſo agree. 

© able to the Holy Scriptures, that -we can readily ſubmit thereunto our 

«© ſelves, and ſhall think the Church of Ergland not a little bleſſed of God, 

Paz. 25. © when, by the countenance of Supreme Authority, the Presbyterial Goverx. 

© ment and Diſcipline ſhall be ſincerely embraced, and duly exerciſed, in all 

© the Parts 'of this Kingdom. — And then, we with our Brethren, are 

© confident, this Government will make the Churches of Chriſt amor 

0 © us, terrible as an Army with Banners, and like a firong and fenced City, 

© apainſt which the Adverſaries ſhall deſpair to prevail, but by making 7 
© Breach in this Wall. — Wherefore we ſadly lament England's geners) |. 
© Backwardneſs to embrace, yea, Forwardneſs to oppoſe this -Government, 
© and thercin her own Mercy, whilſt ſo many of all -ſorts ſet themſelves 1 
Pag. 31, 6 againſt the Lord, and bis Chriſt. - -——-— It isclearly evident 
© to us, that Schiſms, Diviſions, Hereſies, and all prophane Looſneſs, are 
* manifeſt Works of the Fleſh, ſo ſinful and damnable in their Nacure, that | : 
© they which do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God: And |: 
© that the Children of Light (bould be fo far from having any tellowſhip 
* with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, as that they -ought to reprove 
them, to avoid ſuch as prafliſe them, to abſtain from all appearance of 
© Evil, and to hate thervery Garment fpotted with the Fleſh, —— That the 
© Civil Magiſtrates have ſufficient Warrant from the Holy Scriptures, not 
© only to puniſh Seditions, Treaſons, Murthers, Adulteries, and other Of- 
«© fences againſt Righteouſneſs and Sobriety in the ſecond Table ; but alſo to 
* inflit Preniſhment upon Offenders, for profeſſed Atheiſm, falſe Doftrines, 
' © Idolatries, Blaſphemies, Sabbath-Profanations, and other Tranſpreſſions 
—— true Picty and Religion in the firſt Table of the Decalogue. — 
© That a publick and general Toleration will prove an hideous and com- | + 
* plexive Evil, of moſt dangerous and miſchievous Conſequence, if ever | + 
* f which God forbid,) it ſhall be conſented to by Authority. — All | + 
* the Reformed Churches ſhall be aſhamed to own us 3 they ſhall all cy | + 
Pag. 33- *out againſt us, Is this England, that covenanted and ſwore to the moſt | + 
© * HighGod, ſuch a Reformation, and Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, | 
* Superſtition, Hereſy, Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be | ; 
© found contrary to ſound Dodtrine, and the Power of Godlineſs? And 
* after ſo long Travel, hath'ſhe now brought forth an hideous Monfter of | , 
* Toleration, — a deteſtable Toleration 7 ti 
* Therefore, upon all theſe Conſiderations, we the Miniſters of Jeſus | | 
* Chrilt do hereby tcRify to allour Flocks, to all the Kingd.m, and to all 
* the 
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the Reformed Churcher, as our great diſlike of Prelacy, Eraſtizniſm, Browniſm 


zrd Independency: fo our utter Abborrencie of Antiſcripturiſm, Popery, Arta- 
niſm, Socinianiſm , Arminianiſm, Antinomianiſm , Anabaptiſm , Liberti- 


|:nſm, and Familiſm, with all ſuch like, now too rite among us 3 And 


that we Deteſt the fore-mentioned Toleration (0 much purſizcd and cndea- 
rourd in This Kingdom, accozenting it unlawful and pernictons, = This 
was ſubſcribed Decemb. 14. 1647, by no leſs than 52 Miniſters, and a- 
mong them ſome of Thoſe, whom Mr, B, undertakes to prove true Paſtors, 
Theſe now he may call, it he plcaſes, old ſpeeches, but ſuch they are, as 


mince the Presbyterians of a great change at-this Day from their firjt and avor- PR 


d Principles. What ſhall we think now of his, © I have mct with Few 
Prebyterian Miniſters in England ? ] whithcr arc they ficd ? or what are 
they transform'd into ? — What of That ? I (ce not, what great burt it 
"would do, for Anabaptiſts , Separatiſts &c. That cannot join with the 
Pariſh Churches, to have leave to meet among themſclves, and worthip 
Gd together in peace. ? | — What of the blending Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, 
Irdepeudent and Eraſtian together? 

eut the Truth is, This Anſwerer is not a competent Advocate for the Presby- 
mins, being manitetily a Deſertcr of them and their Principles. * It Scots, 
"(aich he, or any Presbyterizns do otherwiſe, that is nothing tome , who am 
'r0 more bound to their opinion than yorrrs, | He differs trom many ( of 
km, as well as us ) © In ſcveral Ducirines of moment , as himſelf hath told 
the World. — He is for a Church in the Idea and Notion. like to Plato's 
famed Common-wealth; and can hardly ſubſcribe to any torm of Eccleſtaſti- 
al polity, which obtains aftnally in Chriſtendom. —— In a word. He is 
(as Dr. Abraham Clifford Þ ſometimes ſaid in Diſcon-ſe of bim, being, pre(s'd 
vith bis judgnient ) Swe poteſtatis Litera, So that others deal by him, 
jt ar be by them, accounting, themſelves no morc bound to »# opinion than 
fe to theirs, And yct none ſo ready to ſpcak in the Name of N, C, as 
tt, 

* When you ſay that a Tolcration may reduce the common fort to an 
ntifferency in Religion, 1 Anſwer, gct your friends together thcn,that have 
'"upht it to that paſs, that it mu(t be thus or worſe, and bring them to 
"Weep over their Sins before God , that it a niiſcrable Nation may not be 
lived from the Fire that yor have kindled, your Souls yet, if poſſible, niay 
'be laved |] That clauſe, * it muſt b: fo or worſe, | Sounds like a threat- 
wg, and takes fo much trom the Grace and Clemencie of the Rings Tolera- 
wn,asit adds to the neceſſity of it, with reflcction upon which, it may be, 
| before phraſed it fo warily, * When his Majeliy's Prudence and Clemencie 
fIveth us liberty to Preach. ] — But I obſerve hoe the Neceſſity of a Tolera- 
wn, or ſomewhat worſe, 15 charg d wyolly up,n the Eſtiblithmen:s, and thoſe 


, . 
Utabliſments are made the Sins of tre Conforn:ing party, who, he 50k 
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have kindled the Fire in this miſerable Nations and the poſſibility of w 
> th is to be queltioned, — O the mk, and humble Mr, ra f * 
Who ak *It is our Diviſions, that will let in Pop:ry: No doubt of it, if it ever he 
ca =eurM © done. Come and ſpeedily debate the caſe with us; who bave been th, 
tions. © great cauſes of Proteſtants diviſion, Conformi(ts or Non-Conformiſts? But Iam 
Pap. 82. alham?*d to fay that it needeth a debate, | That is, 'Tis 4s clear as the Sun 
Eg ſhines, that the Conformiſts, and not the N, C. havet5een the great canſes of Prije. 
ſtants Diviſions : Thoſe who obcdicntly kept Cliſe to the Laws of Order an 
Uniformity, and not they who firſt oppaſed thoſe Laws, and then divided fr 
#heir Brethren, and among themſelves. He would ſay 4s mach, *tis like, were 
he to determin the Caſe of our Civil Wars, on whoſe ſide the Rebellimn and Ig. 
Juſtice lay. Toe Cavaliers and Conformiſts mult bear the blame of all, ——And 
yet it is worth our while to note, how he elſe-where ſeems to contr21idt bimſelf 
or afford at Icalt ground enough to evince, that he needed not to have bluſhid 

for ſaying, "that it needeth a debate. 

Pag. 11% [* Nothin, ſaith he, hat'y more plagued the Church than the Pride and 
oa 114+ © arrogancy of ſome of the Paftors, that think they are wrong'd, if they may not 
©rxle., Think not that this Spirit is only in Papijts or Dioceſans, Pride 
© is the heart of the O14 man, and born in all; and dolctul experience telleth, 
© how it ſurviveth in too many Anti-prelatical Miniſters, of bumbling Principle, 
© and unbumbled Souls, Do we not know, that the Pride of ſome among 
© our ſelves ( N .C. ſure enough ) that mult be all, and do all, till they have 
© zendone all, is the very thing that hath ſilenced ſa many Miniſters, and brought 
= © us to the (tate that we are now in? ] Magna eſt veritas, ct przvalebit, = 
> They are Non-Conformiſts again, of whom he faith in another place, [*The 
© Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed theſe Principles . ( viz: the unlaw- 
fulneſs of preſcribed Forms of Prayer, of Repetitions, of Reſponſes, of ſtanding 
up at the Creed and all the Hymns of Praiſe &c.) © Have been our ſubvertert 
| and are our ſhame. | To Them again he ſpeaks yet farther after This faſhi- 
Pag. to5- On. — | © Wo to thoſe few Teachers, that make up their deſigns by cheriſ- 
| * ing theſe Diſtempers' One would think, that their warning had heen fair, 
> © But - ſi nati ſint ad bis perdendum Angliam — The Lord have mercyon 
us! ] *Tis eaſe Latin, Yet I will Engliſh it here for the People's ſok. 


Bd”; they are born to deſtroy England twice. ] And then the ſuppoſition i 
plain, that they have deliroy'd it once already, 


Pag. 97. 


"=P OEMS. [© I preſcribe to no man, and Toleration © far taketh off publique in 
' erMrB's * poſitions, as that none can now ſay, this Form is impoſed on me, and theref, 
Charad:r of © unlawful. But though I will not hind my ſelf [ pray, have a care of that 
_ I *I hcretell the World , that if my ſtrength, and Toleration, and acall 
ROT ſhould ever more give me opportunity for the freer exerciſe of mine Of 


6 fice, I would ſometimes pray freely without Forms, and — 
on 
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* ſome part of the Common Litargie, and ſometimes uſe the Reforne:d Liturgie 
© which in 1660 was agreed on by the commiſſioned Non Conformiſts, | who 
© yet had #0 Commiſſion to make a new . Liturgie | though bein; done in ex- 
treme haſte, it ſhould be renewed and perfefied, [ a Liturgie and no Liturgie, y 
Reform'd and needing Reformation | © I would ordizarily pronounce 
* the Creed, as the Faith which the Church aſſembleth in the Profeſſion of And 
* ordinarily recite the Lords Prayer and Decalogue, and read tw» Chapters 
' © and the Pſalms : And they , that would not joya in This way of Worſhip, 
' * ſhould freely go chuſe them a Teacher more agreeable to their opinions: 

© for I would not ſerve the humours of anyin their dividing Errors. ] *Tis 

enough for him, 'that he hath his own. Let every one elſe do what is 
good in their own Eyes alſo. — Here we have at large the Lively Por- 
traiture of the moſt conformable Non-Conformiſt drawn by himſelf, as to 
his Worſhipping poſtures; The View of whom ( notwithſtanding the 
powerful bias of his phantaſtic and affected ſingularity ) may ſatishe our people, 
bow well they are provided already in the ſubſtantials of their publique Devotion, 
We have ſeen the Man, Now fce his addr.ſ5 by way of Humble Peti- 


tion, ashe calls it, to the Conformiſt, | 


by Fathers and Brethren, though I preſume to Counſel the N. C, as [ His humble 
* my Equals, I will will preſume no higher with you, than to lay my ſelf peticion to the 
* at your feet, and humbly a ſecond time to become your Petitioner, tor the Souls ormiſts, ] 
© of men, for the Goſpel, the Church, and the Intereſt of Chriſt. } [And 
© 2 man might hope, that one that ſhould become a Petitioner to you, that P78: 118. 
© yorer ſelves woutd not deftroy that Church, might hind acccptance and pre- 
vail. ] Truly, todeny ſo juſt and reaſonable a Petition, as this is, That 
the Fathers of the Church would not themſelves deſtroy the Church; and that 
to a man bumbly proſtrating himſelf at their Feet, and earncſily be:ging of 
it at their hands tor God s ſake, for the Goſpel's ſake, in meer Compaſſion to the 
Souls of men,and for the pure intereſt of Chriſt, without any ſelf ends at all 
in it, mt needs refledt upon them as perſons , of whom the worſt that can be 
imagined is too good to be ſpoken And indced for ſuch as they are to give an 
occaſion for ſuch an importunate adareſs, preſuppoſeth them none of the belt Chrifti- 


ans or Mmiſters, — 
* But Satan hath got ſo great advantage, that the F1ſ*# man living is ,,. F 


* uncapable of ſpeaking rightly to you without offence. ] This methinks.is 
but a conrſe Complement on the heels of the other, and ſuits od!y with the demure _... 
pretences of ſo profound a Reverence and Humility. For it ſounds Thus. | The 20 
Devil is ſo great with your, that the Wiſeſt min on Earth C Mr Baxt:r hims 
felf) can nit ſpeak, to you without offence. | For of himſelf it is, that he 
(peaks it a little afterwards, [_* To theſe Reverend perſons I have former- 


* ly Boken to their great offence. p. 119. ] 
I 2 [_ © He, 


thid., 


Ep-ded: to 
Sts Reſt. 
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[© He, that can draw men into great diſgraceful Sins, hath thereby 
© raiſed a Bu'wark to a:fend his work, To be filent and comply is (0 he 
Cruel to the Sinner and hinifclt.' And who can do it that believerh 
Death and Judgment ? To call men to Repentance 1s utterly to log | 
them, by implying that they have ſinned, O little did I once think thae 
Repentance had becn ſo hard a work &c. |} 


Due dicis aliis, dic Tibi, ipſe ut audiy, 


© It is not in my thoughs to Confornd all Conformits, | No, no, you 
have told us before, © The Presbytcrians do not love Confuſion. | p. 33, 

© I know there are many ſorts of you. | 

L. © Thcrcarc ſome Learned zealous High Conformiſts, who think they 
© have done good ſervice to Gcd &&c. | It they are Learned and zealour 
together, having, a zeal according wnto knowledge, certainly they are the 
mojt honeſt and conſiderable. ſort you can name, — But theſe 1t ſeems, you 
altogether deſpair of, and think good to paſs them by, as having * formerl 
© ſpoken totheir great offence. ] And well may they be offended at any who 
ſhould perſwade them to deſtroy the Church of England, that they might 
not deſtroy the Church of Chriſt, You your ſelf would be offended too, 
another time, at thoſe, who would Cure and Reform the Church by cutting 
of her Throat. 

Il. ©I would there were no Miniſter fo pitifully dark, young and raw, 
*and ſo much out of love and relliſþ with things ſpiritual, through the 
* prevalencie of a ſtronger appetite, as that their incapacity convinceth me, 
* that Iam not to expect much regard from them, as knowing with 
what Ears they hear. | The firſt fort were offended, This ſecond ſort is 
wuncapable, by their injudiciouſneſs and carnality, of theſe ſpiritual things which 
are to be propounded, Ventcr non habet aurcs, 

III. © There are alſo ſome, call'd Latitudinarians, who love not Fop- 
* peries or Violence, but arc men of reaſon and ſober converſation, ] Well, the 
firſt Learned and Zealous, but not, it ſeems, wen of Reaſon and Sobriety, The 
Second neither Learned nor Spiritualized enough, What hinders but this 
Third ſort ſhould be tor the turn ? eſpecially being ot ſo moderate a Temper, 
like your ſelf , neither for Fopperies nor Violence. Why, there is yet Con- 


ſcience wanting in them. — * Though they arenot ſo tender and ſcrupulous 


*as the N. C. but'can break, over greater rubs, |] That is, They arc mea 
of too wide a ſwallow ,as you fomewherc phraſe it. — Where then will you 
reſolve to tix ? 

IV. © There are other Godly, Sober, unwilling Conformiſfts, who, by the 
Penetit of ſubſcribing in their own ſenſe, have ſtretch'd themſelves to do 
what they have done ; who contorm on the Terms of Mr, Sprint, ſubmit- 

| | ting 


J 69 ] , 

ting to what would elſe be Evil, only to obtain the liberty of Preaching 
( far be it from me to put in any ſelfiſh eads) who are unwilling Con- 
formiſts, as the Weſtminſter Aſſembly were that after took down Prelacy. 

Theſe, Theſe are the hopeful men, The other are 200 learned and zealous, *2 
or too ignorant and carnal, or too reaſonable and generous, And All of them 
too reſolved and hearty in their Conformity to be wrought upon. But thel< 
are Godly and Sober, and, which 1s the principal, unwilling Conformiſts, 
whoſe Conformity is their burthen , who have ſtretcht themſelves to do 
what they have done, men formed in the very ſame mor!d as the IVeſtmin{ter 
Aſſembly was that after took, down Prelacy* And therctore it may well be 
hope1, that theſe will in time lend their helping hand to a ſecond Lift, and 
take down Prelacy again. 

© To all of them, that yet have ears to bear, T humbly preſent Theſe ibid. 
following Requeſts, | That 15, To all, who are not yet paſt Grace and hardred, 
but cſpecially to yorr, our Deareſt Brethrea of all the Contormilis, the 
Godly, Sober, unwilling ones, that offer violence to your own minds, and Con- 
form againſt Conſcience, that ſubſcribe, ſay and ſwear with a mental Reſer- 
vation, in your own and not in the Chu:ches ſenſe , that for the ſake of 
Preaching do that, which otherwiſe you look upon as Evil and Abominable, 
the Genuine Off ſpring of the Weitminſter Aſſembly, that notwithltanding all 
their former Subſcriptions, Oats and Declarations, when opportunity ſerv'd, 
gave themſelves a Diſpenſation, and took, down Prelacy. 

* We take not you,whom I now write 10, to be conſenting to this work , (of Pag. 134, 
'filencing the N. C. ) though your Silence and Non-reſiſtance hath bred 
* ſuch thoughts of you in People, as we would fain have you cure by the 
* contrary means. | That is, by peaking out now in our behalt, and Reſiſting 
Authority , for theſe are the contray to Silence and Non- reſiſtance, 

* If we had expected, that heretofore you had petitioned our Rulers for DPag. 135; 
the Liberty of our Miniltry, it had been no unreaſonable expecta- 
tion, — © If you had but humbly acquainted our Rulers, — That your judg- 
ment was, that our Miniſtry was more neceſſary than our perſonal Conformity; 
(1) You know not but you might have been heard. Civil Governours Pag, 136. 
are never ſo Cruel in matters of Reliion as the Ruling and exaſperating Cler- 


gy are. F(2) Or,at leaſt, you might have had the greater peace of con- LT > 


ſeiexce in all the Confuſions that have follow d, and ſaid, It is not long of Prone's" {Ach 
w, And( 3) you would have acquitted your ſelves in the judgement tipathic of 
of all your hearers F who are preſumed to be of the ſame leaven } and they Envlif Lord. 
would h:ve been the leſ7 prejudic'd againlt your Miniftry. ] — But what !yPrelacie tics 
ſhould they have moved for ? That is the next point to be obſerved. OPS 

* Had you petitioned, and prevailed, for Theſe Two things, you had 


| healed all our Breaches, | 
I 3 - F iſt, 


& 


Qui dabat 0- 
I'm [mperium, 
falccs, legio- 
ney, omnias 
nunc ſc 

Continet atq; 
duas tantum 
res anxius oP- 
tat. Fuven. 
ſat. 10. . 
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* Firſt ; That the Door of Entrance might not have been barr'd by any 
* other Swbſcriptions, Profeſſions, ox Oaths, than what were uſed in the 
© Churches of Chriſt, till the Exaltation of the Papacy, ( for 600 years ) 
* belides the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, ( which are a Noli my 
* tangere,) and the Subſcribing of the Dofrine of the Church of England, 
© in the XXXIX Articles, according to the Thirteenth of Dueen Elizabeth,] 
Which makes a plauſible Sound. | 

* Secondly z That thoſe ( fo ſubſcribing ) who darenot uſe the Liturgy 
* and Ceremonies, might have leave to preach in the Churches which uſe 
* them,. under Laws, which ſhall reftrain them from all unpeaceable Op- 
* poſition to what they dare not uſe, or to the Government of the Church, 
Mark it! Theſe ſhould have been the Heads of your Petition for uw, —. 
Well, but is this all? No, you ſhould have remembred the good People 
ſomewhat too. 

— © Only let not the People who ſeruple Conformity, be thereforede- 
*nicd Church-Communion and Sacraments. 

Let us now a little view the Particulars. And firſt, for the Miniſters, 

© That the Door of Entrance be not barr'd by any other Subſcripti- 
* ons, Profeſſions, or Oaths, than what were uſed in the Churches of 
© Chriſt, for 600 Years, or ti'l the Exaltation of the Papacy.| Wewill 
not now diſpute about that Cslculation. — But this taken by it (elf 
might poſlibly exclude the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy; and Sub- 
feribing the Dofrine of the XXXIX Articles too > for betore the Exaltation 
of the Papacy, there was no 0.cafion of diſcliiming it, or declaring againſ 
it, as there we do in ſundry of thoſe Articles. Here therefore comes in 
the Exceptions. -— * Befides the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy: | 
Underſtand it, So far as they can ſtretch themſelves to take them in their own 
Sence, — © And the Swubſcribing of the Doftrine of the Church of England, 
*in the XXXIX Articles, according to the Thirtcenth of Qucen Elizzbeth,] 
The former gives the colour of Good SubjeTs ; this latter of good Church 
ef England Men. —— But obſcrvc it carctully 3 *Tis not all the 39 Articles, 
which yet are the Doctrine of the Church of England ; they are but for 


 ſomeof them only, called by them the DoGrin# of the Chur:h of England, 


Anno 13 Eli. 
ch, 12, 


as diſtinguiſhed wholly from all Matters of Diſcipline or Governmeat, as 
they ſometimes explain themſelves. And theretore they add that other 
Phraſe, [ * According to the Thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth, ] to unriddle 

their meaning to ſome, and at the ſame time conceal it from the Vulgar. 
Let ysconlider bricfly the Wordsof that Statute, -— Declare his Aſſet, 
and ſubſcribe to all the Articles of Religion, which only concern the Confeſſi 
of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doftrine of the Sacraments. comprized in 
8 Book imprinted, entituled, Articles : Whereupon it was agrced, by the Arche 
Biſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, &c, Now this, it feems, they con- 
{true 
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rue thus, or to this effet : Only to thoſe of all the Articler, which concern 
the Confeſſin of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Dotirine of the Sacraments. 
Bur the Words of the Statute run gramatically thus: To all the Articles 
of Religion, which only concern, ( viz- all which Articles of Religion only 
concern ) the Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doftrine of the 
Sacraments. ] And that this was the Intendment of the Law, appears from 
what follows there: That the Perſon thus affenting and ſubſcribing, 
hall bring from the Biſhop, or Guardian of Spiritnalties, in Writing, under 
is Seal Authentic, a Teſtimonial of ſuch Aſſent and Subſcription, =— and 
openly oN ſome Sunday, read both the ſaid Teſtimonial, and the ſaid Articles. 
That is certainly, all the 39 Articles, the Book of Articles z and what he 
is to read openly, he is ſuppoſed to have firſt aſſented and ſubſcribed to. 
And again, in the ſame Statute, there tollows a Penalty for maintaining 
or affirming any Doctrine directly contrary or repugnant to any of the 
Gid Articles. — But if we explain it by carrant Praflice, there can be 
no manner of doubt left about it. — 

We have ſeen briefly, what they could ſwear and ſubſcribe to; let us mind 
next, what they moſt ſtick at. And one would gueſs, by thoſe words, 
[ till the Exultation of the Papacy, | they ſhould ſtick at nothing but what 
had ſome known tendency thereunto, 'But the matter is otherwiſe, the 
Door of Entrance -is not to be barr'd by any other Subſcriptions, Profeſſi- 
ons, or Oaths, befides theſe by Name here excepted. By a Review then 
of what elſe is enjoined by Law, we muſt conclude, what they cannot 
yeild unto. 

Firſt, then, They cannot declare their unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to the 
Liturgy and Ceremonies, with the Form or Manner of making, ordaining, 
and conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 

2dly; They cannot declare, that it is not lawful, upon any pretence 
whatſoever, to rake up Arms againſt the King 3 and that they doabhor that 
traiterous Poſition, of taking Arms by his Authority, againſt his Perſon, or 
againſt thoſe that are commiſſionated by him. 

3dly ; They cannot declare, that they do hold there lies no Obligation 
upon them, nor any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly called, the 
Solemn League and Covenant, to endeavour any Change or Alteration of 
Government, either in Church or Statez and that the fame was in it (elf 
an unlawful Oath, and impoſed upon the Subjeas of this Realm, againſ 
the known Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom. 

4thly 3 They cannot take the Oath of true and Canonical Obedience to 
the Biſhop, in all things lawful and honeſt; and fo in like manner, that 
againſt Szmony, and that for Reſidence on Vicarages without a Diſpenſation : 


For neither of theſe axe in their Exccption, 
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El or All theſe Bars therefore to the Door of their Entrance muſt be yew, 
| ©NoBilhP - yeq; And itconcerns Authority to conſider well, what Judgment th 
I "7a 12mg proclaim themſelves of. both as to Church and State 3 and what Propoſitions 
| © Ceremonies. they yet * maintain, who protcls they exnnot do theſe things 3 and what 
F < ltislawtulon their Praflice upon then in time is like to be, chat is, (bi adſunt wires 
* <ſome "Zain when cvcr they are able. Which is more certainly to be gathered from 
4 yl fs the Obſcrvztion of what it hath been in Trmes already paſt, than ſuch bare 
« the King).and Words as arc given tor the preſent. To whom thcretorc that of Salvian 
© by his Autho- js but toO applicable: Parum /t, quod nud;s aſſertionibus dicitis iſt 
dex os of atiibu veltris contra wos teſtes eftis. | | es PAT: 
LEES 5d Put then an Admithion upon this their own limitcd Subſcription will 
"hoſe commiſ- not ſerve, unleſs * thoſe who dare not xſe'the Liturgy and Ceremonies, may have 
"Shy loned by © lexre to preacy in the Churches which uſe them: A Proper Expcdient, b 
51» gb degrees to worm out the ulc of both, Nor 1s the Salvo added, [h; Un- 
« and/Coven, © der Laws, which ſhall rctirain them trom all unpcacea >Ie Oppolition to 
© {tillobligetn © what they dare not uſe, or to the Government of the Church, ] extex- 
| *to endeavor ooh to prevent the Mitchict : For we mutt nceds conclude, that 
eee Ga). thoſe who darc not uſc the Liturgy and Ceremonies, diſlike the Govern- 
* xernment, Cc ment, and believe thcle things highly tintul; For fo we are told, | *It 
i.e, The Fown- * js Sjn, and no ſmall or tolerable Sin, which thcir Conſcicnces tear, ] 
5464 75hap And what they fo belicve, they will certainly upon all opportunities, 
197: rs * direly or indirecily, bear witnels, and caution agUnit, and labour to 
Fattion and Withdraw others tron, How indced ſhall they be taichtul- in their Of- 
Rebellion, hce upon their Own Principles, it they ſhould do otherwiſe ? [ To 
© be ſilent, and comply, 1s to bc cruel to the Sinner and þ mſelf. And who 
can do it, that bclicveth Death and Judgment ? | So we hid it even 
now. — | © How guilty arc thoſe Minitters of the Blood of +ouls, that 
© will not tcll Men of their Sin and Danger? | Sv clſcwherc. Next for 
the pcople. | 
It is to be defired, { only that all who ſeryple Conformity, ( in any 
' © point ) be not therefore denicd Church-Comn,union and 5acraments, 
Every one, *tis to be ſuppoſcd, in that way and marncr as the Teachers 
they ſhall adhere to, admivilter in, — The thort is, that they be tied ts 
nothing. ; 
But the godly, ſobcr, unwilling Conformiſts have. it ſccms, bcen (ad- 
ly neglective of their Duty, is petitioning againſt the Laws for theſe 
things hitherto : It they are at length penitent; and reſolve to do any 
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thing tor the Cauſe hereafter, it will be ſome ame: ds. And that 

they would do this, is thc laſt Requelt our Author hath to mzke. 
Pag. 1379 | . —— © And having incntioned this, what it I addcd yct this Clauſe 
| | *to my preſent Petition to you? That you will yct pctition for us, 0! 
* rather tor the Charch of Chriſt, that upon the forcfaid Terms we may be, 


it 


| 
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;f poſſible, taken into the eſtabliſhed Miniftry 3 if not, yet tolerated as 
«© Lefiurers undcr you, in ſuch Churches where the Miniſters dclire us, 
© not taking any of their Maintenance from them, but truſtmg God for 
©0ur daily Bread, ] Fain would they be on their own Terms in the 
Efzbliſhed Church, it ſo it may then be called 3 and when they are in, 
do their belt to ſhake other Eliabliſhments out of it, But if this may 
not be granted them, Leffurers under ſome Conformiſts, yet this under is a 
ſcurvy word, they like it not; [© No Prelacy in Pariſh-Prieſts, | as we Pag, x. | I 
heard before, However, under ſome of their Brethren Conformilts, that de- 
lire them to carry on the Work as Afliſtants, would be perhaps no great Bur= 
dm cſpecially, [* not taking any part of their Maintenance, but truſting 
© God for daily Bread, ] as if others did not truſt God for that too. How this 
Proviſe, again(t taking any part of their Maintenance, can be ſecured, I 
know not 3 for a-great deal of that, in ſuch populous Places as they moſt 
affect, depinds upoh the Peoples Contributions : And, where it doth 
not, yet they conceive ſome Right in themſelves ſtill to it 3 and how that 
Thought may work in Time, who can tell? It begins already. 


i _ 


——*<T think it had ſavourcd of no exceſs of Charity, and Miniſterial **8* 134135 | | 

'Ingenuity, if he had ſaid: Brethren, you muſt perform your underta- | 
*ken Miniſtry 3 and we, and the Peoples Souls, have need of all your 
'Helpz and the Maintenance is given for the Work, therefore you that =1 
'work with us, ſhall have part ,of the Church-Maintenance with us, at 
*lealt, a fifth part, as was allowed to the Ejeed by the Parliament, ( for 
thoſe Times are an excellent Pattern for our Imitation, ) © becauſe the 
*Pcople cannot maintain you, and it is hard to ſerve God without Anxi- 
* ety, while your Familics are in Want. This had better beſeemed our 
*Brethren. But we crave and expect no ſuch thing from you. ] Only 
thele are broad Signs, and ſpeak it loud enough, that they are both wn- 
caritable and anjujt, if they deny part of the Maintenance to you, whodo 
| the Work whercunto it bclongs. — And what will the People think 
and (ay of them ? 


 — © By this means you ſhall have no nccd to fear our injuring of Pag 
' Jour Wealth and Reputation. ] q. 4. We have thought it requiſite to ® 

luppeſt this unto you, becauſe, the truth is, we look upon you as ſome- 
what more worldly-minded than our ſelves, and fo your Cavetouſneſs of 
retaining your own, which mot of you tind little enough, may keep you 
from doing us.that Service, which | otherwiſe we might hope for from 
you. Alas! you are utterly miſtaken in us, if you ſhall once imagine, 

that we regard our ſelves. *Tis the Church of Chriſi only we are fol- 
. K | licitous 
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licitous for z nor do we ſeck yours, but you. * Have we ferveq 
God twelve Tears, without one Bit of the Levites Portion ? And cannoy 
we do ſo till we die? — It ſufficeth us to tell you, that we preach 
not for Riches, and we will not ceaſe through Poverty, Talk xt 
© this rate to one another. ] Worldly Wretches as ye are! 


——* Ard now ( for the Cloſe ) as God will judg, fo let the World 


"© judg, and Ict Polierity judp, whether we | Phariſees ! ] are unwor- 


© thy, in compariſon of he preſent Miniſters ot England, to be permitted 
© topreach Chrilt's Goſpcl, on theſe ſelf-denying and abaſing Terms. ] 
You ſhould rather have faid, ſelf-aſſuming, ſelf-arrogating, ſelf-exalting, 
but Church-denying, King-abaſing, Law-diſowning, Prelacy-depeſing Termy, 
—— And fo let the Impartial judg upon the Premiſes. — And, 
when they have determined this, if you pleaſe, let them reſolve them- 
ſelves further, Where the Petition againti E itabliſhments is like to ſtop; 
and whether the Plea of Conſcience be not as equal tor tolerating all 
the dividin» and ſubdividing Secs, as for -any one of them? It being 


ackuow:cdged, that all the contending Parties, from the Papiſt to the 


Ouaker, are riady ro give themiclves the Commendation of being Lor; 
ot the Truth and Peace. | 


But what pious and prudent Indulgences Authority may judg meet 
upvn occtivn to grant unto ſome Particulars of the truly bumble, quiet, 
and peaceable ['iſſenters, upon the ſatisfaction given them by ſuch Deport- 
ment, is not for us to adviſe or determinc. 
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Hr. Baxter's free Account, how the Papiſts work their 
Ends among unſettled Profeſſors. 


<T"Heſe Papilts, ſecing the Temper of our unſctled Profeſſors, do creep 
in among them, and uſe their utmolt Skill to wnſettle then more, 
© and bring them into Diſlike of their Teachers, without which they have ro 
hope of ſucceeding. Their tir'? Ways arc, by reproacying the ſettled Go- 
© vernment of the Church and by drawing, Men t Separation and Anabaptiſm, 
© and then perſuading then!, thit theſe arc glorious Truths of God, which 
(their former Teachers are unable to reccave 3 and that they are but a blind, 
© ſelf ſecking, proud Sort of Men, that would ethra'l all Men to their Fudg- 
« ments, when they are in utter Dnkneſs themſelves. When they have 
« gotten them out thus far, once to deſpiſe therr © '#ides, then do they proceed 
© turther with them, and perſuade them, that they which werc blind in 
©the Points of Baptiſm and Church-O der, are 19 in other things 3s well as 
(that 3 and that this Light, wich they have feco already, 15s but a Spark 
©and that thcſe being Days of glorious Diſcoveries there are yet more and 
' oreater Matters to be revealed, Hereupon they put an hand{on: Drels upon 
© many of the groſſeſt Points of Popery, and recommend theſe as the new and 
* rare Diſcoveries. But this they do nut in the Name and Garb of Papiſts, 
[ Mark that !}] but as the Popiſh Few at Ncwcajtle, they turn Arab /ptiſts, 
|| and God knows what beſides, ] and then riſe a Step higher, and lead 
* others after them 3 ſo that the ſilly People ſhall never know that it i+ Pa- 
* pits that are their Leaders, Yea, they will cry out of the Pope, and call 
* all that differ from them Antichriſtian, purpolcly ro divert Suſpiciens, 
* and blind Mens cycs. Thus theſe Papiſts have begotten this preſent Set 
*of Quakers, | and who can tell how many © her Seas? ] ili, pretending 
* to ſtrange Revelations, Viſions, and Trances, ſuch as are commonly men- 
* tioned in the Lives of their Saints, in their Legends, And fo you have 
* hcre and there a Papiſt, lurking to be the chict Speaker among them z 
. *and theſe have faſhioned many others to their turns, to ſupply their rooms, 
* who yet know not their oxn Fathers, —— It you ask me, How I know that 
* they are Papiſts who thus ſeduce them? 1 anſwcr: 1.) Becauſe they do 
"the Papiſts Work, and maintain their Cauſe, as far as yet they dare ven- 
ture to bring it torth. — (2+) It is known by certain Proof, that it is 
"the Papilts that do ſeduce and lcad them. Many of themſclvcs have con- 
'tels'd luch things. And their p-eſent Indultry among uz is well known, 
© which that they may procecd in with leſs Impediment,) they are the 
' Realous Defenders of Univerſal Toleration, or Liverty tor propagating 
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© Soil-poyſonig Daodrines, for all the Torments of the Inquiſition in 

* other Countries, py 

Ar. Baxter's (tation of Mr. Rich. Hooker, at the 
"15S ; . & 2:4 "I 

end of his Cure of Church-Diviſions, ſet right with 

the Original, by the Addition of a few Words, that follow 


in that Learned Author, craftily omitted by him, 


*7F Deny not, but that our Antagonitis in thefe Controverſies may, peray- 
© JL venture, have mct with ſome not unlike to Tthacins, who mightily 
© bending himſelf by all meansagainſi the Hereſy ot Priſcilian, ( the hatred 
© of which one Evil was all the Vertue he had,) became fo wiſe in the 
© end, that every Man, carcful of vertuous Converſation, ſtudious of the 
* Scripture, and given to any Abſtinence in Diet, was ſet down in his 


' © Kalendar for a ſuſpected Priſcillianift, tor whom it ſhould be expedient to 


* prove the Soundne(ſs of their Faith, by a more licentious and looſe Be- 
© haviour, Such Proftors and Patrons the Truth might ſpare. Yet is not their 
© Groſsnelſs (o intolcrable, as on the contrary fide, the ſcurrilous, and more 
* than Satyrical - Immodeſty of Martiniſm : The tirſt publiſh'd Schedules 
© whereof being brought to the hands of a grave and very honourable 
© Knight, with fignitication given, that the Book would retreſh his Spi- 
* rits, he took it, ſaw what the Title was, read over an unſavoury Sen- 
© tence or two, and delivered back the Libel, with this Anſwer : I un 
© ſorry you are of the Mind to be ſolaced with theſe Sports, and ſorrier you 
© have berein thiught my Afﬀection like your own, | Here Mr. Baxter leaves 
off 3 but it tollows immediatly in the Author thus: ] * But as thele Sores 


. © on all hands lie open 3 fo the deepeſt Wounds of the Church of God have 


© been more ſoftly and cloſely given, | Which Words refle& upon Bax- 
© terianiſm, as remarkably as the foregoing do upon Ithacianiſm on the 
* one hand, and Martiniſm on the other, 
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Preached Febr. 6th. 1625. | 


Ne thing more I wi!! b: bold to ſpeak, out of a like Duty to the 
* Church of En9/4.7 and the Houſe of David. They, wheever they 
bc, that would over:urow ſedes Ecclefie, ſeats of Eccleſialtical Government, 
*will not ſparc :/' er they get Power, to have a pluck at the Throne of Da- 
©21d, And there 15 not a man, that t> torParity, all fellows in the Church. 
hut he is #ot f'r Monarchy in the State, And certainly cither he is bur 
* þalf-hea ted 'to h;5 own Principles, or he can be but half-hearted to the Houſe 
'of David, | 
| Hem. Sermon on Epheſ. 4. 3. Preached March. 17th,1628. ] © Now 
* the Breakers of the Bond of Peace, both in Church and Commonwealth,” are 
' Pride and Diſobedience. For theſe two crie one to another. that is, Pride 
© to Diſobedience, Come, let us break the Bond, And this is very obſervable, 
© 2nd with reterence to his Boxd of Peace too. You hall never ſee a Diſ- 
* obedient man but he is Proud. For he would Obey if he did not think 
* himſelt fittcy to Govern, Nor ſhall you ever fee a Proud man ſtoop to 
' bind up any thing. But if you (ce him ſtoop, take heed of him, *tis 
* doubtleſs to break, the Bond of Peace. The Reafon's plain, If he ſtoop to 
' bind up, he knows he ſhall be but one of the bundle, which his Pride can- 
not endure, Burt if he fioop to looſe the bond, then he may be free, and 
' hew his Vertwe. as he calls it, that is, may hope to run foremott in the 
* head of a Faftion, Fond men, that can be thus bewitched with pride 
' 2gain(t themſelves ! For when they are bound xp, though but as one of the 
* Bundle 3 yet therein,undcr God, they are ſtrong and ſafe. But when the 
* Bond ts broken, aud they perhaps, as they with, in the Head, headlong 
_ "they run upon their own ruin — 
* Now to keep wnity, I have made bold to direct you one way already ; 
© And here's another. *Tis neceſſary that the Governours have a good and 
* quick eye to diſcover the. cunning of them that woula break, the Unity 
firſt, and the whele Body after. You ſhall give a gueſs at them by This: 
* they ſpeak, s much for Unity as any men, but yet, it you mark them, you 
* ſhall fill tind them buſy about the knot that binds up Unity in - eace, Some- 
* what there is that wrings them there. They will pretend pcrhaps, *tis 
* very good there ſhould be Vinculum, a Bond to bind men to obedience, © 
* God torbid elſe; but they would nor have the k-rot too bard, Take heed, 
"their aim is, They would have a little more liberty that have too much 
K 3 & e4] F; 


| Fair warning and Advice long ſince given by Arch-Bi- 
ſhop Laud, in his Sermon on Pſalm 122. 3, 4, 5.- 
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*xeady, Or perhaps they | precend. they would not untie the knot ; no, 
* there may be danyer in that, but they would only Turn it to the other ſide, 
© becauſe this way it lies wneaſily. But this 1s but a ſhift netther. For turn 
© the knot winch way you will, all binding to obedience wi! be grievous to 
* ſome. It may be they | protclt, that though they ſhould znmHe it, yet 
they would not leave it looſe. They would perhaps tze zt otherwiſe, 
but they woul: be ſuic to kt it 5s fault, Trult not this pretext neither, 
Out oft qu tion their nicarin, 15 to Fre wp walty 711 4 Bow-knot, which they 
may ({] Pp 5 One BEA. OY (ite; Indeed, whatlocver they pretend, if 
they bc curious 25:7 ie arr | pray look to their Fingers, and to the 
Bond of Peac. t91. 


 TÞ Mr Baxter's calm. nd Sober Reſolution, How far we 
are bound tw obey Men's Precepts about Religion. 


Five Diſputa- | 1, © \\ c mult ohey hath magiſtrates an4 tilto s in all things lawful, 

tions, of Ch: © hich belong to th-ir Offices to command, 2. I bxclongs not to their Ofhce 

b RT c mike Goda'New IYVorſhip, but to command the mode and circumſtances of 
and worthip. | | SDe- RP. ; v0 | 

Pag. 483. Worſhip belongeth to "their Office tor guiding thcm' wherein God hath 

* given them G-neral Rules, 3. Wenwt not take the Lawfil Commands 

* ot our Govcernours tv be zn avfaul, 4. It we do through IPeakneſs or 

© Perverſneſs take lawtul things to be uulawtul, that will not excuſe our 

-* © Diſobedience, "Our Error 1s Our Sin and on ſin will not excuſe another, 5, 

* Many things that are miſ-commanded mult he obeyed. — The Reaſons of this 

rid pe451. Sic. ] ' are obvious and clear, Even becauſe it is the Office of Governowrs t0 at 

>» © termine of ſuch circuintances, It is the Faſtors Office to guide and overſee 

*the Flock — And thcerctore, when he detcrmines theſe, he is but in his 

a=. own way), and doth but his own work; and thertore be is therein the judge, if 

 Ethbecaſe he contrevertible, It nonc thall obey a Viaphiirate or Pattor in the 

* works of their own Othce, as long as they think, he did them not the 

© bejit way, all, Government then won!ld bz preſently overthrown, and obedis 

* ence denicd, Wc are ſirre that God hath commanded us to obey them 

*#04t are ar. in the Lord, -( 1 Thef, 5. 12. Heb, 13.7, 17. 06>) 

..- *And thcrctore a certuin diy may not be forborn upon uncertain conjedtarer, 

oe ©0r upon cvcry miſcarriage in them that we owe it to, This would un- 

* Church all Churches ( as thcy are Political Sycietics. ) For it Paltors bc 

*taxen down and the work 'of Pattors, the Church is taken down 3 

* And if Government and Obedience, be taken down , then Paſtors and their 

; work Js takb-n down which will be the fruit of Thijs Diſorder. —6,AS an Er- 

"roneas j442mnt will not Cx. ute us from obcdicncc to our Governours, fo 

A * me.) ks will a douvtfuineſs exc:tſe Ws. Fo, AS Iich a doub ing crring 
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*7udgment cannot ovey in ( plenary ) faith, {o much leſs can he diſohey in faith, 
* For it is a known Command »f God, that we obey th. m that have the Rule over 
"ur, ut they have no Word of God againſt the Ac of Obediencce now in queſtion. 
©__'$, In doubtful caſes it is our duty to w/e God s Means for our infor- 
' mation : and one means is to conſult with aur Teachers, and hear their words 
' with teachableneſs and meekncſs., 9, It bing their cthce ro teach us, it 
{mult be our duty to believe them with an humane Faith, in caſes where we 
thave no evidence to the contrary, And the Duty of Obeying them being certain, 
* 2nd the ſinfrelneſ+ of the thing c mmanded , being uncertain . nnk1own and 
' only (uſpecied, we mult go on tie ſwurer fide, | that is, It is cur Duty 
to Obey ozr Teachers, notwith(tanding ſuch doubts 10. Yet niult we in great 
*and doubtful caſes not take up with the Szſp: Hed judgment of a ſingle 
* Pajtor, but apply our fclves to the Unanimons Paſtors of other Churches. 
11, Chiiltians ſhould not be over-bſte in prying into the work of their Go- 
* pernours, nor too forward to ſuſpect th.ir Determinations, But when they 
' know. that it is their Fxlcrs work to guide thein, by determining of due 
'Circemſtances of Worſhip. they ſhould without canſleſs Scruples readily obey, 


_”7T they ſee ju't reaſon :9 jtop them in their Obedience, 


And now | ':trcai ill humble Chriſtians, readily to obcy both Magiſtrates 
band aficrs in all lanful things, and to conlider to that end theſe 
* Reaſons tollowinp. 

1, If you will not obcy in lawtul thines, you deny Anttority, or over- 
' thro Government it (If, which is a Great Ordinanc- of God, ejtabiiſhed in the 
fifth Comm indment with p omiſe, And as that Commandment, reſpecting 
* Societies and conimon Guod, 1s greater than the following * ommands.as they 
reſpec the private Good of our Neighbours, or are but p rticular means 
'to that publick Good, whole foundation 1s laid in the titth Commandment : 
$0 according. y the Sin againſt this fifth Commandment, muſt be greater than 
"againſt the rejt. 

2, In diſobeying the lawful Commands of our Superiours, we diſobey 
"Chritt, who r: Ieth by them as his Officers, even as the difobeying a 
* Juſtice of Peace, or Fudge is a diſbeying ot the Sozeragrn Power, yea,in ſome 
' Caſes when therr Sentence is unjuſt, Some of the Ancient Doctors thought, 
"that the tifth Commandirent was the laſt of the firſt Table of the 


 Decalogye 3 and that the Honouring of Gov rnours is part of our Honour 


'to God, they being mcntion'd there as his Offic rs, with whom he himfelt 
"15 honoured or dilhonourcd, obeyed or diſubcyed: For it 15 God s Authority, 
"that the Magiltrate, Parent, and Paſtor is cnd ued with, ard cmpowred 


* by, to rule thoſe that arc put urder them. 


<1! 


"3. What Confuſion will be brought to the Church, if Paſtors be not <5» 


* obeyed inthings lawtul? @c. | 
* 4. Difobedience in matters of Circumſtance will exclude and Mts > 
uUb= 
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7 * Subſtance of the Worſhip it ſelf. God commandeth us tO pray : If one 
* part of the Church will not joyn with a ſtznted Form of Prayer , and the 
* other part will not joyn without it, both Partics cannot be pleaſed : and 
* ſo, 0ne part mult calt off Prayer it ſelf, or ſeparate from the relt,  Gog 
 commandeth thc Keqding,and Preaching, and hearing of Sripture. and ſinging 
* of Pſalms, but hc hath left it to Man, to make or chooſe the beſt Tranſlation of 
_ © Scripture, or Verſion of the Pſalms : Now it the Paltor appoint one Verſion 
© 2nd Tranſlation, and the Church joyn in the uſe of it, it any Member; 
© will ſcruple joyning in the Tranſlation or Verſion, they muli needs for. 
© bear the whole Duty of Hearing the Scripture, and Singing Pſalms in the 
* Congregation. It they pretend a ſcruple againli the appointed Time or 
* Place of Worſhip, they will thereby caſt off the Worſhip zt ſelf. For if they 
© avoid our Time or Place, they cannot meet, nor worſhip with us. 

© $. And when they are thus carried to ſeparate from the Congregation 
-.. © upon ſuch Grounds as theſe, they will be no where fixed, but may be ſtill 
* ſubdividing, and ſeparating one from another, till they are reſolved into In- 
© dividuals, and have no ſuch thing as a Church among them, For they can haye 
© no aſſurance or probability, that ſome of themſelves will not diſſent from 
© the reſt in one Circumſtance or other, as they did from their Paſtors, and the 
© Church that they were of before, 

* 6. By this means, the Wicked, that are diſobedient to their Teachers, and 
* © reject the Worſhip of God, will be hardned in their fin, and taught by Profeſſors 
© to defend their VUngodlineſs 3 For the very ſame courſe that you take, will ſerve 
© their turns, Thcy necd not deny any Duty in the Subſtance, but deny 
 theCircumſtance, and fo put off the Subſtance of the Duty. If a wicked man 
” © will not hear the Word preached, he may ſay, [ I am not againſt Preaching, 
© but I am Unſatisfied of the Lawfulneſs of your Time and Place: IT amin 
© Tudgment againſt comingto your Steeple-houſe, or againſt the Lords day, ] If 
© he will not be perſonally inſtrged or admoniſhed, &c. he may ſay, | Iam 
* for Diſcipline, I know "tis my Daty to be inſtructed; but I am not ſatisfied that 
| Tam bound to come to you when you ſend for me, or to appear at ſuch a place as you 
appoint : The Word of God nameth ns Time or Place, and you ſhall not deprive 
© me of my Liberty, 6&c. By This device it is, that the Rebellion of znruly Fee- 
* pleis defended, 

*7. By this Diſobedicnce in things lawful,the Members of the Church will 
© be involved in Contentions, and ſo engaged in bitter Uncharitableneſs, and Cen- 
* ſures, Perſecutions, and Reproaches of one another ; which Scandalous courſes 
 * will zoxriſh Vice, diſhonour God, rejoyce the Enemies, grieve the Godly that art 
* peaceable and judicious, and wound the Conſciences of the Contenders, We 
> © {ce the Beginnings of ſuch Fires are ſmall ; but whither they will tend, and 
© what will be the End if them, we ſee not. EN 

* 8, By this means allo, Magiſtrates will be provoked to take Men' of tend! 

| Conſciences. 
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«Confeiences, for fatious, unruly, and unreaſonable Men, ard to turn their Ene- 
mics. and uſe Violence againſt them, when they ſce them fo ſelf-conceited, 
and refreſing Obcdience in lawful Circumſtances. 

©0, Ly this mcans alſo the Converſion and eſt 2bliſhment of Souls will be 
11 hindred, and People poſſeſſed with Prejudices againſt the Church and Or- 
Jirances, when they take us to be but humorous People, and fee us in ſuch 
Cotertions among our ſelves, F 

© 1c, It will ſeem to the wiſeſt to ſavour of no ſmall meaſure of Pride, —=Hum- 
1 Mcn would ſooner ſaſpect themſelves,and quarrel with their ownDiſtempers, 
rd ſubwit to thoſe that are wiſer thn themſelves,and that are ſet over them for 


in theſe maitcrs, then 1n Apparel, and ſuch lower Trifles, 
* 11, Conſider alſo,that yielding in'things lawful the Scripture recommendeth 


itous. - How far yielded Paul,owhin he Circumciſed Timothy ? Act, 16. 3, 


-And when he took the Men, and prifica himſelf with them £ &c. ACt. 
+21, 26, 27, And this for almyſt ſcu:n Dazs? 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20, Study 
' this Example, Read alſo, Rom, 14 and 15. Chap, —and 1 Cor.s, 13, &c. and 


* Matth.12, 1. 2, to 9. You find that hunger juititicd the Diſciples of Chriſt 
' for plucking and rubbing the Ears of Corn on the Sabbath Days. And Hunger 
uliiticd David, and thoſe that were with him,{or cntring into the Houſe of 
'God,and Eating the Shew-bread, which was not lawful tor him to cat, nor 
' for them which were with him, but only tor the Prictts: And the Prieſts 
' in the Temple were blamclcſs tor prophaning the Sabbath Day. 

"Now if things, before Accidentally Evil, may by this much neceſſity become 
lawtuland a Duty, then may the Commana's of Magiſtrates or Paſtors,and the 
* Unity of the Church,and the avoiding of Conteition and offence, and other Evils, 


be allo ſufficient to warrant us in obeying, evcn in inconvenient Circumſtan- 


'tials of the IFroſhip of God, that otherwiſe could not bc jultifcd. 

* Laſtly, Contider, Hiw much God »ath expreſs'd himpelf in his Word to be 
"Pleaſed in the Obedience of Believers,not only to Chrijt immediatly,but alſo to bim 
*invis Officers, 1 Sam. 15, 22+ Col. 3. 20, 22, I The. 5. 12, 13. Heb. 
13.7,417, 24.1 Tim. 5-17, —— As thc Gencral Commiſſion to a Parent, or 
"iter, or Magiſtrate, to govern their intcrivur Relations, doth authoriſc 
"them to many Particular Acts belong'r, tortheir Office that were never 
\raned in their Commiſſion : So your Genera! Command to 05:zy them obligcth 
you to obey themn in the ſaid Particulars. 

*Ita Child (hall 25k a Parent | where dit) Go's T/ord allom youto command 
'm2to learn this Catechiſm, or read this Divine's Writings.or repeat this Sermon, 
&writeit * &c, | Doth not the Quetiton defurve to bu. anſwered with the 
*Rod £ The general Commiſſion tur the Parents to Govern tice Children is 
 lufhcient, &c. 

reader. lhavebinat the pains to tr.4n[crive all ths fra: te Enid of a Tedi- 
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their Guidance by the Lord. There n.ay more dangerous Pride be manitelted 
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aus Volumn of pro and cm Diſputations, whcrc it was like © be read by , 
very forw, a5. matter of General Inftrufion, fit to be Communicated tq the 
whl, Ir ll. An it «wo YO A great wy certainly to end our Controverſy, 
and Diviſions, i” Proiple were but once relolved, wha are their Governoyrs 
byth Civikand Ecclefraſtical, t1 whom all this Obedience i, pon ſo mM.Ny weigh 
7 grounds bath of Scriptur? au Reaſon,due ? The Queliton 1s not we ſee of the 
 necoſſity of Government on the one hand.and Obedience on the other ( and the propl 

 d) but deceive themſilves to expeft an Eaſe by anyTrrn or {nes as to their du 
but, who ſhould Govern * Or, whom we are 0 own for our Maſters and Teacher; 
 — Apply but all this Diſcourſe to the King as Supreme, and our lawful Gower. 

nours under bim both in Church and State, and the Prodad of it will be Bleu 
Conformity to their oderly Appointments about the Circumſtantials of Religion, fo 
the well ſecuring, the ſit ance of both, to ur, and our poſterity. — And whateye, 
| opinion be now ſuggclicd by any againſt the ByÞops of owr Church, a$Uſurper, 
/” Nir.Baxters words,in one of theſe Diſputations,are theſe——[*We have had,and 
* have Men of that juagment,that have been excellent inſtruments of the Churcly 
©:104,and fo eminent for God's Graces and gifts,that their Names will be precio, 
*rbil}t Chriſt hath in England a Reformed Church, —— Moreovecr,who knoweth 
* not, that Moſt of the Godly able Miniſters of England, fince the Reformatin 
* did judge Eprſcopacy, ſome of them, lawful, and ſome of them, moſt pix 2 
* (For the Nonconformiſts were but few) And that cven before this late Troubl, 
© and IWar,the moli, even almoſt all of thoſe that were of the late Aſſembly x 
* IVeſtminſter,and moſt through the Land, did ſubſcribe and conform to Epiſcqq;t 
© Government | even the ngHſ Prelacie | asa thing not contrary to the Word 
*of God. So that it is evident, That it is very Conſiſtent with a Godly Life 
. *to judge Epiſcopacie | cven, that of the Church of England 7 jawful 
* and fit, or elſe we ſhould not have had ſo many Hundred Learned and Gealy 
*Men of that mind ]|—Iwillnot comment any farther upon the particulars; 
but add this only for a cloſe, that it may be worth the while, for Every one 
' to lay his hand upon bis Heart, and impartially examine, who they were that fir 
brake theſe uſcful Rules, and ſet that perverſe Copyof Diſobedience 19 Rulers and 
Teachers,which hath now ſo ſtrangely over-run and poiſoned the whole Nation? 
” And then to move the Queſtion, Why for the time to come, this ſhould not be at 
Gund and wholeſome DoGrine under King Charles the Second, as it was reputed 
under R. the Proteor £ 
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